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Debates in the Parliament of Ireland continu<d ; See Review for 
December. 


S it is impoffible for us, in the compafs of our pamphlet, 
to take notice of every minute motion and debate, we 
all fele&t thofe of the moft public concern. 

On the eighth day of the feffion, Mr. T. M. (fuppofed to be 
Thomas Mahon, member for the county of Rofcommon) 
brought in a petition of Margaret Afleworth widow, praying 
aid to carry on the manufacture of printing linen, cotton, cal- 
licoe and paper ; and moved that it might be referred to a com- 
mittee. Upon which Mr. E.S. P. who is fuppofed to be Ed- 
mund Sexton Perry, Efq; member for the city of Limeric, ob- 
jected ; becaufe this would be the occafion of introducing many 
petitions of that kind, which they were not able togrant. To 
which Mr. M. replied; and faid, amongft other things, that 
he did not know why he fhould not have his jozsB done as 
well as another. Mr. P. in reply to thisy faid, if he could 
bring himfelf to fubmit to do a Joes at all, he would do his 
joss as foon as any man’s. This gave occafion to Dr. L. to 
remark upon this debate, faying, ‘ | am now unfortunately 
feated between two gentlemen who have bandied the word Joss 
from one to another in a fenfe and manner, which makes it 
juftly tobe apprehended, that we have loft not only virtue, but 
fhame. The very air which conveys fuch founds is contami- 
nated. The word joss is not only an odious, but a peftilen- 
tial monofyllable; and I moft fincerely hope, that I fhall never 
again hear it mentioned in this houfe, without the moft oppro- 
brious epithets that can poffibly be invented, as none can fuf- 
ficiently exprefs its turpitude and malignity.’ 

On this Mr. R. F. rofe up, and, in a very uncommon fpeech, 
drew a picture, intirely in the ftyle and fpirit of Cebes; in 
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which he ingenioufly carried on the following allegory: 
‘This monofyllable, fays Mr. F. is the name of acertain ille- 
gitimate child of public /pirit, whom the world has agreed to call 
yops. He is well known in this houfe, and, I am forry 
to fay, has not been ill received in it. Permit me therefore to 
ive fome further account of his defcent and family, his 
charaéter and qualifications. His mother is public /pirit: this 
lady, though fhe is defervedly efteemed for many great and good 
qualities, is known to have a freedom of principle and a warmth 
of conflitution, which, concurring with opportunity, fpecious 
pretences, and folemn aflurances, have frequently fubverted her 
chaftity, and feduced her to the embraces of the meaneft and 
the moft unworthy wretches in the world. Among thefe was 
felf-intereft, by whom public-fpirit has a numerous iflue, diftin- 
guifhed by the name of jospss. How they came to be fo called, 
{ fhall not at prefent enquire; but, it is certain, that, as to 
their outward appearance, they greatly refemble their mother, 
and, that, in their principles and difpofitions, they are alto- 
gether like their father. ‘Their refemblance to pubiic-/pirit has 
enabled them to do much mifchief, by executing the projects of 
private interef?: they have been difperfed all over the world, and 
have acted in every fphere. They have eftablifhed great em- 
pires, and brought them again to deftruction: they have placed 
monarchs upon a throne, and banifhed them toa defert; they 
have appeared in the characters of Alexanders, Bourbons, and Ra- 
villiacs. “They have been aétive both in church and ftate, from 
the minifter to the contractor, from the archbifhop to the cu- 
rate, from the judge to the Newgate folicitor, from the com- 
mander in chief to the quarter-matter, from the court phyfician 
to the itinerant quack. They have always flourifhed in pro- 
portion to the wealth and generofity of the country where they 
have refided : and though this country cannot boaft to have been 
vifited by many of the offspring which public-/p:rit has born 
to a worthy father, yet many of the jobbs, her children by felf- 
intereft, have come over hither from a neighbouring kingdom, 
and have, with great fuccefs, played, both upon our virtues 
and our weaknefs. ‘hey have flattered us by telling us we 
were rich ; and they have amufed us by pretending to increafe 
our riches. ‘They have applauded our generofity; and to give 
us an opportunity of fhewing that we deferved the compliment, 
have been very free in foliciting favours ; and this opportunity 
we have feldom failed to improve. We have lavifhed upon 
them whatever they required ; and they in return have gone off 
with their booty, exulting in their own cunning, and defpifing 
our fimplicity.’— - 
On the ninth day the debate which had begun upon Mr. 
L.ongfield’s motion, was refumed ; and on the fifth day, Dr. L. 
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exprefled himfelf with fuch freedom, that he was called to 
order by feveral members, particularly for faying, that the court 
of Exchequer, great and refpectable as it is known to have 
been, has loit its dignity and is fallen into contempt; an event 
equally unhappy and unavoidable, when fuch perfons as the 
prefent prefide upon the bench: but afterwards he explained 
himfe!f in this manner, ¢ The court of Exchequer confifts of 
the chancellor, treafurer, chief baron and two judges. ‘Thefe 
perfons, five in number, aét in a judicial capacity ; and if from 
thefe five judges, two are eventually taken away, by appointing 
two perfons to fill two of the places, who do not act, whether 
from want of inclination or ability, furely no gentleman will 
pretend to to fay, by fuch diminution, the court has not fallen 
from its diznity. Will not five judges of ability give the court, 
in which they prefide, more dignity than three? at keaft, will 
not a court, which, by its conftitution, is to confift of five 
judges, lofe its dignity if two of them are cyphers? When 
five julges were appointed to that court, it was furely intended 
that five judges fhould aét; and by what contrivances the 
places of two of them have been made fine cures, I do not 
know: but this I know, that we pay them very large falaries 
for doing a duty which they do not do? and I fhould be glad 
to know, if the bufinefs of that court can be effectually done, 
and its dignity effectually maintained, by the acting of three 
judges, why we are to pay five? AsTI believe, no gentleman 
prefent can deny, that two of thefe judges are cyphers, nor that 
a court lofes itsdignity, by having fuch judges, I conclude that 
I might, in this fenfe, without reproach, fay, that the court in 
queftion has fallen from its dignity, and that every gentleman 
here is of the fame opinion.’—Here the ingenious Dr. feems to 
have brought himfelf off very adroitly. 

On the tenth day, in the committee for examining the na- 
tional accounts, Mr. R. F. faid, * Before this committee is ad- 
journed, I think it incumbent upon me to take notice of, a very 
important object of their attention, as it relates to the public 
income and expences, with refpect to an article, upon which, 
in my opinion, the very being of our conftitution in a great 
meafure depends. Inthe firit place, Sir, 1 am extremely forry 
to fay, that though our revenue has, of late years, very cenii- 
derably increafed, yet our expences very confiderably exceed our 
revenue. This circumftance is the more alarming, as no na- 
tional advantage is procured by this increafe of expence, and 
as it has arifen at a time when our public affairs were in the 
{fame fituation as they were when our expences were greatly lefs 
than our income, though our income was far lefs than it is. 
This, Sir, feems to indicate, at leaft, an injudicicus manage- 
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ment in the difpofal of public money, and lays the foundation 
of a public debt, which, by a continuation cf tae fame manage- 
ment, muft perpetually increafe. I may perhaps be told, that 
the fum annually added to this debt, will be but /mail. But I 
an{wer, that we could not poffibly fupport it if it were large, 
and that as large and {mall are relative terms, a debt that would 
be /mall to another nation, will be LARGE to ours.—It is un- 
happily too true that the commerce of this country lics under very 
great difadvantages and its home trade, or manufactories, are very 
much rcftrained by a miftaken policy, which is perpetually 
operating in favour of a fifter country. Our people, in general, 
therefore, muft neceflarily be poor, and unabie to fupport taxes, 
like other countries, to pay intereft for a public debt. On the 
contrary, it is neccflary that we fhould be able to make fome 
favings from our public revenue, in order to counter-balance 
our national difadvantages by pecuniary encouragements, for 
the increale of our manufaétories, and the improvement of our 
trade. Upon this view of our fituation, and 1 appeal to all 
that hear me, whether it is not a true one; it is manifeft that 
a national debt comparatively very fmall, will to us, be total 
ruin: and give me leave to fay it would be fo, if our trade and 
manufactures were in a much better ftate than they are; be- 
caufe our money, what we have of it, does not circulate among 
us, but is drained off by ab/entees, and fquandered on the other 
fide of the water.—I have with fome pains and trouble made a 
very exact calculation of our income, and our expence, for 
fome years back, and I find there was in the year 1757, a fav- 
ing to this country, after the demands of government were fa- 
tisfied, of 86,095 /. to be laid out in improvements. There was 
alfo in the year 1759, a faving of 96,184 /. but in the year 
1761, though the revenue was then confiderably increafed, the 
demands of government exceeded it no lefs than 79,181 /. and 
in the year 1763, though the revenue ftill continued to increafe, 
yet the exceedings amounted to 66,680 /.—This increafe in 
our expences, being fo great, notwithflanding an increafed re- 
venuc, as, inftead of leaving us a furplus of 96,184 /. to bring 
us indebt 79,181 /. in one year, requires a particular examina- 
tion. One article is obvious, the PENsIONS ; fums, large fums 


annually paid to perfons for performing no public fervice; per-: 


fons who have never contributed to the honour or the advan- 
tage of this country, the value of a mite: from whom it can- 
not receive the leaft degree of either, and from whom it is not 
even pretended that it will. But befides this, there is a much 
Jarger fum than formerly allowed for the concordatum: the 
allowance during the late reign, was 5000 /. but in the prefent 
it increafed to 10,coo/. and to that there has fince been an 
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additional increafe of no lets than 16,0007. more: fo that the 
whole increafe, in this ore article, is no lefs than 26,coo/, 
But there is an increafe in another article, that feems more ex- 
traordinary fill, and ! cannot mention it without fome degree 
both of fhame and indiznation—Sveret ferviez.—Of what na- 
ture, Sir, is this fecret fervice? We have no treaties to carry 
on with other nations, iio fecret intelligence to procure from 
abroad; nor dol know of any inte'ligence at home, which it 
is neceflary fecre:'ly to procure, and fecretly to communicate 
to government: | firould therefore think, that a very fmall fum 
would fuffice for this article. 2,991 2. was found fufficent in 
the height of the war, for two years, the years 1759 and 1760, 
and yet. for the two laft years, when the exigencies of ftate 
muft certainly have required leis, we are charged 2,.09/. more, 
the whole charge for thofe years being 5.200 1. This, Sir, 
apnears extremely myfterious to me, and J dare fay does fo to 
every gent'eman that hears me. The increafe in the penfions 
is immenfe, for, at prefent, they amount to no leis than 
42,627/. igs. 24. more thay the civil liit, I therefore humbly 
move, that this fac? may be recovnized by this committee, and 
that it be the refolution of this committee that the penfions da 
exceed the civil lift < 1. 1gs. 2d. 

To this Mir. P. (fuppofed to be Philip Tifdal, Efy; 
Attorncy-Gen ral) replied, ¢ As the computation by which the 
penfions appear co exceed the civil! lift, is intirely an arithe 
metical operation, 1 think it ts proper that every gentleman 
fhould have time to fatisfy himte!f of the refult of it, before 
h: concurs in a refolution by which that refult is declared. 
‘the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft favs, it has coft 
him fone pains and trouble, to make this computation, and 
therefore ‘1 is recfogable to fuppofe, that other eentiemen can- 
not m.ke it without ; fo that if they are not to take it implicit] 
from bim, Pate tirac muft be allowed them, and I chink the 
time of the committee may be better employed, as I do not 
fee what end the refolution propoted w/f!l antwer, when it is 
made.’ 

Mr. R. F. (in reply.) 

© Though the computition coft me fome time and trouble, 
as it was neceflary for me to ftate the article, both of our in- 
come and our expence, ond then to compare the amcunt, it 
may now be ¢ene with the greateft facility, becaufe the accounts 
ready drawn up and itated, lic »pon the table; fo that nothing 
more is necefiary than to write down two fhort lines of Figures, 
and by the moit fimple and ea'y operation in arithmetic, to deduét 
one from the other. I theretore defire that the chairman may 
make it on behalf of us all, and report it, which, I apprehend, 
will, at once, put an end to doubt, and carry univerial con- 
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viSion with it. The mere conviction of the truth of the fact, 
is not, however, the intent of my motion, which I think it 
10W the more neceflary to explain, as the honourable gentle. 
man, who fpoke laft feems wholly at a lofs to guefs what it 
may be. My view, Sir, in the telolution for which I moved, 
is, with all poffible duty and refpe ms to lay before his Majetty 
the fenfe of this houfle, with refpect to the great increale of the 
— expence, in an article from which we can derive no ad- 
antage, and to a degice, which by eradually burthening us 
with a debt, that we are wholly unable to bear > will terminate 
in ourruin. ‘Ihis, 1 think, we owe, as an aétof duty to his 
Majefty : and, us our votes are printed for the information of 
the. public, I _ this faét, in which the public 1s fo nearly 
interefted, fhould appesr in them. I wou!' net, however, 
have it {uppo'ed that [ am an enemy to ail penfions indiferi- 
minately, for I think that gentlemen who have diftinguifhed 
themiclves in the fervice of their countr y, have a right to a 
gratification, and I think it is the intcreft of their c country that 
they fhould have it. ‘To reward merit is to produce it. The 
public, therefore, will purcha‘e greater advantage by thus fti- 
mulating Indi re als to fignalize - themfelves in its fervice, than 
by expending the fume fum in any other manner. All that 
I'mean is, to fhew that this article is fwelled beyond irs due 
bounds, and that the difadvantage of contracting debts, the 
intereit of which can only be paid by the impofition of taxes, 
which cannot be borne, is greater than even the reward of 
merit itfelf can counrer-balance: and I am confident, that if 
his Majefty was apprized of the weight of our burthen, he 
would not fuffer us to bear it.’ 

After fome further debate upon this queftion, Mr. P. T. 
informed the committee that ¢ the Lord Licutenant, upon his 
firft coming to the adminiflration here, reprefented the {tate of 
this country, with refpect to penfions, in fuch a light to his 
Majeity, as induced him to take them into confideration, and 
J am informed, added he, that his Maiefty’s fecretary of ftate has 
fince writen a letter to the Lord Lieutenant, which came to his 
hand Iaft night, impowering him to communicate to this houfe, 
his Majefty’s intention, not to grant penfions upon this efta- 
blifhment hereefter, ex ccept upon very extraordinary occafions, 
either fur lic or years.’ 

Tothis Mr, L. F. (fuppofed to be John Fitz-Gibbon, member 
for Newcaftle, in the county of Dubiin) replied, *I beg 
leave to obferve, that, in my opini on, the intelligence com- 
municated by the honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, is pre- 
mature, and contrary to order. It is premature, becaufe when 
it is known that a parliamentary enquiry is immediately to be 
made, concerning the legality of g:anting away a very great 
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part of the fum annually paid in penfions, it is improper to 
anticipate, in this committee, a debate, which is to come on 
at a meeting of the houfe: and, it is contrary to order, to 
mention any intelligence of this kind in a committee at all. 
Befides, it is at all times improper, as well in the houfe, as in 
a committee, to mention the king or his minifters, in a manner 
that may, in the leatt degree, influence the determination of 
this part of the legiflature, in a queftion, upon which the pub- 
lic intereft fo eflentially depends. When his majefty intends us 
the honour of a meflage, and it is brought to us by the proper 
pag a at his command, it is our duty to receive and confider 

: but when we are deliberating upon a quefiion, that comes 
slew before us as reprefentatives of the people, we are not 
to be told that his majefty has faid this, or his minifter has {aid 
that, much lefs are we to regard the whifpers of a levée, or any 
thing that a minifter thinks fit to drop in a felect junto, with a 
view to have it reach this houfe, in the courfe of its circula- 
lation. I exprefs myfelf with the greateft zeal, on this occa- 
fion, as it certainly behoves us not only to avoid, with the 
utmoft care, all royal or miniflerial influence, but even n the appear= 
ances of it.’ 

Mr. P. T. A. G. 

¢ Not to controvert what has been offered to fhew that the 
intelligence juft communicated to the committee is premature, 
or contrary to order, it is fudlicient for my own juftification, to 
repeat what I faid before, that I did not intend to communicate 
it, and that | had not received any authority fo to do; but as 
fome hints had been thrown out, I thought it better to “explain 
the whole matter, than to let ccntleme: " go away ae uncer- 
tain furmifes, and conceive prejudices, which it might afterwards 
be difficult to remove.’ 





Mr. R. F. 

© Admitting what that honourable Gentleman has faid, with 
refpect to his Majefty’s intention, and that his iniclligence was 
properly conveyed, I think it fhould by no means preclude the 
refolution it is fuppofed to render unneceflary: for I obferve 
that the Royal Intention, as it has been reported to us, relates 
only to penfions for lives or years; whereas the great burthen 
upon this eftablifhment is penfions during plese which we fel- 
dom fee revoked, becaufe they are gener.lly effectual for the 
purpofe intended. It is manifeft, from the ‘oan conduct of 
thofe to whom they are granted, that their influence !s more 
certain, and, therefore, more dangerous, than that of others, 
and for this reafon, as to their Lanediatn tendency, more wor- 

« to be the fubject of an addrefs.’ 
r J. a (fuppofed to be James Denis, E’q; Member for 
desta, in the county of Cork) made ule of tome a gu- 
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ments in favour of the adjournment. And the queftion for the 
adjournment being put, was carried in the negative, 80 againft 
“1. ‘The qucftion was then put for the motion, and pafled in 
the affirmative. 

When this was reported to the houfe, on the 11th day, it 
oceafioned a long and moft alicéting debate. But the queftion 
being put for the propofed addreis to the King, concerning the 
penfions, it paficd in the negative by a {mall majority. 

The Judges, in Ireland, had always held their places only 
during the King’s pleafure. This neceflarily gave the crown 
great influence in the judicial determinations of thete magiftrates. 
It is a well-known faying of King James the firft, ‘¢ that 
while he could make Judges and Bithops, he woud have what 
Law and what Go‘pel he pleafed.” And the con‘equences of 
that Royal Prerogative were very apparent, both in church and 
ftate, in his own reign, and in the reigns of his three imme- 
diate fucceflors —On the fourteenth day of this fefiion, there- 
fore, Mr. L. O. (fuppofed to be Lucius O’Brien, Efg; Mem- 
ber for Ennis, in the County of Clare) made a motion, (which 
he introduced with a very judicious and eloquent fpeech) that 
leave be given to bring in heads of a bill for making the Com- 
miffions of Judges, quamdiu fe bene gefferint, which was ordered 
accordingly, 

On the fifteenthday Mr. R. F. obferved, that, confidering 
the diftrefled fituation of Jreland, at that time, it was a matter 
of the higheft importance to enquire into the extraordinary in- 
creafe of the military eftablifhment, before the fupplies were 
granted ; that inftead of thirty regiments upon the eftablifh- 
ment, there is now no lefs than forty-two, with the fame num- 
ber of men, twelve thoufand. ‘ This, faid he, is extremely 
dangerous to the conftitution; firft, by increafing dependents ; 
and, fecondly, by increafing expence. The expence has in- 
creafed no lefs than 150,0c0]. a year, fince the year 1757, 
which this country is, by no means, able to bear: and this efta- 
blifhment, at prefent, amounts to 100,000]. a year more than 
in the height of the war; befides military contingencies and 
barracks, which amount to a very confiderable fum ’—He ad- 
ded, that the flaff of general officers in Ircland, amounted to 
22,000]. a year, though in England it amounted to no more 
than 17,000 1. fo that the expence in that article was juft dou- 
ble ;—which, he faid, was furely {urprifing, as, in this town, 
{Dublin} there are feldom general officers enougt to make a 
board. 

November 16, the 18th day of the Seffion, being the day 
appointed for confidering the ftate of the penfions, and how the 
increafe of them might be prevented, a great debate arofe; at 
the end of which, the qucftion was put, Whether the enquiry 
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fhould, or fhould not, be put off for a long day, and it was 
carried in the affirmative 126to78. IJnthis debate Mr. W. B. 
faid, * Mr. Speaker! Give me leave to fay, that we have as yet 
been guilty of 110 tnconfiflency, and | cannot believe that we fhall. 
But in what ight fhall we ftand if the following faés fhould be 
alledged againft us f’ 

¢ On Wednefezy the ninth of November, we agreed that 
the nenfions chareed on this civil eftablifhment, were an into- 
Jerable grievance. On the fame day we pafled an unanimous 
refclution, hat, on the Tuefday following, we fhould take 
that grievance into confideration, On that Tuefday, we pafied 
another unanimous refolution, that we would confider the grie- 
vance on the next day; and on that very next day, refolved, 
that we would not confider the grievance at all.’ 

Mr. T— Le H—- (Thomas Le Hunt, Efq; member for the 
town of Wexford) offered many arguments to fhew the impro- 
priety of maxing ufe of his majefty’s name in the debates of 
that houfe; and fuid he fhould be very much fhocked and fur- 
prived, if, after an unanimous refolution of. the houfe for an 
enquiry into fo aiaiming a grievance, a contrary refolution 
fhould take place, and no enquiry fhould be made. He faid, 
fuch a change of conduct could not poffibly be imputed to a 
change of opinion; and muft therefore give occafion to furmifes 
highly detrimental to the honour and dignity of the houfe, 
wholly incompatible with the independence of its members, 
and the true intereft of the country they had been chofen to 
reprefent. 

On the 21ft day, the houfe refolved itfelf into a committee, 
to confider the fupplies, and the Lord Lieutenant’s fpeech ; 
when Mr. P. T. laid before the committee an account of the 
fupplies that would be abfolutely neceflary to carry on the king’s 
bufiefs: and he particularly diftinguifhed the fums neceffary 
for .he military eftablifhment, the civil eftabiifhment, and for 
the payment of intereft on the national Debt; and, after a 
fpeech, made this motion, ‘* That it was the opinion of the 
committee, that the national debt was 520,0001.” which was, 
after fome oppofition, agreed to. 

A moticn was then made that the committee fhould agree to 
grant the uf/ual fupplies ; whic produced a Jong debate: and 
Mr. E. 5. P. moved that the v ord meceffary fhould be inferted 
inftead of the woid u/ual. This occafioned many notable 
{peeches, in which the itate of the nation, and particularly of 
the military eftablifhment, is fully laid open. But at iength it 
was carried in favour of the word u/ual. 

On the 23d day, the report was made from the committee of 
the whole houfe, appointed to confider of the fupplies, &c. 
And befides thofe which they thought neceflary for ihe public, 
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there were feveral refolutions of theirs reported, for confiderable 
fums, to carry on improvements and manufactures in the coun- 
try; from which fums there were great deductions made by the 
houfe, for which deductions the A. G. was always an advocate. 
Upon this Dr. C. L. fpoke to the following effet. © I cannot 
ban highly commend that vigilant attention to the public trea- 
fure, and that fpirit of public ceconomy, which have fo emi- 
nently diftinouifhed the eentleman on the floor over againft me, 
this day: nether can I help exprefling my concern and furprife 
that he fhould Nop thort. He has been very zealous to prevent 
the laying out public money in the improvement of the country, 
but he has very quietly acquiefced in its being fquandcred away 
in penfions to foreigners: nay he has not been lefs eloquent as 
an advocate for this. expence, than as an adverfary to the other. 
As I had no reafon to expeét fo uncommon an inconfiftency of 
conduct, I did not think it would have fallen to my fhare to 
move, as I now do, that 25,0001. be ftruck off the lift of pen- 
fions. I flatter my (elf that every gentleman prefent will cheer- 
fully concur in tuis motion, at leaft every gentleman who has 
diftinguifhed himfelf in favour of ceconomy, and, that as, it 
is evident, the nation will be a gainer, it is not “neceflary to 
— who will be lofers. Except three or four, I believe 

they are all equally undeferving; and if the whole reduction 
was to fall upon the penfioners of this houfe, there would be no 
veafon to regret it: for it would certainly be better for the con- 
{tituiion, if no man in it had either penfion or place. I fhould, 
indeed, be forry to have it thought neceflary, upon this occafion, 
to enquire who the penfioners are, becaufe, I believe, it would 
puzzle the moft knowing man in the kingdom to tell us: the 
very finding them out, to remit them their money, is attended 
with difficulty and trouble ; and I cannot help confidering many 
of them as not having fo much as a name.’—But this motion 
was withdrawn. 

On the 25th day Mr. E. S. P. faid, ¢ I think one of the 
greateft ieiiconennes arifing from the grant of penfions, is the 
enriching aliens with the treafure of our country. I fhall com- 
municate a fact to this houfe, from which it will appear, that 
the grant of penfions to aliens, is fuppofed to be contrary to the 
fenfe of the nation, even by the advifers of fuch grant, and 
therefore not avowed, though made. ‘There isa penfion grant- 
ed nominally tq one George Charles, but really to monfieur 
De Vercis, the Sardinian Adini/ler, for negotiating the peace, 
that has juft been concluded with the minifter ot France. 1 mutt 
confefs, Sir, that in my opinion, this fervice deferved no fuch 
recompence, at leaft on our part: fo that in this cafe, our mo- 
ney is not only granted to an alien, but to an alien who has no 
meciit topicad. If it be thought a defenfible meafure, I fhould 
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be glad to know, why it was not avowed; and, why, if it be 
proper that we fhould pay 19001. a year to monheur Verois, 
we fhould be made to believe that we pay it to George Charles. 
In fhoic, Sir, as penfions are indifcriminately given for all pur- 
pofes, upon all occafions, and to al! perions, both for lives and 
for years, | think ‘tis a duty incumbent upen this houfe to 
addrefs his majeiiy on this occeficn, and to reprefent to him 
the real itate of the kingdom, &c.’ This propofal occafioned a 
long angry debate, which was thus concluded by Dr L. ‘I 
am exiremely furprifed, Sir, at fome of the objections that I 
have heard made again the laying cur complaints before the 
throne, by an addreis. We have been told that it is a delicate 
matter. and that we had better conciliate good will, than pro- 
voke refentment. Some oblique thrceatnings have alfo been 
thrown cut, and an attempt has been made to over-awe us, b 
the dread of fome evils which it has been infinuated that this 
refentment may produce. But what opinion mutt we entertain 
of his majefly, if we conceive thefe evils to be real, and this 
dread to be weli-toundedf It has already been obferved, that 
his majefty has not the power to hurt us, being innocent; and, 
God forbid that we fhould fu>pofe him to have the wi//, What 
can be more injurious to that amiable and beneficent charaéter, 
for which he has ever been diftinguifhed, than to imagine that 
if we humbly apprize him of our fufferings, he will, not only 
leave us without redrefs, but punifh us for complaining! His 
majetty, 1 am fure, would be greatly troubled if he thought 
we had difhonoured him by fo unworthy an opinion, and our 
fifter country would certainly confider our timid acquiefcence 
in public grievances without complaint, and our voluntary re- 
ceding from our conftitutional dignity and privileges, as a 
reproach to us, and a bad omen to herfelf: for as we form to- 
gether one aggregate, whatever weakens a part, muft neceflaril 
diminifh the ftrength of the whole. I think, therefore, that, 
in duty to our conftituents, in friendfhip to Great Britain, and 
in honour to the crown, we fhou!d conient to this addrefs.’ 

The queftion being then put, it pafled in the negative 124 
againtt 55. 

Mr. P. then moved, ¢ That 2n humble addrefs of thanks 
be prefented to his majefty for his gracious intentions towards 
this kingdom, concerning the not granting of penfions for Ives 
or years, upon this eftablifhment; figniiied by one of his ma- 
jefty’s principal fecretaries of ftate to his excellency the lord 
Jicutenant, and by him communicated to one of his majetty’s' 
principal fervants in this kingdom, and hy him to this houf>.’ 

Mr. P. T. the A. G. 

‘It is certain that no fuch addrefs can be prefented, confitent- 

ly with propriety, or the rules of parliament, for the fubject of 
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itis not regularly berore cie Houfe, nor was ever intended to be 
fo. I :hought.t my duty indecd, to declare what J knew of a 
particular tran{uAion, when I was calied upon fo to aie 
did not fay that any affurance came by order of the King, ina 
letter froma principal Sccretary of State to the Lord  ccmennal 
[that his Majefty would not hercafcer grant any more fuch 
pemiions, exccp: upon extraordinary occafions ] but that his 
majeiiy bad fid foin a private converfation. Now, Sir, tho’ 
his iviajefty’s gracious declaration, even in private d, fcourfe, 
deferves the greatcft confidence, yet furely it is not a proper 
fubject for an ‘addrefs of this houfe: for it is wholly unprece- 
dented and unparliamentary, to found an addrefs upon any ‘thing 
that has not, in a public and folemn manner, been communi- 
cated to this houfe !’ 

Mr. P. replied, ¢ that he could not recollect that the honour- 
able gentleman had been called upon either by himf{-!* >r by 
any other member, when he made the declaratior: ©: cucttion, 
but that he did it voluntarily and from himicis: that fuch de- 
claration had moit alluredly influenced the houfe, mainv gentle- 
men having declare’ that their vote had been determined by 
it: that the mode in which the aflurance had been communi- 
cated, was a matter of no confequence ; the communication of 
it had had a powerfuleffect : therefore as the aflurance had been 
thought to deferve confidence, he was of opinion that it deferved 
thanks: and that, as their farther proceedings to obtain a re- 
drefs of the grievance of penfions had been tto pped by his Ma- 
jefty’s gracious declarations, it was but juft, both with refpect 
to themfelves and his Majefty, to let him. know it, that he 
might be fenlille of their confidence in him. and, at the fame 
time, that they continued in the fame fentiments, as to pe nfions, 
after they reli. quifaedticir proceedings againft them, wich they 
entertained before : and were ftill o- pinion, that they were 
repugnant to the honour of his Majefty, aod the protperiiy of 
his gl 

air H. }. (Henry Flood) then fpoke to the following efftaQ— 

© As I troubled the houfe with iny jentiments at large with 
refpect to penfions, on a former occalion, I had determined to 
fay no moreon the fubject; yet find myfelf forced from my 
refolution, for I have this night beard fuch things as would 
“¢ caule the | lips even of the dumb to {pcak.” 1 have heard it 
infinuated, that we ought quietly and tamely to acquicice in a 
grievance without coniplaint, for fecr our comp! ~ t fhould be 
refented as an affront, and puniihed asa crime, But as £ am 
injured in fuch infinuations in common with every fubject 
of this free tate, and as iam reftrained by no tuch principles of 
flavith fear, I wi? complain of the injury I have received. To 
tell us that we ought to bend our neck to the yoke, merely be- 
caule it is hed out, is to fuovert cur honour, and alienate our 
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birth-tight. The whole world, Sir, has a better opinion of the 
Britifh conftitution, and of this national aflembly ; and, God 
forbid, that qe fhould think unworthily of ourfelves, that we 
fhould forfeit our privileges, or betray our truft ! God forbid 
that we fhould fink into voluntary Savery, by a fupine timidity, 
th:t will render us contemptible even to our tyrants, and odious 
to the magnanimous nation which glorioufly maintains that inde- 
pendance and freedom, that honour and thote privileges, of which 
we feem not to know the value, and which if we give up, we 
fhall certainly not deferve to enjoy.’ 

After a long debate, the queftion was put for the addrefs and 
carried in the negative. 

Mr P. then moved that an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, moft humbly to befeech his Majefty, that he will be 
gracioufly pleafed to recall the penfion of 10001. a year granted 
to George Charles, Efg; on the 15th day of laft July, for the 
term of 31 years, in truft for the Sardinian miniitcr, as a reward 
for negociating the late treaty of peace with France and Spain. 
This alfo pafled in the negative. 

Nov. 29, 176%. the 2gth day of the Seffion. 

The houfe refulved itfelf into a committee to take into confi- 
deration the loan bill—for enabling his Majefty to borrow the 
fum of 100,000]. that remained unborrowed of the 400,0001. 
which the crown had been empowered to borrow the laft ycar, 
ifthe ordinary fupplies fhould fall fhort. Mr. L O 
{poke thus, ‘I rife up to object to that claufe which alters the 
nature of the bill in which it is inferted, from all the bills of the 
kind that have ever been known before; for it makes it at once 
a loan bill and a bill of credit. That gentlemen may fee how 
different the credit given now is from the credit hitherto given 
to government, I fhall beg leave to ftate the progrefs of that 
credit in as regular and fuccinét a manner asI can. Jn the year 
1715, a time when we were involved in all the danger and di- 
ftrefs of a rebellion, this houfe, fenfible of the uncommon exi- 
gencies of the ftate, gave an unlimited vote of creditto governe 
ment; which, I hope, no fuch danger and diftreis will ever 
make neceflary again. In 1733 another vote of credit was given; 
and another in 1741. The late very expenfive war, and the 
danger of an invafion from abroad, compelled the miniftry to 
reprefent to the lord lieutenant, the neceffity of putting the 
country in a ftate of defence; upon which, two applications 
were made to parliament, one in the year 1759, and the other 
in the year 1761, for the aid of confiderable {ums, which were 
accordingly granted. Now, two things are to be confidered in 
the courle of this credit. Firft, It was always given in confe- 
quince of an application from theminiftry to this houfe, in times 
oj Sanger and diflrefs; and fecondly, that the bill of aid went 
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regularly through the committee of the whole houfe, and 
through all the forms which have ever been held eflentially ne- 
ceffary toa meafure of fo much con{equence tothe nation. Neither 
would the application from government have been effectual, if 
it had been founded upon imaginary danger orchimerical wants. 
The houfe never opened the public purfe till it was fully con- 
vinced of the reality of the exigencies that were fuggefted ; and, 
even then, it was done with all the caution, circum{pection and 
deliberation that becomes thoie who di/pofe of money that has 
been depofited, as a tru(t, in their hands. But how dif- 
ferent from all this is our prefent conduét! We now, when 
there are ncither wars, nor rumours of wars, when there is no 
danger without: nor any occafion of uncommon expence with- 
in; when his majelty has been gracioufly pleafed to tell us, 
that nothing more than the ufual fuppiies fhall be demanded, and 
recommends to us the leflening the national debt, we are now, 
without the leaft color or pretence, contrary to all precedent, 
and, in a moft unparliamentary manner, granting an aid of 
100,0Cc0]. without either folicitation or requeft, by lugging a 
claufe into a loan bill, for that purpofe. I am forry to fay, 
that the introduction of this claufe has been managed when the 
houfe has been very thin, and when nothing of the kind was 
expected; and I moft heartily intreat that every gentleman of 
the few that are now prefent, wou!d confider the fatal tendency 
of the meafure in queftion, Let us not lightly give up a prero- 
gative on which our very being depends, the power we have over 
the public money, by letting it, as it were, flip through our 
hands, and, inftead of giving it, fuiter it to be tekex. From our 
tenacious care and cautious di:pofal of the public money we de- 
tive power, both from the crown and from the peopie; the 
people think us worthy of confid-nce, and the crown, of atten 
tion. But if we give our money unafked, and unexpected, we 
undervalue our grants on one hand, and betray our truft on the 
other : we lavith our treafure merely to make ourfelves cheap, 
and fo by one act become both poor and contemptible. Yet we 
fhould, even for the fake of the crown, and of our fifter-country, 
keep the power and importance that is ftill left us, and be faiths 
ful over our fingle talent, that in a day of danger and diftrefs, 
fuch a day as we have feen, and fuch as we may fee again, we 
may have it in our power, not only to defend ourfelves, but to 
affift our protectors. But befides thefe ftrong, and, in my opi- 
nion, irrefragable arguments, again{t this vote of credit, for fo I 
mutt call it, pafled in this manner, and at this time, there is 
the danger of the precedent, which fhould by no means be 
overlooked. The only pretence for the meafure from which 
all thefe evils will arife, is, that the duties say fall fhort of the 
fums that we have voted asa fupply. But as it appears from the 
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clofeft calculation I can make, that there is not the leaft danger 
of fuch a deficiency, I muft put my negative upon the claute.’ 
Mr. P. T. the A. G. 

I entirely agree with the honorable gentleman, who {poke laft 
with refpect to the methods ufually practifed in pafling votes of 
credit; but I am far from confidering the claufe, impowering 
his majefty to extend the- 100,000]. unborrowed of the aid 
granted the laft feffion to make good the fupp!y now granted ; if 
the duties fhould prove deficient, as a vote of credit. I[ believe 
every gentleman muft allow that the houfe is under an indifpen- 
fible obligation to provide for the civil and military eftablifh- 
ment, and for the payment of intereft on the loan, befides the 
fums that have been granted for the improvement of the coun- 
try: and, notwithftanding the calculation by which the honor- 
able gentleman fays it appears that the duties will not be deli- 
cient for thefe purpofes, { wiil take upon me to fay that they 
will be deficient. What then is to be done? We have but 
one alternative. We mutt either lay on new taxes, or we niuft 
enable the crown to borrow now what we had enabled it to 
borrow before, and what, not having wanted, it had not before 
borrowed! F 

To this Mr, J— Fitz G— replied, in the following terms : 
© I am forry to fay that I have the misfortune to differ from the 
very learned gentleman who {poke laft, in every particular. [ do 
not think that we are reduced to what the honorable gentleman 
is pleafed to call an alternative ofnew taxes, ora vote of credit 
for 100,000 |. I fay a vote of credit, for fuch it appears to me. 
It has been infinuated that this vote of credit is to ftani in the 
place of new taxes: but I muft beg leave to fay, that it will 
make new taxes neceflary ; fo that it is a {word with two edges 
drawn againft this unhappy and diftrefled country : it is a ne 
unprecedented, unparliamentary, and dangerous mode of giving 
the government power over the money of the public: and itis not 
only a certain fource of new taxes, buta probable cauic of their 
perpetuity. Is not intereft to be paid for this 100.0001? and 
how are we to raifemoncy to pay this intcreft, but by new taxes? 
Is not this intereft to be an annual burthen, till the principal is 
paid off? And, is it probable, that, if we proceed as we have 
begun, we fhall be able to reduce our public debt ? One of the 
the great evils of what is called borrowing and funding is, that 
the fame taxes muft be levied in time of peace as during a war; 
and that the burthen laid on during the greateft exigency, 
muft be continued on our fhoulders, when the exigency is over. 
It is alfo equally true, and equally to be lamented, that by bor- 
rowing and funding, we fhall, in fo fhort a time as twenty years, 
have paid 40s. in the pound for all the expences of ftate, even 
with refpect to that part of the public debt, which we will fup- 


pofe 











16 fn Effay concerning the Cauje of 
pofe to be then paid off. If «we borrow this year 1001. to de- ; 
fray the expence of fome exigency, and immediately apoly it ta =| 
that purpofe, it is manifeft tuat if we pay inireit f..c this fum, 
after the rate of 51]. per cent. we thail, at the end of twenty years, 
have paid juft as much for intereft as the fum bo:rowed a- 
mounts to, and tnat if we then repay the fum borrowed, we 
fhall have paid juft 2001. for the expences which 1001]. would 
have defrayed. | fhall not however enter further into this fub- 
ject. That the claufe now in queftion is without precedent, 
that it is ill-timed, thatit is unneceflary, has been proved with fuch 
force, both of reafon and eloquence, that it would ill become 
me to ufe any arguments for the fame purpofe. I fhall only fay, 
that if we areto increafe the public debt, at a time like this, I 
cannot conceive when it is to be leflened. A fuccefsful war is 
juft concluded, and all Europe is in a ftate of profound peace ; 
et we have ftruggled in vain againft an increafe not only of our 
civil, but military eftablifhment, without the leaft hope of being 
able to provide for them, fince no plan of any extent or confe- 
quence has been propofed with refpect to our commerce, trade or 
manufactures, from which a reafonable expectation may be 
formed, either of population or riches.’ 
Many other fpeeches were made on this occafion. But the 
queftion being put, the claufe for granting the 100,000], was 


agreed to. 
[To be concluded in our next. } KR --fi- 








An Effay concerning the Caufe of the Endemial Cole of Devonfhire, 
which was read in the Theatre of the College of Phyficians, in 
London, on the Twenty-ninth Day of ‘fune, 1767. By George 
Baker, Fellow of the College of Phyficians, and of the 
Royal Socicty, and Phyfician to her Majefty’s Houfhold*. 


1767. 


HE Colica Saturnina, of Juncker ;—Plumbariorun, of Ra- 
mazzini :—Pid?orum et Figulorum, of Dubois and others :— 
Piétonum, of Citefius :—and Damnoniorum, of Huxham: are all 
only varieties of the fame difeafe; are marked with the fame 
diftinguifhing characters ; and probably alfo proceed from the 
fame individual caute, viz. the poifonous qualities of lead. 
The names of moft of the above difeafes denote their origin. 
As tothe Colica Pictonum, it has been obferved to prevail moft 


* Though we have taken this efflay into our Review, we think it 
neceffary to inform the public, that as yet, itis not printed for fale: the 
author’s prefent intention being only to oblige fome particular friends ; 
and to advertife thofe, whom this fubjeét more immediately concerns, 


of an evil, which cannot be too expeditioufly removed. 
where 


4 


4 e_—_ 





e & Qrnv. 


he 


Sy 


LOE TENT OTe 


—_—— 


| the Endemial Calic of Devonfbire. t7 
where the wines are weak and four; and has been attributed by 
fome writers to the acid in thofe wines; by others, to the li- 
tharge ufed to correct this acid, and render the wines more pa- 
latable. Zeller takes notice of the revival of the adulteration of 
wine with Litharge in the Dutchy of Wirtemberg, in the be- 
ginning of the prefent century. He afferts that though the 
wines in the neighbourhood of Tubinga, were as acid as vine- 
gar, the inhabitants had long drank them with impunity, till 
this fraud was introduced. 

The Colica Damneniorum, or Devonthire colic, has lately en- 
gaged the attention of Dr. Baker; and he has very commenda- 
bly exerted his medical abilities, to find out the caule of this 
local difeafe. The refult of his inquiries and experiments is 
this, that the Devonfhire colic is occafioned by the lead, with 
which the cyder of that county is impregnated. 

The faéts from which Dr. Baker draws this conclufion, are 
the following. That this difeafe is no longer endemic in the 
province of Poitou, and other parts of France and Germany, 
fince the ]uws of thefe countries, have made this pernicious me- 
thod of adulteration, punifhall- by death.—That it appears from 
t@ authority of Dr. Wail of Worcefter, that the counties of Here- 
ford, Gloucefter, and W orcefter, are not, fo far as he knows, fubje& 
tothis colic : that there is no lead, which can give occafion to the 
difeafe, ufed in any part of their apparatus: that once indeed, 
in a plentiful year of apples, he knew a farmer, who wanting 
cafks, filled a large leaden ciftern with new cyder, and kept it 
there, till he could procure hogfheads fufficient to contain the 
liquor ; and the confequence was, that all who drank of this 
cyder were affected by it as the lead-workers ufually are: eleven 
of them were in the Worcefter infirmary at one time.—Dr. 
Wall further obferves, that he had lately two or three paticnts 
in that diflemper, occafioned by their having drank cyder made 
in a prefs covered over wich lead :; but this fact of a cyder-prefs 
covered with lead, is a fingular, ard perhaps the only inftance 
of the kind in this part of England: the bed of the prefs had 
been cracked by difufe, and the farmer contrived this covering, 
to prevent a lofs of his liquor.—Dr. Baker finds on inquiry, that 
the difeafe is very commonall over the county of Devon; but 
that it particularly infefts thofe parts of the county, where the 
greateft quantities of cyder are made: tuat the moor-ftones 
which compofe the circular trough, in which the apples are 
ground, are cramped together wici iron and melted lead poured 
Into the interftices ; and that the ihequalities of the ftones them- 
feives at their joinings are filled up ta,the fame manner: that it 
is likewife common, in feveral parts of the county, either to line 
the cyder preffes entirely with lead ; or to make a border of lead 
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guite round the prefs: that in many other places, where thefe 
methods are not ufed, it is common to nail fheet-lead over any 
cracks or joints in the prefles ; and likewile to convey the juice 
from the prefics in lead pipes. Moreover, that he is informed, 
it is the practice of fome farmers, in managing their weak 
cyder, to put a lead weight into the cafks, to pievent the four- 
nels of the liquor. 

Dr. Baker’s experiments on the mu/?, or exprefied juice of the 
apples before fermentation, fhew that it has lead diflulved in it. 
The cyder alfoof the preceeding year gave evident figns of lead, 
but in lefs proportion.--Experiments made_on the Hereford- 
fhire cyder, fhewed no fuch impregnation. —Dr Saunders, who 
affifted Dr. Baker in the above experiments, made an extract 
from eighteen quarts of Devonfhire cyder, bottled; and from 
this extract he procured by the aflay, four grains and an half of. 
lead. 

Such are the fa&ts which are afferted and infifted upon by Dr. 
Baker. From thefe he thinks it demonftrated, that the peculiar 
noxious impregnation in the Devonfhire cyser, is lead: and from 
this fource only he derives the PRoviNCIAL DisEASE. 





Some Obfervations on Dr. Baker's Effay on the endemial Colic of 
Devinfhire. By Francis Geach, Surgeon at Plymouth, and 
F.R.S. To which are added, fome Remarks on the fame 
Subject, by the Reverend Mr. Alcock. 8vo. 1s. Baldwin. 


R. Geach, in this pamphlet, endeavours to invalidate the 

facts and experiments advanced by Dr. Baker in ate eflay 
on tne caufe of the endemial colic of Devonfhire.—* Mr. 
Worth, fays he, a gentleman in the north of Devon, and a 
great cyder-maker, declares, that he never knew any lead at all 
ufed in any of the pounds, and yet his tenants and neighbours 
are more univerfally affiéted with the colic than any other peo- 
ple, in other parts of the county.’—Again, ‘ Mr. Ward, a ver 
reputable farmer near Gakhampton, informs me, that laft au- 
tumn all the lead in his pound (which was a very fmall quan- 
tity) happened to get loofe from the iron fpill, and was by the 


mooritone grinder broken to pieces. “This accident was not dif-~ 


covered, till a large quantity of cyder had run of, All this 
liquor, however, amounting to many hogfheads, and which 
(according to Dr. Baker’s opinion) muft have been full ly im- 
preenated with lead, has been fince ufed without any ill ef- 

fect.’ 
‘ But in fact, proceeds Mr. Geach, not one pound in fifty 
has any lead at al, or net of any confequencein it. All the 
apples 





D, 





av 


oe 


Saunders’s Anfwer to Geach’s Obfervations, &c. 1g 


apples are comprefled in wooden pounds, or ground in iron or 
wooden mills. Indeed a little lead is fometimes ufed in moors 
flone troughs; and where the ftones are not jointed clofely, the 
interftices are filled, not always with lead, but ofien with clay, 
lime, fapd and ftones. It cannot, I believe, be proved that 
fheet lead is nailed over any prefs, in any part of Devon (that 
at Alphington excepted) much lefs that the exprefled juice is con- 
veyed through leaden pipes. 

As to the lead which was procured by Dr. Saunders from the 
aflayed extract ; it appears from the letters of Mr. More, a very 
diftinguifhed and experienced chemift, that the cyder from 
which Dr. Saunders made his extraét, was taken out of bottles 
which had lead fhot in them ; that from the extract itfelf feveral 
globules of lead were picked out, which could be nothing but 
Jead fhot ; and that the lead which was obtained by aflay from 
the extract, was probably derived from the fame fource. 

Mr. Alcock in his curfory remarks, aflerts, that * in moft 
places in Devonfhire, the caufe (affigned by Dr. Baker) does 
not exift at all.’—* Very few oats, fays he, or cyder prefies in 
Devon are lined with lead, or have aleaden border. I never 
faw or heard of any fuch, till this gentleman informed me of 
one at Alphington.’ 

We take no notice of the vague obfervations and hypothetical 
reafonings which are fcattered through this pamphlet. They 
are of no weight with refpect to the point in queftion. D 

a 





An Anfwer to the Obfervations of Mr. Geach, and to the curfory 
Remarks of Afr. Alcock, on Dr. Baker’s Effay on the endemial 
Colic of Devonfhire. In a Letter from Dr. Saunders to Dr. 
Baker. 8vo. 1s. Dilly. 


H EN fa&s are oppofed to facts, the weight and authen- 

ticity of fuch faéts muft be very carefully examined.— 

Dr. Saunders thinks the declaration of Mr. Worth, much too 
general; and that of Mr. Ward, inconclufive. Befides the 
evidence of Dr. Wall with refpect to the laft of thefe points, we 
have here the authority of another gentleman of the faculty. 
‘ Dr. Nooth aflures me, fays Dr. Saunders, that in Doifetthire, 
particularly on the fide near to Somerfetthire, the cyder-preffvs 
are very frequently lined with lead; and that the colica picto- 
num is moit frequent in thofe parifhes where they ufe the moft 
Jead: he knows a gentleman who makes a great deal of cyder, 
but who ules no lead in his utenfils; the colic of Poitoy is never 
in that genileman’s family, though his fervants denk large 
quantities of cy@er —¢ It is likewife a common practice among 
the farmers of Du rfethhire, to buy from the apothecaries large 
quantities of facchar faturni, With which they are known to 
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fweeten their cyder. ‘This I can affirm from the pofitive tefta- 
mony of gentlemen of credit, who refide mn that cou. y.’ 

Dr. Saunders next confiders Mr. Geachs own evidence on 
this fubje&t. ¢¢ Not one pound in fifiy, fays Mr Geach, contains 
any leaa at al!” Mir. Geach, con{cious that this 1s much too 
bold an aflertion, or in other words abfolutely falfe, qualifies it 
with, § or not of any canfequence.e All the apples are campreffed in 
wooden pounds, or ground ii iron or wooden mills.” If all the apples 
are thus comprefled and groun4, it is, I imagine to be prefumedy 
that the moorftone troughs, ‘* zz which a little lead 1s fometimes 
ufed,” are never employed.’ Again, ** It cannot I believe be 
proved, that fheet-lead is nailed over any prefs in any part of Devony 
that at Alphington excefted.” What will this author fay, if 
reply, it can be proved, that in the year 1766, there were 
many fuch preffes, in feveral parts of the county. It can be 
proved bya certificate, which you (Dr. Baker) have fhewn me, 
thdt in three parifhes only, there were at leaft thirty preffes 
lined with lead. This 1s no bearfay or random affertion.’ 

As to the fallacy in the affair of the bottled cyder, and aflayed 
extract ; hear what Dr. Saundeis advances in his own defence.— 
* About the month of Odctcber laft, ! received from you eighteen 
quarts of cyder, from which I was to prepare an extract, and 
make an allay, not doubting but that the quantity of lead de- 
tected by you in your former experiments, might be ftill ren 
dereg more fenfible. 1 evaporated the liquor in a ftone veffel, 
to fi confiftence of an extract, and was fomewhat furprifed to 
find in the extract, a fmma]] quantity of malleable lead; this I 
immediately fufpected might arife from fhot in the bottles; of 
this fufpicion you had the earlieft intelligence. I picked out all 
the lead carefully; and my own private aflaying furnace not 
being in order, I carried it to be aflayed at a place where I met 
with Mr. More: I told him what [ was engaged in, and imme- 
diately hinted tohim my fufpicion regarding the accuracy of that 
experiment, and fuggefted the propriety, and urged the necef- 
fity of repeating it: however, I proceeded in theallay, although 
I meant to lay no ftrefs on it; this he knew perfectly well, as 
I told him, I would fet about making another extract imme- 
diately: the rejult of the affay of which is referred to in your fifth 
experiment.” 

‘Ifthe public, however, fhould ftiil hefitate about the vali- 
dity of this laft aflay, as being from bottled cyder, their doubts 
will be removed, when your papers are publifhed, in which they 
will fee, that an affay has been made, under the eye of feveral 
gentlemen of candour and veracity, from cyder taken imme- 
diately from the cafk, by which aquantity of malleable lead was 
ebtained,’ 
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Thus we have given -ur readers the prefent fate of the facts 
with refpect to the lead in the Devonfhire evder apparatus, and 


its effects in producing the endemia: colic ; and upon the whole, 


we apprehend, that the ballance is confiderably in favour of 


Dr. Baker. | . D : 


— 





ays Medical avd Experimental on the following Subje&s, viz. 
I. The Empiric. (1, Toe Dogmatic; or, Arguments for and 


againft the Ufe of Thesry and Reafening in Phy/x. III. Experi- 


anents and Obfervations on Ajiringents and Bitters. IV. On the' 


Uses and Operations of blifters. V. On the Refianblance between 
Chyle and Aili. By ‘Vanomas Percival M.D. F.R.S. 
8vo. 3s. 6¢. Johnfon and Davenport. 


R. Perciva!, in the firft of thefe Eflays, is an advocate 

for the empiric ; and in a declamatory kind of ftyle, pro- 
pofes to point out, the folly, fallacy, and dangerous confe- 
quences of thecry and reafoning in medicine.—In the fecond 
Effay, our author ftands forth as a dogmatift : and now the ar- 
gument is as cicar again{ft the empiric, as it was before againft 
the dogmatiit.-—* The rationalift has every advantage which the 
empiric can boaft, from reading, obferyation and practice, ac- 
companied with fuperior knowlege, underftanding and judg- 
ment.’ Thus, our author, by fuppofing himfelf firft of one 
party and ‘lien of the other, endeavours to do juftice to both,— 
We ihali only obferve to our readers, that thele two eflays con- 
tain fome ufeful and entertaining obfervations; the argument 
however, as is not unufual in this kind ef writing, is fometimes 
run a litile out of breath. . 

The third Effay, which treats of aftringents and bitters, com- 
prehends a number of accurate and ingenious experiments, from 
which are deduced fome ufeful, practical obfervations. With- 
out entering into any minute detail of the contents of this eflay, 
we fhall give our readers, Dr. Percival’s recapitulation of the 
principal faéts which have been afcertained. 

‘ 1. The peruvian bark, and many other vegetable bitters and 
aftringents, yield their virtues as perfectly to cold as to boiling 
water. 


* 2. As much of the refin of the bark is diffolved by cold ma- 
ceration as by cottion. 
‘ 3. Trituration promotes and increafes the folution of the 
bark in water, 
5. Quick lime neither quickens, nor increafes the folution 
of the bark in water, contrary to the aflertion of Mr. Macbride. 
‘6. The bark will not yield all its virtues either to cold 
watcr, boiling water, or rectified fpirits of wine, nor probably 
C 32 to 
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to any other menfiruum fingly employed. After thirty cold ma~« 
cerations, and twenty-five coétions in different parcels of water, 
each refiduum, though perfeétly infipid, yielded a bitter and 
aftringent tin@ture when digefted in rectified fpirits of wine. 


wigeg When that menfiruum acquired neither tafte nor colour 
from the bark, cold water extracted from it a manifeft degree 
of aftringency. | 

. Gold water is a more powerful folvent of the bark, than 
reQtified fpirit of wine. But brandy is a ftronger menffruum 
than water, and Rhenifh wine than brandy. 

‘8. Acids, bitters and aftringents neutralife each other, form- 
ing what the chemifts term a tertium quid. When combined to- 
gether in due proportion, their tafle and fmell is altered; the 
acids lofe the property of ftriking a red colour with fyrup of 
violets; and their antifeptic powers in combination are double 
the fum of them when feparately employed. ‘The bark like- 
wife with vinegar hath the property of reftoring fweetnefs to 
putrid fubftances, which Mr. Macbride affirms it hath not 
alone, 

<g. The vegetable acids combined with aftringents diminifh 
their aftrictive power an the dead fibre; the mineral acids in- 
creafe it, 

‘10. Aftringency and bitternefs are diftinét properties, and 
are united together in very different proportions in different ve- 
getables, 

‘11. Neither the tafte, nor the power of ftriking a black co- 
Jour with chalybeates, nor yet the property of hardening animal 
fibres, whether fingly or collectively taken, are certain criteria 
of the aftringent power of a medicine on the living body. 

‘12. The power of flriking a black colour with green vitriol 
is not always a teft of aftringency on the dead fibre ; nor is it 
common to all vegetable aftringents. Rue yields a faint black, 
on the addition of /a/ mariis to an infufion of it, and yet is not 
aftringent : Gentian, on the contrary, ftrikes no black, al- 
though it isa pretty ftrong aftringent. 

‘13. Putrid gall is neutralifed by all acids. But thofe of the 
native vegetable clafs alone, entirely fweeten it. 

‘ 14. Whatever deprives green vitriol of its acid, whether 
it be heat, the addition of an alkali, or repeated affufions of 
water, deftroys its power of ftriking a black colour with veges 
table aftringents. 

_ © 15. Anacid, contrary to the opinion of Dr. Lewis, is ef- 
frntially neceifary to the above-mentianed property of green 
vitriol. 

‘16, Ink, feems to be a combination of vitriolic acid, iron, 
anda certain proportion of vegetable alirjngent matter.’ 
From 


On rs Sees after repeated digeftions in rectified fpirits of. 
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From the doctrine which is laid down in the 8th article of 
this recapitulation, viz. that acids, and bitters, neutralife each 
ether, &c. Dr. Percival points out the ufe and operation of 
bitters in aciditics of the firft paffages: the ufe alfo of acids ina 
redundancy, and depraved itate of the bile. He further ob- 
ferves, that, § in a pofthumous work of the learned Dr. Boer- 
haave, publifhed by his pupil Van Eems, it is aflerted, that the 
deleterious eftects of fcammony, colocynth, and {purge are cor- 
reGted by vinegar. Thefe are all vegetable bitters, aid pro- 
bably the action of the acids confitts in neutralifing them. If 
this be the cafe, the ufe of vinegar as an antidote, may perhaps 
be more extenlive than is commonly fuppofed. For many of 
thofe fubftances, which on account of their virulent and perni- 
cious effects on the body, are termed poifons, havea contiderable 
d€orce of bitternefs ; as may be inftanced in the /auro cera/us, 
nux VOMICA, helleborus, nicotiana, canphor 9 Op: int), eu; sbirbinmy 
afarum, bryonia, elaterium, chelidonium majus, &c. And it is 
at Jeaft as ‘probable, that their noxious qualities refide in cheir 
bitter, as in any ether part of their compofition.’ We fhall 
not particularly examine into the conclufivenefs of this manner 
of reafoning ; but as the experiments here rclated, may be ufe- 
fully applied in cafes where an over dofe of opium has been 
thrown into the ftemach, and cannot therefore be too univer- 
fally known, we fhall eandecive them. 

¢ On communicating this conjecture, fays our Author, to my 
ingenious and learned friend Dr. Mathew Dobion oF _—— 
he furnifhed me with the two following experiments in contir 
mation of it: 








EXPERIMENT I. 


“<¢ May 21, 1764. Twelve grains of opium, diffolved in 
half an ounce of water, were given to a pointer bitch, which 
weighed twenty five pounds and two ounces. The natu: a 
ftate of her pulfe was from 110 to 11§ pulfations in a minute 
and it fhould be premifed, that in making the followin: ex wee 
riments, I never examined the pulle, but after fe bad been 
in my room 15 or 20 minutes, and was cithe? afleep or lay at 
reft. 

*¢ Soon after giving her the epium, fhe looked heavy ; fia- 

vered a great deal; and appeared to be much eitvaded with the 
ie of the opium. 

«* When at liberty, fhe went out into the open air, but was 
cull and moved lowly. 

‘© One hour after; pulfezs5. Very uneafy and diftreiicd, 
An univerfal rigour and trembling every five or fix feconds, 

Two hours after; pulfe 60. Had run out into the ftreet 
for half an hour; head rather gildy, with an uniteadiacis in her 
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gait; complains and groans frequently; heavy, but does not 
fleep much ; flavers a great deal. 

‘© Three hours after; pulfe 5g. In other refpects much 
the fame. | 

‘© Five hours after; pulfe 60. Had been in the open air 
for more than an hour ; rather ftaggered as fhe went down fome 
fteps; frequently kept her head very ereét, but not iteady ; flept 
very little; loft all her playfulnefs; flavers; refufes to eat 
bread ; offended with the tafte of the opium ; and has ftill the 
tremblings and twirchings | 

*¢ Fight hours after; pulfe 80. More brifk, and feems to be 
coming to herielf again. 

«¢ T'welve hours after; pulfe 86. Had followed the fervant 
for more than a mile; {till more herfelf. 
mp iXteen hours after; pulfe 113. Not much aifferent from 
her ufual appearance. 


EXPERIMENT II. 

s¢ May 28th, 1764. “Twelve grains of opium diffolved as in 
the former experiment, and with the addition of 30 drops of 
the acid elixir of vitriol, were given to the fame pointer. Much 
offended with the tafte ; foams and flavers. | 

‘© One hour after; pulfe 90. Slavers very little; alert as 
ufual. As fhe lay afleep in my room, fhe had a little rigor and 
trembling. — +<- 

<¢ ‘Two hours after; pulfe85. There were now given her 
20 drops of the elixir of vitriol in an ounce of water; flavered 
a little after this. 

‘© Three hours after; pulfe 80. The flavering foon ceafed; 
isnot near fo much offended with the tafte of the opium as in 
the former experiment. Rigor and trembling very obfervable, 
but only when afleep: 30 drops of elixir of vitriol were now 
given ; and one hour after this, 20 drops more; fo that fhe has 
had in all 100 drops of the elixir of ‘vitriol, within the four 
hours. 

“¢ Five hours after; pulfe 95. Brifk ; fome of the twitch- 
ings, but only when afleep. | 

‘¢ Eight hours after; pulfe 120. Not much different from 
her ufual appearance ; fome very flight twitchings as fhe lay 
afleep. 

 Thefe and fome other experiments were made, inorder to 
afcertain the efficacy of acids in counteraGiing the deleterious 
qualities of opium. When an over dofe of opium has remained 
in the ftomach for fome time, the fenfibility of that organ is 
almoft entirely deftroyed, fo that the moft aétive emetics are 
ineffectual to evacuate the poifon. Ie is a matter of confe- 
quence therefore in this cafe, to know what clafs of medicines 
. we 
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we may next have recourfe to, with the greateft probability of. 
fuccefs. As the opium cannot be rejected from the ftomach, 
relief is only to be expected from fuch remedies as will change 
the nature of the opium itfelf: and how far this end is to be 
attained by the liberal ufe of acids, the reader may judge by 
comparing thefe two expcriments.” | 

The fourth Effay is oi the ufes and operation of blifters.— 
It appears from this eflay, that Dr. Percival has attentively pe- 
rufed whatever has been advanced by medical writers on the fub- 
ject of blifers.—He begins with examining the experiments 
‘and obfervations of Baglivy, which are in many refpects faulty 
and defective.—He then proceeds to a general divilion of his 
fubjeét, and confiders blifters as acting, 1. On the Sourps. 
2. On the Fiuins. 

The difeafes of the tolids, in which Wifters are indicated, 
may be reduced to three heads. 

1. © Where the action of the moving fibres is either partially, a 
univerfally tao weak, | 

2. § Were itis irrecular. 

3. * Where it is partially too ftrong. 

© In the firft cafe v@atories are indicated, as a ftimulus to 
the lancuid folids, to roufe taem to more vigorous contractions, 
to fupport the ws vite, and to promote the falutary fecretions. 
They tend to quicken the circulation, to raife the pulfe, andto 
animate the whole fyftem.’ Hence proceeds our Author, 
we may deduce their ufe and operation, 1. In low nervous fe- 
vers. 2. In the advanced ftate of inflammatory fevers, 3. In 
the fmall pox. 4. In the apoplexy. 5. The palfey. 6. The 
guttaferena. 7. The Tympanites. 8. [he rickets. g. Schir- 
rous tumours.—QOur author enlarges upon each of thefe parti- 
culars, and quotes the authorities of Riverius, Etmuller, Hux- 
ham, Pringle, Sydenham, Mead, Morton, Hillary, Monro, 
&e. , 

_ II. Where the action of the moving fibres is irregular; they 
are chiefly indicated as /fimulants or antifpafmodics. 

III. Where the ation of the moving fibres is partially too 
flrong. 

“ Itis yet a fubje& of difpute, fays Dr. Percival, amongft phyfi- 
cians, whether epifpaftics are ufeful, or detrimental in inflammatory 
fevers. Hoffman bears the ftrongeft teftimony againft their appli- 
cation in fuch cafes ; and Baglivy from his own experience aflerts, 
“¢ Quod delirantibus cum febre acuta, lingua arida, et indicys magna 
wifcerum infiammationis, fi applicentur veftcantia, omnia in pejus 
ruunt, et magna ex parte moriuntur convulf.”  Alpinus fays, 
“¢ Nunquam probare potui, in acutis febribus veficantium ufum, 
quod calorem febrilem augeant, vigilias daloremque concitent, et deliria 
inducant, codtionem impediant, non minus et motui bumorum aa 
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chfint, quum incertus fit locus ad quem, vel per quem crifis eft futura.” 
Sir John Pringle acquaints us, that his firft practice in every 
inflammatory fever was to blifter; but afterwards, when he 
found that a folution of the fever was not to be procured by 
fuch means, he confined the ufe of epifpaftics to thofe ftates of 
the difeafe, in which he could be moft aflured of their efficacy. 
Huxham, if I miftake not, obferves that to blifter in the begin- 
ning of inflammatory fevers is to add fuel to the fire ; and Dr. 
Wyatt exprefsly fays, that in fevers, where there is no partial 
obftruaion, or inflammation, veficatories. are of Jittle fervice, 
and are fometimes hurtful: unlefs perhaps towards the end of 
the difeafe, when the pulfe begins to fink. 

¢ On the other hand Sydenham, whofe authority muft have 
great weight, from his accurate attention to the juvantia and /e- 
dentia in all difeafes, adopted the ufe of blifters in the continued 
acute fever, which prevailed in the years 1673, 1674, 1675. 
The fymptoms of this fever, as he defcribes them, indicate a 
very high degree of inflammation ; and his practice was, firft 
to take away a fufficient quantity of blood from the arm, and 
then to apply a large epifpaftic to the neck: at the fame’time 
he employed the cooling regimen. Dr. Friend fays, that in 
acute fevers, the fafeft and molt fpeedy relief is afforded by ve- 
ficatories. Nor are we to be too {crupulous about accommo- 
dating them to the conftitution, or flate of the patient; for 
whatever his habit of body may be, if the fever rages beyond 
meafure, the flight inconvenience of a blifter is rather to be en- 
dured, than the life of the patient endangered; for in thefe 
cafes, the only hope is in blifters, ‘They derive the febrile 
matter from the brain, and aflift and promote the other dif- 
charges, thofe efpecially by fweat and urine. Dr. Glafs alfo, 
in his learned commentaries, recommends the application of 
bliftersin inflammatory fevers, ‘* Jn febribus inflammatoriis, poft 
debitam fanzuints miffionem, locum habet id remedij ; atque licet motus 
arteriarum, etiamnum nimis veloces, ab eo intendantur, brevi tantum 
intervallo id fiet, poflea quidem, eliquatis denfis humoribus, pulfus 
fentientur moliiores, et febres erunt leniores.” §&* 1 have more than 
once in an evening,” fays Dr. Lind in his valuable papers on 
fevers and infection, ‘* ordered cight or ten patients to be blif- 
tered, and have left them with a quick pulfe, great heat, im- 
moderate thirft, a pain, confufion, and heavinefs of the head, 
and what to a phyfician converfant with fuch fevers, commu- 
nicates a moft certain knowlege of the condition of the patient, 
fuch a lifelefs, funk ftate of the eyes, as denoted great danger. 
But the next morning I found thefe patients with a lively, 
brifk eye, a calm pulfe, and with a defire to get out of bed.” 
Other authorities to the fame purpofe might be advanced. 
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¢ How then are we to determine this difpute? May not the 
truth in this, as in moft other litigated points, lie in the middle 
way between the oppofite opinions? If fo, the following con- 
clufion may perhaps be juftified: that whenever the inlamma- 
tory diathefis prevails ftrongly, and uniformly throughout the 
fyftem, and no one part is more affeéted than the reft, veficato- 
ries are pernicious and detrimental. But when peculiar fymp- 
toms of inflammation attack the head, the lungs, &c. and 
prevail more in thofe parts, than in the reft of the body, 
blifters are indicated, and often prove remarkably ufeful, And 
in fuch cafes they are found from experience, to leflen the impe- 
tus of the blood upon the veflels of the inflamed part, to abate the 
fever and heat of the body, and to diminifh very remarkably 
the quicknefs of the pulfe. Whatever may have been the ori- 
ginal caufe of a fever, it wi'l be continued, and often greatly 
increafed, by any particular inflammation, which may happen 
to have taken rife ‘from it. Under thefe circumftances, the 
application of a blifter toa neighbouring part, will fometimes 
produce a refolution of the difcafe, by leflening the impetus of 
the fluids on the inflamed part, by making a confiderable de- 
rivation of ferous humours from it, and by rendering the mind 
lefs fenfible of the painful irritation, which excites and cone 
tinucs the inflammation.’—Hence the ufe of blifters in all topi- 
cal inflammations. 

We apprehend that when our Author has ftill further at- 
tended to the authority of experience, he will find that blifters are 
likewife ufeful in inflammatory fevers without topical affection : 
and that he might have added therefore a 4th head, under which 
blifters are indicated, viz. where the action of the folids is unr- 
verfally too ftrong. We know from experience, that in cafes 
where there is a general inflammatory diathefis, great heat and 
tenfion, but without any topical inflammation, that blifters are 
moft powerful sEDATIVEs.—We cannot therefore agree with 
our Author, where he fays, § when the inflammatory diathefis 
prof‘dils univerfally, and itrongly, without any partial obitruc- 
tion, every ftimulus muft aggravate the fymptoms ; and bliiters 
raifed on the fkin, by a cataplafm of muftard, or by the 
agtual or potential cautery, where the irritation is con- 
fefledly external, would operate in the fame manner as an epifpafiic 
of cantharides,’ ; 

Dr. Percival concludes this effay, with fome fhort obferva- 
tions concerning tie operation of blifterson the Fluids; con- 
fidering them as attevuunts and evacuants. 

Effay V. ¢ An inquiry into the refemblance between the 
Chyle and Milk; or an attempt to prove that milk is the chyle 
wnafimilated, and feparated from the blood, in nearly tue fame 
flare as when taken up by the lacteals.’ 
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ef, de alimentis extraétus, qui fanguine adfunditur. Ejus natura 
ex aqua, et olio compofita effe videtur, argumento faporis dulcis, na- 
dure acefcentis, albi coloris, quibus dotibus emulfiones mire refert. 
Farina vegetabili, cum lympha, et olio animali, conponitur. IN 
LAC ABIT PARUM MUTATUS*. And in another place ; 
fanguini miftus chylus non continuo naturam deponit, argumento lactis 
inde nati+.—Few experiments have been made upon the chyle 
itfelf, there is ane fact however in the eflay before us, from 
which it appears that the chyle as it iflues from the lacteals, 
poffefles fome of the diftinguifhing characters of milk.—‘ A 
girl about cight years old, was tapped for an afcztes. She had 
alfo an univer{al anafarca ; and even her face was vaftly bloated, 
and exceedingly pale. Four quarts of liquor were drawn off, 
which was of a milky colour, full as white as milk mixed with 
an equal quantity of water. It would not coagulate by heat; 
but after ftanding aday or two, it was covered with a kind of 
thin cream, and in a few days more, it {melt and tafted fourifh. 
The girl was greatly relieved by this evacuation; but the tu- 
mour of her belly, foon increafed again to fuch a degree, that 
it was neceflary to renew the operation. A liquor the fame as 
before, only fomewhat more dilute, was drawn off, the fwelling 
f her whole body fubfided, and fhe recovered her appetite and 
ftrength. This girl, before fhe was attacked with thefe com- 
plaints, was very lively and active, and had a great appetite, in 
which fhe was too much indulged. Probably by uitng violent 
exercife after a full meaJ, fhe had ruptured fome of the lacteals.’ 
—With refpect to the nature of the chyle, when circulating 
but not intimately mixed with the blood, Regnerus de Graaf 
fays ; © boni fuporis id lac effe, et cafcum inde adjuto acide fagtum t. 
And Verduc fays ; § tn nutrice verum lac fuit, quod perinde 
cogeretur G.” 
There is added to thefe effays a good general index, referring 
to the particular facts, experiments, and obfervations, D 
e 











On Card- Playing, na letter from Monfieur de Pinto, to Mone 
fieur Diderot. With a Tranflation from the Original, ang 
Obfervations by the Tranflator. 8vo. 1s. Walter, &c. 


R. de Pinto views the amufement of card-p'aying with 
the eye uf a philofopher and a politician ; and in examin- 
ing the fubject, endeavours to difcover what influence this uni- 
verfal mode of pafs-time hath had on the manners and morals 


* Prim, Lin. Phyfi:l. Pp. 47°C. + Ibid. p. 475. 
t Oper, amu. p. 46. Q Verduc, u/ar. de part. p. 183. 
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of mankind, in thefe later ages,———in the European part of 
the world, particularly. 


? 


It is our Author’s opinion that, generally fpeaking, in 
Europe, mankind are become more gentle, more focial, lefs 
wicked, and lefs unhappy, than they were before card-playing 
became their favourite amufement ; and therefore he attributes 
this reformation in their manners, to the natural tendency and 
influence of that kind of diverfion: and thus he rcafons on the 
fubject : 

‘ Before the epoch of cards, there was lefs union between 
the fexes; I mean, they were lefs together, lefs in fociety or 
company; the men were more fo: the meetings in clubs, ta- 
verns, were more in vogue; convivial drinking formed more 
connections, more friendfhip ; the heavinefs of time on hand, 
which is one of the moft powerful caufes of the unfolding of 
human perfedctibility, excited men to cultivate their talents, to 
enploy themfelves, to ftudy, to labour at the arts, to cabal, to 
project confpiracies: politics were the fubject of the converfa- 
tions which leifure, and a kind of necefflity for pafling away the 
time, produced; they cenfured the government; they com- 
plained of it, confpired againft it; and there were on fugh 
occafions, friends to be found, who might be trufted : the great 
virtues and the great vices were more common. ‘Then again, 
the men in thofe days, not having, by means of the talifman 
of the cards, the opportunity of fatiating their eyes, with the 
charms of women in full counter-view to them, over the green 
carpet, friendfhip and love, were paffions: but, at prefent, 
thanks to thofe fame cards, there is little more left than gal- 
lantry: there may be found plenty of acquaintances, and not a 
fingle friend ; a number of miftreffles, and not one beloved.’ 

Mr. de Pinto, however, cautions his reader againft miftak- 
ing his idea, by fuppofing that he is not aware of * all the ill 
which the rage of play has done,’ with regard to both fexes; 
this he admits, and farther allows that while card-playing has 
freed us from the principal vices of our forefathers, it has alfo 
ftript us of fome of their greater virtues. But he contends, ap 
the whole, that there have refulted, from the univerfal preva- 
lence of this amufement, advantages which might balance the 
mifchief, and even preponderate on thé whole. ‘¢ The feden- 
tary life, fays he, to which this eternal amufement reduces the 
two fexes, enervates the body ; whence, both in the natural 
and moral ftate of man, there refults a new fyftem of manners, 
temper, and conftitution. The magic of card-playing forms the 
common point of concourfe of almoft all the paffions in mi- 
niature. They all, as one may, fay, find in it their nourifh- 


ment. Every thing indeed is microfcopical, and more illufive 
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than the common illufion. A confufed idea of good and bad 
luck prefents itfelf: vanity itfelf finds its account in it: play 
feems to eftablifh a falfe fhew of equality among the players ; . 
it is the call that aflembles, in fociety, the moft difcordant, the 
moft incongruous individuals; avarice and ambition are its 
movements; the univerfal tafte for pleafure flatters itfelf with 
procuring its fatisfaction by this amufement; the ladies being 
of the party, that love of which gallantry takes the name in 
vain, muft be of it too: the fphere of our paffions becomes 
} contracted, concentered and confined to a petty orbit; all the 
| paffions put themfelves, as one may fay, into chains, or eva- 
: porate and exhauft themfelves far from their fpring-head, and 
wide of their mark. Time, heavy on hand, leifure, lazinefs, 
avarice, ambition, and idlencfs, devour, together in common, 
a light unfubftantial food, which enervates their force and 
activity: and as it is from the fermentation of the great paffions 
that there commonly refults more of evil than of good, human- 
kind has gained more than it has loft. ‘There are no longer 
great virtues, but then we do not fee fo many great crimes as 
formerly: affaffinations, poifon, and all the horrors of a civil 
War, are incompatible with the ftate of a nation, in which the 
‘men and women lofe fo great a part of their time at cards.’ 
: On the whole, from his various obfervations on the general 
fi influence of this focial kind of amufement, [for he chicfly con- 
t fiders it as amufement, not as gaming, in the worft idea of the 
Jatter term] he draws this inference: that card-playing has 
| ferved to prepare the human head and heart for receiving the 
_ ampreffions which the progrefs of knowledge, and of the new 
lights thrown upon things might operate on the government, and 
W on manners. Not impoffibly, in procefs of time, we may 
! come to do without this fcaffoiding ; and then virtue and reafon 
f 
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may take a nobler flight.’ 

- ‘ This paradox,’ he adds, ‘ may not be unworthy of your * 
reflections, I could almoft wifh there was a programma made 
of it, in your academy; viz. ** Whether or no the invention of 

‘ card- playing, the progrefs of this amufement, and its univer fulity, 

% have cortributed to change the manners in Europe 2” 

j ‘ There would be ample matter for a learned profound pen to 

defcant on the games or diverfions of the antients, their na- 

' ture, their effects, and their effential differences from the kinds 

| of play, which prevail in the prefent ftate of fociety : then on 

coming to the epoch of Charles the Sixth, when card-playing 
pafles for having been invented, to follow its progrefs, and to 
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obfervethe infenfible degrees of alteration in the manners, which 
have, as one may fay, attended that progrefs.’ 

He acknowleges very fenfibly, in his poftfcript, that it re- 
quired the concurrence of many [greater] caufes to polifh 
Europe, and to bring its manners to that degree of civilization 
at which we fee them at prefent, fuch as the abolition of the 
feudal tenures—the difcovery of America (by which commerce 
has been fo greatly augmented, and Europe fo prodigioufly en- 
riched )—the invention of printing, and the general enlarge- 
ment of the minds of men, by freeing :hem from religious 
bigotry, and the horrors of perfecution. Yet he prefumes ¢ that 
among the ftriking caufes, known and acknowl dged, there may 
be found a caufe fubaltern, obicure and imperceptible, which 
acting more univerfally, and inceflantly withal, may have ferved 
femetimes as a fpur, fometimes as a cusb to the others: nor is 
it im, offible that this caufe may be card-playing.’ 

The tranflator of Mr. de Pinto’s letter has annexed fome 
obfervations on the fubject of card-playing, which may perhaps 
greatly mortify fuch of the devotees to this mode of diver- 
fion as may chance to perule this little piece of {pirited decla- 
mation. Our fenfible tranflator, thinks much lefs favourably 
of this amu’ement than his author feems todo. Admitting, 
in fome degree, the influence of cards on the manners of man- 
kind which Mr. de Pinto fuppofes, he qucftions, however, 
‘ whether that comparative alteration from bad to lefs bad, 
which ihe ingenious writer allows to the prefent times, is, at 
the bottom, foclearan advantage, or fo good a bargain to man- 
kind, asthe furface of things prefents it.’ 

Not denying chat the general prevalence of card-playing may 
have poweriully though infenfibly concuried with other caufes 
to an apparent favourable change of manners in the human 
kind ; ftill, fays he, ¢ its modz of operation, by weakening at 
once the vices and the virtues, affords no better idea of fuch an 
amendment than of a rake, wha, after his having been, by 
the fire of youth and excefs of conftitutional vigour, betrayed 
into the intemperances of debauchery, fhould grow reformed 
at the expence of his manhood; reformed not by the ftrengih 
of his mental powers, but by the weaknefs of his bodily ones. 
But furely a man thus lamentably tamed by impotency would 
no more reprefent a man eflentially made better, than one qua- 
lifed for an opera-finger, in his half-petticoats, plumes, and 
pafie diamonds, refembies a real man or 2 real heroe. An age’ 
rendered Jefs rough by any thing fo confummately futile, fo 
effeminate as card-playing, would be foft, but emafculate. 

* Nor will any one think the mark is over-fhot by treating 
cards with this contempt, who will but confider that any tafte 
for them is inconteftably and eternally, at belt, the flamp of 
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mediocrity ; fince the annals of human-kind may te defied ta 
produce a fingle inftance of a man of true genius, or real 
greatnefs of character, whio did not heartily defpife this frivo- 
lous way of murdering time, under the falfe pretence of relax- 
ation: I call it a falfe pretence, becaufe the true motive, is an 
utter incapacity of tafte for objects worthy of filling the leifure 
ef a rational creature.’ 

He proceeds in the fame auimated ftrain of refentment againft 
this prevailing fafhionable mode of killing time: ¢ The moft 
elevated underftandings,’ fays he, ¢ are very wifely allowed, 
nay, required to unbend at times, nor are even denied a recourfe 
to trifes ; but not to fuch a paltry childifh diverfion as has not 
even joy or mirth for its excufe, being folely confecrated either 
to fill up the dreary void of idlenefs with fomething more worth- 
lefs than idlenefs itfelf: or to give fordid awarice the chance of 
fatisfying itfelf, and oftencft to both thefe noble purpofes, at 
once: a diverfion, in fhort, only fit for fharpers, for trifling 

Id women, or for men refem!ing trifling old women. 

¢ Any feeming advantage then from fuch a defpicable fource 
ean hardly be lefs illufive than the cards theitfelves; while the 
evils which they produce, were it only ‘by the lofs of time they 
eceafion, are real and permanent. ‘That light, unfubftantial 
aliment on which the paffions trifle away, at a card-table, their 
natural appetite to more folrd fare, rather weakens than 
{trengthens the powers of the mind, not only to the exclufion 
of the great virtues, on which alone the happinefs of fociet 
can folidly reft; but this weaknefs difpofes the flaves of fuch an 
habit, not indecd to great vices, butto the little, dirty felfith 
ones, fuch as avarice, meannefs of fpirit, corruption, indo- 
Jence, worthlefinefs, which, by the contagion of example, 
pradually pervading a whole peuple, becomes a national cha- 
racter, and prepares celtreCtion more flowly perhaps, but doubt- 
Jefs more furely than great crimes and great vices, which are 
lefs dangerous from their glare being more alarming.’ 

This obferver; indeed, feems to be no friend to games or 
diverfions of any kind; but to look upon them all as of perni- 
cious tendency, and deftructive of both public and private vir- 
tue. Eventhe manly fports of the old Romans do not efcapeé 
the feverity of his cenfure. *¢ Nothing,’ fays he, * probably, 
contributed more to the final extirpation of the great virtues of 
republican Rome than the Circenfian games, the amphithea- 
trical fhows, and public {ports, with which the ambitious rich 
amufed and diverted that commonalty, in which the ftrength 
of the ftate capitally refided, from an attention to the progrefs 
of their confpiracy again its liberty, and legal fhare of power. 
Thefe games, thefe thows, thefe fports were the ca'ds of Rome; 
not quite indeed fo futile. With thefe wretched lull-a-bies 
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began that kind of lethargic infenfibility, which ended in what 
the courtiers of Auguftus had the impudence to call better 
times, only becaufe they had fucceeded to the horrors of the 
civil wars, and of the tables of profcription; horrors which, 
humanly {peaking, would never have come into exiftence, if 
thofe ftern and manly virtues, which were the genuine guar- 
dians of the Roman liberty, had not been firft enfeebled by the 
great vices and crimes, which, contradictory as it may found, 
were neverthelefs brought in by a mifufe of the advantages ob- 
tained by the public virtue ; a virtuous mother of an abandoned 
parricide daughter, luxury. This in her turn, begot that in- 
fernal brood of vices and crimes, which broke and difpofed the 
public mind for that turn for trifling which prepared its vota- 
ries for flavery; nothing being more apt to benumb, and lock 
up all the powers of council or action, fo as to difqualify them 
for any great, valuable, or manly purpofes.’ 

Heated, at length, by the glow of his own colouring, in 
the caricatured picture which he has drawn of this (in his idea) 
pernicious amufement, he, in his conclufion, appears ready to 
retract what, at his cooler outfet, he feemed to have allowed in 
favour of his author’s hypothefis, Thus he fums up the merits 
of the queftion : 

« But even,’ fays he, * confidered in the totality, has man- 
kind much to boaft, at bottom, of any mighty advantage from 
this fuperficially plaufibie amendment of fociety? I do not 
afk whether the pious murders of innocent perfons merely for 
their diflent in matters of religion are lefs frequent than for- 
merly, or whether the inquifition has put out for ever thofe its 
horrid fires, whence the favory fteam of the roaft-meat oi 
human victims is fo confiftently fuppofed to afcend gratefu! 
to the noftrils of a Deity all zoodnefs and mercy; but I afk 
whether the human bicod has lately flowed in lefler ftreams: 
Half a million of lives recently facrificed in Germany, to the 
moft falfe and futile of all motives, all paradox a-part, feem 
unhappily to prove that men, may be at once frivolous and fan- 
guinary, ridiculous and deplorable.’ G 
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A Supplement to Mr. Fergufon’s Book of Leétures on Mechanicks, 
Hydroftatics, Pneumatics, and Optics. With the Ufe of the 
Globes, and Art of Dialing. Containing thirteen Copper-plates, 
with Defcriptions of the Machinery which he has added to his Ap- 
paratus, fince that Book was printed. By James Fergufon, 
KW. R.S. gto. gs. Cadell. 1767. 


HE work before us contains the theory and defcription of 
feveral machines, which the author has laiely added to 
Rey. Jan, 1768. D thofe 
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thofe defcribed in his book of lectures, fome time fince pub- 
lithed. The firft is 

‘ The defcription of a new and fafe crane, which has four 
different powers adapted to different weights.’ _ — 

Everv humane perfon mutt feel great fatisfaction on being in+ 
formed that a plain and fimple method is difcovered of prevent- 
ing the many fhocking and fatal accidents that fo often attend 
the common cranes ufed on the quays of London, and clfe- 
where. But how greatly will this fatisfaétion be leflened, if 
not turned into indignaticn, when it is known, that every at- 
tempt of this kind hes hitherto been rendered abortive, by the 
indolence, inattention, or obftinacy of thofe whc have the care 
and direétion of thofe mechanical engines. ‘The labours and 
inventions of mathematicians and mechanics can be of noufe to 
the world, if thofe who are to put fuch difcoveries in practice, 
neglect with the moft invincible obftinacy, we had almoft {aid 
with the moft cruel ftupidity, every improvement ; and even 
Jook with contempt on inventions calculated to preferve the 
lives of the laborious part of mankind. ‘This faét, perhaps, 
would not find credit with the world, if daily experience 
did not demonftrate its truth, by inftances too fatal and too 
notorious to be denied. 

Some years ago, the ingenious Mr. Padmore of Briftol in- 
vented a crane Jefs fubject to accidents than that ufed in com- 
mon, and, at the fame time, much better calculated to anfwer 
the varieus intentions of thefe machines. ‘Thefe cranes have 
been approved by every mechanic of eminence, and have, ever 
fince their firft invention, been conftantly ufed on the quays of 
Briftol :.and yet this ufeful contrivance is, as it were confined 
to the place of its birth; there being, we believe, only one 
fuch crane yet erected on the wharfs of London. 

But as this invention did not entirely prevent accidents, feve- 
ral other attempts were made to obtain the defired fuccefs ; and 
at laft a very fimple and certain method was difcovered by Mr. 
Pinchbeck, who laid it before the fociety for the encourage- 
my of arts. “This contrivance was ordered by the fociety to 

acded at their expence to fome crane on a public wharf, that 
its utility might be’ known to every per‘on concerned in ma- 
chines of this kind. It was accordingly added to a crane on 
Cox’s quay, and feveral experiments made with the machine 
before the committee of mechanics, and many other perfons well 
{killed in engines of ‘this kind, and found fully to anfwer the 
falutary purpofes intended: upon which Mr. Pinchbeck was 
prefented with the gold medal of the fociety ; and it was hoped, 


that the contrivance would in a fhort time be added to every 


crane on the wharfs of London. But this, like every other 
improvement, has been totally neglected, though accidents of 
the 
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the moft fatal kind fo frequently happen, and which might be 
eafily prevented, could the calls of humanity be heard, and 
prevail on the directors to adopt fo limple a contrivance. 

The crane in Mr. Fergufon’s book before us is of a diferent 
kind from thofe in common ufe, which confift of a large wheel 
and axle, turned by men walking in the wheels; whereas Mr. 
Fergufon’s has three trundles, with different numbers of ftaves, 
which are applied to the cogs of a horizonta! wheel, with an 
upright ax'e, round which the rope is coiled that draws up the 
weight. ‘Phe horizontal whecl has 95 cogs, the largeft trundle 
24 itaves; the next 12, and the fmalleft6. So that the largeft 
trundle makes 4 revolutions for one revolution of the wheel; 
the next makes 8, and the fmallefl 16. A winch ts occafionally 
put upon the axis of either of thefe trundies, for turning it ; 
the trundle being then ufed that gives a power beft fuired to 
the weight: and the handle of the winch defcribes a circle in 
every revolution equal to twice the circumference of the axle of 
the wheel. 50 that the length of the winch doubles the power 
gained by each trundle, 

Whilit the weight is drawing up, the ratch-teeth of a wheel 
flip round below a catch or click that fulls tucceflively into them, 
and fo hinders the crane from turning backward, and detains 
the weight in any part of its afcent, if the man who works at 
the winch fhould accidentally happen to quit his hold, or 
choofe to reft himfelf before the weight be quite drawn up. 

In order to let down a weight, a min pulls down one end 
of a lever of the fecond kind, which lifts the catch out of the 
ratchet-wheel, and gives the we'ght liberty to defcend. But, 
if the defcent be too quick, he pulls the lever a little further 
down, fo as to make it rub againtt the outer edge cf a round 
wheel ; by which means he lets down the weight as flowly 
as he pleafes; and, by pulling alittle harder, he may, if ne- 
ceflary, ftop the weight, in any part of the defcent. If he 
accidentally lets go his hold of the lever, the catch immediately 
falls, and ftops both the weight, aiid the whole machine. 

Mr. Fergufon has added the method of calculating the force 
of the machine when either of the trundles are ufed, and 
coniequently fhewn which trundle. will be the moft proper 
for raiting any given weight. He¢e has alfo added a very elegant 
perfpective view of the whole crane, by which any common 
workman may eafily execute it. 

The fecond machine is ‘ a pyrometer, that makes the ex- 
panfion of metals by heat vifible, to the five and forty thcufand 
pa:t of an inch.’ 

This is one of the moft accurate pyrometers we remember to 
ave feen, among the great variety that have been given by 
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authors ; but it is impoffible to explain the conftruétion with- 
out the engraving. ‘Ihe Reader therefore who defires to be 
further acquainted with the inftrument muft have recourfe to 
the work itfelf, where he will find it fully defcribed and illuf- 
trated with an accurate figure. 

The water-mill invented by Dr. Baker, which has neither 
wheel nor trundle, is the laft of the mechanical engines def- 
crived by Mr. Fergufon. But as a figure and defcription of 
this mill have appearcd in almoft every treatife of experimental 
philofophy publifhed for feveral years paft, it will be needlefs 
to fay any thing further on that fubject here. 

The firft hydroftatic machine is a contrivance for explain- 
ing what is generally called the hydroftatical paradox, or de~ 
monftrating that, on equal bottoms, the preflure of fluids is 
in proportion to their perpendicular heights, without any re 
gard to their quantities. 

The fecond is a machine, to be fubftituted in place of the 
common hydroftatical bellows. And the thiid, 

‘The caufe of reciprocating fprings, and of ebbing and flows 
ing wells, explained. 

By the two former machines, the hydroftatical paradox is 
very naturally explained, and the upright preflure of fluids 
rendered very evident. With regard to the laft, viz. the caufe 
of reciprocating fprings, &c. explained, there is nothing new 
in the contrivance, nea'ly the fame apparatus having been ale 
ready defcribed by feveral authors. 

The firft engine in hydraulics, is a contrivance to explain 
the principles by which Mr. Blakey propofes to raife water 
from mines, or from rivers to fupply towns and gentlemen’s 
feats, by his new-invented fire engine, for which he has ob- 
tained his Majefty’s letters patent. 

Mr. Blakey’s engine for raifing water by fire is very fimple, 
and the principle on which it acts may be eafily conceived 
from the {mall apparatus given by Mr. f ergufon. In fhort it 
differs from the original fire-engine, mentioned by the Marquis 


IRE Figo. 


of Worcefter, and afterwards erected by Captain Savary, in | 


one particular only, viz. by making ufe of air as an interme- 


diate body between fteam and water. In Savary’s engine, the | 
fieam acled immediately on the water, by which means it was | 


foon concenfed, and confequently its compreffive force deftroy- | 


ed, Whereas Mr. Blakey, by making ufe of air as an inter- 
mediate body, has prevented the condenfation of the fteam, by 
which means its whole comprefiive force is exerted on the fur 
face of the water in the receiver. 


a This engine, fays Mr. Fergufon, may be built for a trifl- | 
ing expence, in comparifos of the common fire-engine now in | 
4 ufes | 
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ufe: it will feldom need repairs ; and will not confume half fo 

much fuel. And as it has no pumps with piftons, it is clear of 

all their friction: and the effect is equal to the whole ftrength, 

or compreflive force of the fteam: which the effect of the com- 

mon fire-engine never is, on account of the great friction of the 
iftons in their pumps.’ 

Mr. Fergufon might alfo have added, that a very confider- 
able part of the force of the fteam is loft in the common fire- 
engine, by the cold water that, continually finds a paflage into 
the cylinder, and condenfes a pretty large quantity of the fteam. 
Mr. Blakey’s engine is certainly free from all thefe defects ; but 
we fear the ingenious inventor will find fome difficulty in carry- 
ing his feheme into execution, efpecially in raifing water from 
mines, where the height is great, the quantity of water very 
large, and confequently, the compreffive force of the fteam 
prodigious. This difficulty, in our opinion, will confift in 
his finding materials of fufficient ftrength to refift the amaz- 
ing force of the fteam. Catt-iron has been found infufficient 
for the purpofe ; and copper, though in itfelf ftrong enough, 
will perhaps be found inadequate, on account of the joints in 
the boiler and receiver. “Thofe who have feen a fmall engine 
of this kind worked, will probably be of our opinion; though 
we fincerely wifh Mr. Blakey may find means of overcoming 
this difficulty, which we apprehend is the greatcft, if not the 
only one, that can prevent this engine from being of confider- 
able advantage both to the proprietor and the public. 

The two remaining machines relating to Hydraulics, de- 
{cribed by Mr, Fergufon, are Archimedes’s fcrew-engine for 
raifing water; and a quadruple pump-mill for the fame purpofe. 

The former has been defcribed by almoft every author who has 
written an Hydraulics, for feveral centuries paft; tho’ we think 
a genuine theory of this famous machine has never yet appeared. 
The latter is nearly the fame with that defcribed in Ramelli’s 
works ; but cannot be underftood without a figure of the en- 
gine. 

The remaining part of this treatife relates to dialling, and 
contains feveral curious forms of dials, deicribed with great 
plainnefs and perfpicuity, and illuftated with figures correctly 
drawn. Thofe who are fond of this branch of fcience will 
perufe Mr. Fergufon’s performance with pleafure ; but an ab- 
{tract of it cannot be rendered intelligible, on account of the 
many engravings neceflary to explain it. ° B 
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The Excellincic of a Free State. By Marchamont Nedham *. 
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ANKIND), by their very nature and conttitution, are fo 
f| {trongly difpofed to the love of liberty, that an endeavour 
to prove the excellence of a free ftate, feems, at firft fight, a 
very idle and needlefs attempt; but on clofer examination we 
fhal! find, that it is becaufe men are individually fo fond of liber- 
ty, that there ate unhappily very few inftances of national 
freedom. 
National freedom tends to eftablifh a noble and a generous 
equality : It leaves little or no diftinction between man and 
man, but what the difference of natural endowments create, 
and which alone will not furnifh any very mortifying examples 


of pre-emine: ice. But the love ot liberty, which beats fo firong- 


ly in the breaft of every individual, @r in other words, every 
man’s felf love, makes him abhor an equality. “They who ap- 
pear moft ft cnamoured of libe rty, often difguife, even from them~ 
felves, the true principle of their affection for it. They do not, 
or they will not, fee that their impatience of being controuled, 
arifes from their defire of controuling others. Admit them to 
a fhare of tyranny, and the infolence and opp:effion which they 


* Of this writer and of his work, the following account is given 
by the ecifcr, in his pretace to the prefent edition. ©On the fubj & 
of government, nocountry hath produced writings fo numerous and 
valuavle as onr own. It hath been cultivated and ‘ead by men of 
the — genius, and moft comprehenfive underftanding, MILTON, 
HAR« INGTON, SYDNEY, LOCKE, names famous to ail ages, 

* But, bef ‘e their incomparable writings, many leffer treatifes on the 
fame argument, which are litle known, and extremely fcarce, def:rve to 
be read and pieferved: in which number may be reckoned the fmall 
volume I now give the public, written by MaRCHAMONT NEDHAM, @ 
man, in the judement of fome, inferior only to MILTON. 

“lt wa: firit inferted in the Alocu ivs Politicus, that celebrated flate- 
paper, publifhed, ‘* in defence of the Commonwealth, and for the in- 
“< formation of the people ;” and foon after re-printed in 12mo, under 
thet llowing ttle, “* ‘The Excellencie of a Free State. Or, The right 
«* coniliiuiion «f a Commonwealth. Wherein all objeions re an- 
« fwered. and the bcit way to fecvure the people’s liberties difcovered.. 

With fome errors of governm nt, «ndrules of policie. Publifhed by 
«2 well wifher to pofteritie. London, printed for ‘Thomas Brewfter, 
& at the well end of Paul's, 1656.” 

An account of ‘the a a thor may be feen in 4, Weod's Athenaz Oxonierfcs, 
thi’ T° ia b trernefs of wrath and anger. 

volume thai ve favcrably received, the editor will go on to 

give other rare ‘reotifes on government in his pofiefiion, to the entcrtaine 
ment and beneht, as he hopes, of the public. Reader, farewel, 

RicHarp Baron. 





Below Blackheath, Jan. 1. 1767. 
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withftood before, they will then uphold as neceffary to due 
fubordination and good government. Nay, paradoxical as it 
may fecm, fome from a love of liberty, wili fubmit to be flaves. 
For what is the love of liberty, with refpect to individuals, but, 
as has been hinted before, the defire of being fuperior to the 
many : Hence, the haughty peer will kneel to the monarch whom 
he neither loves nor refpects, that he, in return, may reccive fer- 
vile homage from a crowd of dependants, who groan beneath 
his infolence and oppreffion. 

Here we fee the foundation of all unnatural and arbitrary 
government. “They who afpire to be tyrants, practife on the 
infirmity of human nature, and by enfuring wealth, titles, offi- 
ces, and other circumftances of diftinction, to thofe whom they 
judge moft capable of oppofing their ambitious views, they 
thereby make it the intereft of them and their pofterity to favour 
and fupport the tyranny, thus eftablifhed on the ruins of natio- 
nal liberty, by the bafe acquicfcenceand proftitution of miftaken 
pride. 

In every ftate therefore, whcre arbitrary fway is not yet fo far 
advanced, as to make it criminal to defire and recommend the 

refervation and extenfion of national freedom, no citizen can 


render better fervice to his country, than by pointing out from 


time to time the moft effectual means for attaining fo glorious 
an end: and, in this view, the worthy editor of the treatife now 
under confideration deferves our warmeit acknowledgements. 

With regard to the merits of the work itfelf, it certainly a- 
bounds with admirable precepts and obfervations. But we meet 
with fo many repetitions, that it becomes tedious. We may 
venture to fay that the very fame illuftrations from the Greek 
and Roman hiftories, do not recur lefs than a dozen times. 

It muft be confefied however that the rights of the people are 
well explained and vindicated, if they need vindication. It is 
fhewn that all juft power is lecally derived from them ; that they 
have a right to confer fuch power on what terms they pleafe ; and 
to refume it when thofe terms are violated. Infhort, the advan- 
tages of national liberty, in a political view, are exccllently 
defcribed. 

But ftill the ftrongeft argument, in our opinion, in favour of 
national freedom, is not fufficiently enforced: which is, the 
tendency it has to promote the happinels of fociety, upon moral 
principles. 

The greater the degree of national liberty which exifts in 
any ftate, the nearer, in proportion, will the equality be among 
the members which compofe it: and nothing is more evident 
than that the lefs incquality there is in fociety, the fewer odjects 
of competition there will be, and the profpecis oj vain ambition 
will be more confined. 

The move they are limited, the lefs wiil pride, envy, jealcu- 
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fy, malice, hatred, and all the long train of mean and malignant 
qualities prey upon the human mind, and inftigate men to the 
perpetration of the moft flagitious crimes, in order to rife fupe- 
rior to their competiiors, or bring their competitors to a level 
with them. 

When the powerful temptations of vain and tumultuous am- 
bition are removed, content and ferenity will fucceed, and Jeave 
men at liberty to perfue more rational objects of competition, 
than thofe which confiftin the pomp and parade of oftentatious 
luxury. Though the contention for alluring externals thould 
be taken away, yet a noble emulation for more laudable pre- 
eminence mightttill be cherifhed, for, without fome kind of com- 
petition, men would grow indolent and ftupid. Ina word, the 
removing of fuch baneful fubjects of contention, would directly 
tend to render men more virtuous, and of courfe more happy. 

As the volume before us confifts of different treatifes, which 
are neverthelefs dependant on each other, it would be difficilt to 
abridge it, without exceeding the limits to whch an article of 
this nature fhould be confined. [ut we earneftly recommend it 
to the perufal of the patient reader, who will find his attention 


well rewarded. | 
R..a 





Conclufion of the Account of Lord Lyttelton’s Hiftory. See the firft 


article in the laff month’s Review. 


HE fecond volume of this work, which grows more inte- 
refting and inftructive the further we advance in it, opens 
with the acceffion of Henry Plantagenet to the throne. ‘ He was 
befieging acaftle in Normandy which had revolted againft him, 
whicn intelligence came to him that Stephen was dead. The 
lords of his council advifed him to haften to England, for fear 
his enemies fhould ule the opportunity of his abfence to excite 
fone diforders ; but he coolly replied, that they would not dare 
todo any thing, and could not be perfuaded to raife the fiege, 
till the caftle had been forced to furrender at difcretion, which it 
didin a few days. Nor was his confidence vain: for he had 
e‘tabiifhed his power in England on fuch a folid foundation, and 
put the care of his interefts into fuch fafe and able hands, that 
h's prefence there was not neceflary: and this being the cafe, 
jt was certainly wife in him, not to leave behind him any root 
cf -ebellion.’ ee ty . 
* Upon the king’s arrival at Winchefter, the nobles, the pre- 
I; ts, and the gentry of England crowded from all parts of the 
kingdom to meet him, not only as their fovereign, but as their 
aciiverer, His journey from thence to London feemed to be a 
continued triumphal proceflion ; and that city itfelf, which had 
been aways the molt devoted to Stephen, received him with 
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the higheft marks of affection. A few da rs after, (Dec. 199 
1154.) he and his queen were crowned in Weftminfter Abbey 
by the archbifhop of Canterbury, without any fuch capitulation 
having been ofteréd to him, as had been made with his prede- 
cefiur, or any term but the ufual oath of the kings of England. 
This was fufficient to bind the confcience of a good prince ; and 
yecent expericnce had taught the nation, that they would not 
be able to reftrain a bad one by any other form that could be 
devifed. Nor was it confiftent with reafon or good policy, to 
fuffer the oaths of allegiance to be limited by conditions; and 
declarations to be inferted into thofe oaths, that they fhould not 
be binding, unlefs fuch conditions were duly kept; as Stephen 
had allowed in the homage and fealty, which he received from 
the bifhops and trom Robert earl of Gloucefter. Indeed, a dif- 
{olution of all obligations on the partofthe fubjects by the fo- 
vereign’s breaking thofe in which the relatiun between them 
confilts, is implied in the very nature of feudal allegiance ; nay, 
I might fay, of all government and lawful fubjcction : but to fet 


out with a fuppofition that fuch an odious cafe wi!) exiil, and 
make an exorefs provifion for it, is what the wilefl /:cc itates have 
judicioufly avoided. Henry thercfore would not admit of any 


{uch expreffions in the oaths taken to him; but brought hein 
back to the ufual form. Nor did he diftinguifh the cleiui, in 
any refpect, from his lay fubjects, by favours conferred on icm, 
asa body of men who had interefts feparate from thofe oi éiic 
community.——How much his predeceffor had injured the com- 
monwealth, and weakened the civil power, by conceffions made 
to the church at the beginning of his reign, he well underftood, 
and avoided every thing which might feem to lay him under ob- 
ligations of fo dangerous a nature. Neither did he deign to ap- 
ply tothe pope, as Stephen had done, for a confirmation of jis 
title; not having any need of fucha fupport, and being feniibie 
that Rome would avail herfelf of it againft the independance and 
dignity of his crown. The much ftronger pillars on which he 
determined to fix his throne, were the laws of his country and 

the love of his people. 
The firft ftep taken by the king, after his coronation, was the 
fending away the foreign troops that had been the inftruments 
of Stephen’s tyranny. Accordingly, a proclamation was iflued, 
commanding them all to leave the realm, on pain of death, be- 
fore a certain day, appointed in the ediét. When that day came, 
not one foreign foldier was to be found inthe kingdom: all were 
vanifhed in an inftant, like evil phantoms of the night, at the 
rifing of the fun! Their general himfelf, William of Ipres, had 
gone with them, difpoffefled of his earldom and other honours in 
“ngland, the lofs of which he bewailed with tears of rage ; and, 
not able to bear this change of fortune, forfook the world, and 
became 
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became a monk at Laon in Flanders, where he died very pent- 
a. in the year 1162. 

The honour of the nation, as well as its liberty and repofe, 
Sista to be reflored by this ast, and by the proccedings.of 
Henry in another affair of a like nature, the deftroying the 
caftics which Stephen had kept undemolifhed, againf the faith 
he had given. Ail thofe that had been ercéted i in the late rei gn 
, er levelled to the ground ; except a few, that 
from their fituation, were judged to be neceflary for the defence 
of the kingdom.’ 

¢ But in his next undertaking continues ovr noble author, 
Henry found greater difficulties. Stephen’s extravagance and 
the infatieble demands of his faction had induced him toalienate 
fo much of the ancient deme!ne of the crown, that the remaining 
etitewas not fuficient to maintain theroyal dignity. Someroyal 
citiesand forts of great ers had been alfo granted away, 
which could not be fuffered to continue in the hands of the 
nobles ; to whom they } a been given, without confiderably im- 
patring the rte t 


proce of the kingdom. Policy van d law concurred in demanding 


were now ieee 


th of the crown, and no lefs endangering the 


thefe concefions back again. The ancient demefne of the 
ye facred, and, like the lands of - church, 

a right of 
rtue of grants 


crowl as held to | 
for ee able, as that nolength of time could 
prefcription to any other poffefiors, even by v 
from the crewn, ag rainit the claim of fucc cedin princes. But 
all thefe alicnations were of no carlier date the reign of 
king Stephen ; and, thercfore, the refumption of them was free 
from thote difficulties 5 and infuperable obje&tions that muft ne- 
ceffarily attend the refuming of ¢ grants, tranfini:ted do own through 
feveral generations. 

This grand atiair, 2 as might naturally be expected, met with 
no {mall oppofition from .fome of the powerful mbes ; and in 
the courte ‘of the contefts occafioned by their oppcfition, lord 
Ly tclton has refs ved a remarkable inftance of Ratiep and af- 
feciion tothe kine. At the — of Bridgnorth, which was de- 
fended by Roger de Mortimer, Henry commanded in perion, 
end cnpoted him/elf to fo much be ger, that he would have been 
fain, if a faithful vaffal had not preferred his prince’s life to his 
own. For while he was bufied in giving orders too near the 
wall, Hubert de Ss. Clare, conftable or covernor, of Colchefter 
caftle, who ftood by his fide, feeing an arrow reer at him by 
one of Mortimer’s archers, flepp ed before him, and received it 
in his own breaft. The winend was mortal: he expired in th 
arms of his mailer, recommending his d: vughter, an only child, 
and an infant, to the care of that prince. It is baad to fay 

which moft deferves admiration, a fubject who died to fave his 
King, or a king whofe perfonal virtucs could render his fafety fo 
dear 
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dear to a fubject, whom he had not obliged by any extraordi- 
nary favours! The daughter of Hubert was educated by Henry, 
with all the affection that he owed tothe memory of her father, 

and whe nfhe had attained to maturity was honourably married 
to William de Longueville, a nobleman of great diftin@ion, on 
condition of his takirg the name of St. Clare, which Henry de- 
fired to perpetuate. 

Mortimer, the laft of the infurgents, being conftrained to 
furrender at difcretion, the important and arduous bufinefs of 
refuming the crown Jands was concluded; in the profecution 
whereof, the king adorned the beginning of his reign with the 
oft iliuitrious proofs of two roy ral virtues, by the happy union 
of which the honour, the peace, and the profperity of a govern- 
ment are chiefly fupported, great firmnefs, and great clemency. 
The undertaking, moft certa sinly, was full of difficulty and dan- 
ger, even to the me ightieft monarch ; but befides the — 
qualities which enabled Henry to act fuccefsfully in it, he wa 
aflifted by the general fenfe of the nation ; and with this on ie 
fide of covernment, no ftrength of private intereft ever was an 
overmatch for the power of the crown, fteadily and wilely ad- 
min'ftered. 

The king’s adminiftration was in other refpects, equally 
wife, fpirited, and ufzful; and he was affifted, in the conduct 
wt slic. by a {ct of able deovsns. amonz whom ‘Thomas Lec- 
ket, the chancellor, whofe rife and charaCter are particularly 
defcribed by lord Lyttelton, foon became a diftinzuifhed favou- 
rite of his roy ‘ral mafter. After Henry had fettied the domeftic 
concerns of the nation, and reduced his brother Gcoftry to obe- 
dience, who had excited fome commotions abroad, Ae next 
object ‘of his a ambition, as well as of the defircs of his people, 
was to re-unite to the kingdom of England all the Provinces it 
had loft to the Scotch and ‘Welch, under the late unhappy reign. 
Accordingly, Malcolm, king of Scotland, was obliged to give up 
the pofleiiion of the three Northern counties, which had been 
ceded to his erandfather David; and ke even fubmitted to 
do homage for the earldom of Lothiaz. 1 hefe northern affairs 
being adjufted, Henry turned his thoughts, and not without in- 
quietude, to the great and dangerous war he intended to 
make againft the Welch. Uponthis occzfion, our noble author 
hath favoured his readers with a Jarge recapitulation of the hif- 
tory of Wales,and a full account of the manners of its inhabi- 
tants, down to the period treated of by his lordfhip. 

The following circumftances may ferve to delineate the cha- 
racter of the king, and the fuperftitious fpirit of the times. The 
Chriftmas feftival of the year eleven hundred and fifty eight, fays 
lord L, vttelton, bei ing celebrated at Lincoln by Henry, upon his 
return from Carlifle, he wore his crowa, as in, fuch folemnities 

it 






















































44 Lord Lyttelton’s Hiffery of 


it was cuftomary todo; but held his court zu the fuburbs, fron 
an ancient fuperttition, which fuppofed that great calamities 
would befa! any king who fhould be crowned in that city. Ste- 
phen had been the firft, who publickly defpifed, and acted againft 
this abfurd opinion ; but the crown having been afterwards taken 
trom his family, it was confirmed more than ever in the minds of 
the vulgar. Henry yielded to a folly he could not remove, and, 

perhaps, in fo doing he acted wile ly : but although he com- 
plied with the peop!e, in this inftance, he did not think with 
them, if we may judge by his behaviour on another occafion. 
For Giraldus Cambrenfis tells us, that as he made fome ftay at 
St. David's, on his return out of Ireland, a woman of the coun- 
try brought a complaint to him againft the bifhop, which not 
being inttantl y anfwered by him in “the manner fhe defired, fhe 
cried out with great vehemence, fcreaming and clapping her 
hands, Avenge us, Lech-laver, avenge our nation, this day, of this 


,man: nor ae fhe be hinde med by the endeavou's of thofe 


who were prefent, from often repeating thefe words. Now, 
this Lec>-daver, whofe vengeance fhe fo wildly invoked, was a 
ereat ftone, ten feet in length and fix in breadth, which lay a- 
crofs a fmall rivulet, in the cathedral church yard. Probably te 
had been one of thofe confecrated flones, which the ancient 
Druids erected in many parts of this ifiand ; and though chrif- 
tianity had long abolifhed the worfhip, the fuperftition of the 
Welch might {till afcribe to it fome miraculous power: but 
what this woman alluded to was a prediction very famous among 
them, and fuppofed to have been delivered by their great pro- 
phet, Merlin, that a king of England returnine from. the con- 
queft of Ireland fhould die upon ‘Lech-laver. Henry, being in- 
formed of this by the perfons about him, went and looked at the 
{tone for a few moments, and wane pafling over it faid aloud to 
all there, Vba will hereafter have any foitd in the lar Merlin! 
From whence I comtlude, that he would not have been afraid 
of being crowned within the walls of Lincoln, if he could as 
eafily have fhewn the vanity of that prophecy, as he did of this ; 
or it he had not judged that the fuperititions of his fubje& ts in 
Encland required more cmapledieace from him than thofe of 
the Welch.’ 

The war which the king engaged in to fupport his preten- 
fions to the earldom of T ouloufe, furnifhed him with an occa- 
fion of levying a fcatage in England and his other dominions. 
‘ itis obfervable, fays our noble author, that the firft mention 
we meet with in hiftory of this impolition on knights fees, which 
became afterwards very frequent, is upon this occafion. Henry 
the fecond appears to have been the inventor of it : at leaft he 
was the firft who brought it into England. It was a commuta- 
tion for the duty of perfonal fervice in foreign wars; and thofe 
upon 
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upon whom it was charged contributed then to the expence of 
fuch wars, in much the fame manner as landholders do now, 
but with lefs inequality. The inferior military tenants were 
eafed, by being freed from the obligation of following their lords 
agreat way from their homes, according to the original condi- 
tion of their tenures; and the fervice was better done, by the 
foldiers hired with the money which this impofition produced ; 
becaufe they were not entitled, like thofe whom they ferved, to 
a difcharge at the end of forty days, nor were they fo intractable 
to martial difcipline, as moft of the others. Mercenary forces 
were thus introduced into the armies of England, defigned to 
ferve abroad, inftead of vaflals by knight-fervice, though {till 
conne€ted with, and dependant on the military tenures; and 
there feems to have been an abfolute neceffity for it, to anfwer 
the exigence of the many foreign wars which the Englith were 
engaged in after the entrance of the Normans, and efpecially 
under the family of the Plantagenets ; the feudal militia being 
fitter for the defence of the kingdom, than for expeditions into 
countries remote from their dwellings. 

‘ The fcutage levied in England for the war of Touloufe was 
a hundred and fourfcore thoufand pounds ; which, computing 
the quantity of filver contained in thofe pounds, and the value 
thereof in thofe days, compared with the prefent, is equal totwo 
millions feven hundred thoufand pounds fterling. Yet, confi- 
dering the diftance of Touloufe from England, the liberty of 
paying this tum, inftead of going thither, was a very great eafe 
to the military tenants.’ 

It is the opinion of lord Lyttelton, that this alteration in the 
terms of knight-fervice, which was continued for many cen- 
turies, was made with the advice and confent of the parliament 
held by Henry at Worcefter, before he fet out on his enterprize 
againft Touloufe. Hislordfhip thinks that, as the king never 
neglected to confult with that aflembly on proper occafions, and 
this was a moft proper one, we cannot reafonably fuppofe that 
he would ftrain his prerogative, to introduce fuch a novelty 
without their concurrence, when he might be certain to obtain 
it with a general fatisfattion. However, as this isa matter of 
mere conjecture, perfons will form different fentiments, accord- 
ing to the different views they may entertain of the character 
and conduct of Henry. 

The king had but juft accommodated his quarrel with Louis 
of France about Touloufe, when the attention of both of them 
was called to a bufinefs, which divided the whole Latin church, 
thedouble election of the cardinals O&tavian and Orlando tothe 
Roman pontificate. A great majority of the facred college had 
voted for Orlando, who took the name of Alexander the Third ; 
but yet his election was liable to many objections, Odtavian, 
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who called himfelf Vitor the Fourth, had the protection of the 
emperor Frederick the Firft, furnamed Barbarofla. Henry, 
contrary to the principles of found policy, too haftily efpoufed 
the caufe of Alexander, and engaged Louis on the fame fide. 
At this very time, when Alexander had owed the fixing of the 
triple crown upon his head to the interpofition of the two mo- 
narchs, and entirely depended upon their fupport, we meet with 
a fignal inftance of the abfurd and fuperftitious veneration that 
was paid to the perfon of the Roman pontiff, ‘They both, fays 
our noble author, had a mecting with Alexander at Touci upon 
the Loire, where the two kings walking on foot on cach fide of 
his horie held the reins of bis bridle, and led him to a pavilion 
which was prepared to receive them; 4 /pec?acle ({ays Baro- 
nius) to God, angels, and men, [uch as had not yet been fecn in the 
world! It was indeed aftonifhing; but the emperor himfelf, by 
the bigotry of the times, had been compelled to fubmitto a like 
humiliation. For, at the ceremony of his firft reception in 
Rome, he held the ftirrup of Adrian the Fourth, much againft 
his own will, after a long and very warm difpute with that pon- 
tiff, It is faid, that having held it on the wrong fide of the 
horfe, and being admonifhed of his error by the pope, he made 
anfwer, That his ignorance muf? be excufed, as he had never before 
dene the office of a groom. When the veneration for the papacy 
was carried fo high, and fuch a kind of idolatry was paid to 
the perfons of the bifhops of Rome, even by the greateft princes, 
a ftory, which Baronius has related in his annals under this 
year, will not feem incredible. He fays, that when Alexander 
made his firft entrance into Montpellier, among the chriftian 
nobility that attended him on his way, in a folemn proceffion, 
there was a Saracen prince or emir, whoreverently came up to 
him, and kifled his feet, he being on horfeback ; then éne/t 
d:wn before Lim, and bowing his head, adored him as THE HOLY 
AND GOOD GOD OF THE CHRISTIANS. He does not tell us 
that Alexander in any manner reproved him for his blafphe- 
mous error; but, on the contrary, takes notice, that he fhewed 
him extraordinary kindnefs ; and adds, that all who faw it were 
hiled with great admiration, and applied to the pope the words 
of the prophet David, 4// the kings of the earth fhall warfhip him, 
and ail nations foall ferve him. ‘Vhus, in that age of ignorance 
and credulity, did fuperftition even deify the bifhop of Rome ! 
but it is {till a more fhocking impicty, that a learned cardinal, 
who lived in the feventeenth century, fhould relate fuch a faét 
without exprefling the leait difapprobation of it; nay, rathez 
with an air of complacency and applaule.,’ 

While Henry was detained in France, by various affairs, he 
loft a very affectionate friend and fervant in England, Theo- 
bald, the old archbishop of Canterbury. The fee of Canter- 
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bury being thus vacant, it was a point of Ee Sarai conie- 
quence for the king to confider, whom he fhould raife to that 
dignity ; as he had now a purpove of refiraining the licentiout- 
nefs of h’s clergy, and bringing them under the coercion of the 
civil authority, from which the weaknefs of governmcit and 
the encroachments of the papacy, during the reign of his piede- 
ceflor, had fet them free: ‘fo render this arcuous woik lefs 
dificult to him, he wanted a primate, upon waofe principles 
and affection he might depend ; who was no bigot; who per- 
fectly uncerftood the rights of the itate, and would dare to fup- 
port him in aflerting them againit the immoderate pretcnfions of 
Rome. He thought, that in Becxet he faw all thofe qualities, 
and, perhaps, only in him: it being no eafy matier to fiud fuch 
a perfon among his clergy. Him therefore he refolved to ad- 
vance to that dignity, at this critical time. ‘The moft jealous and 
penetrating eye could not have difovered in Becket before he was 
eleéted archbifhop of Canterbury, any marks of an enthufiattic or 
bigotted zeal: but feveral indications of a contrary temper, and 
different principles, had appeared in his conduct. Indeed, he 
had exhibited fuch teftimonies of his zeal to maintain the royal 
prerogatives againft the exorbitant claims of Rome and the 
church, that it is no wonder Henry fhould believe him to be ro 
bigot. And that opinion was unquefiionably, the principal 
caufe of this unhappy choice, which proved the fource of great 
difguiet to that monarch and his kingdom. 

Lord Lyttelton hath concluded the fecond book of his hiftery, 
with an account of Henry in thofe parts of his character, which 
make us acquainted with the man as well as the ding; witha 
{hort fketch of the cuftoms and manners of the nation; and 
with an ample view of the civil and political fate of the king- 
dom. This is a moft curious and valuable part of his lord- 
fhip’s work; but as, from the comprefiton of the matters con- 
tained in it, it is impoffible to abridge it, we muft content our- 
{elves with recommending it to the perufal of our readers, 
alluring them that in fo doing they will find the greateft inftruc- 
tion and entertainment. Fromthe tketch that is given of the 
manners and cuftoms of the nation, and which is chiefly taken 
from William of Malinfbury, it appears that the Normans were 
greatly fuperior to the Englifh in politenefs and knowledge; and 
it may therefore be thought, fays our noble author, that, by a 
mixture with them, the latter received fuch improvements, as 
were a fuficient compenfation for the many evils brought upon 
them in other refpects. It mutt alfo be confefled, that, fo long 
as the Anglo-Saxons were mafters of England, that kingdom 
was of no account in the fyftem of Europe; but grew to have 
weight and an authority on the continent under the government 
of the Normans, both irom the dominions which the princes of 
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that race poffefled in France, and from their aétive ambition, 
which, feconded by the enterprifing and warlike difpofition of all 
their nobility, rendered the Englifh name refpected and illuftrious 
abroad. But whether this honour was not purchafed too dear, 
by the lofs of that peace, which the fituation of England, ef- 
pecially if united with Scotland and Wales, might have fe- 
cured to it under the government and i/land-policy of the Saxons, 
may well be difputed. Befides the conftant expence of blood 
and treafure, one great mifchief, occafioned by it, was the tak- 
ing off the attention of many of our kings from the important 
objects of agriculture, manufactures, and-commerce. Yet, 
on the other hand, it is certain that foreign wars, by exercif- 
ing the valour, increafe the ftrength of a nation, which, re- 
maining long unemployed, is very apt to decay, and fink into 
an infirm and effeminate foftnefs ; particularly where the people 
are much addicted to commerce; the mercantile fpirit prevai!- 
ing over the military more than is confiftent with the fafety or 
virtue of a ftate. “To keep up the energy of both thefe fpirits 
in a proper degree, and without prejudice to each other, isa ver 
important and very difficult part of political wifdom, which 
has been performed in few governments, either ancient or 
modern. 

In Lord Lyttelton’s enquiry into the orders of men of which 
the Englifh parliament was compofed, he embraces the opinion 
that the commons did, from the moft early times, conftitute a 
part of the grand council of the nation; and he has maintained 
this opinion by a variety of weighty arguments. He obferves, 
however, that it is a queftion which can never be fo abfolutely 
decided, as to put an end to any difference of fentiment about 
it; efpecially if the controverfy fhould be fupported and fharp- 
ened, (as it has formerly been) by the fpirit of party ; or by 
what is no lefs unfriendly tothe difcovery of truth, attachment 
to a fyftem. ‘ Happily, fays he, the enquiry is rather matter | 
of curiofity than real importance; becaufe the right of the 
commons to a fhare in the legiflature and national councils, 
even according to the hypothefis of thofe who are moft unfa- 
vourable to them, has antiquity enough to give it all the efta- 
blifhment which can be derived from jong cuftom, and all the 
reverence and authority, which time and experience can add, 
in the opinions of men, to the fpeculative reafon and fitnefs of © 
wife inftitutions,. I therefore treat of this queftion, rather as 
it is a neceflary part of my fubject, than as worthy in itfelf of | 
any very anxious inveftigation: nor do I pretend to do more 
than draw together fome rays of light, fcattered in a few im- 
portant records, and in fome paflages of the moft authentic 
contemporary hiftorians, fubmitting the refult of them to the 
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fiudgments of the reader, with very great difidence of my 
own. 

Our noble Author concludes his account of the civil and 
political ftate of the kingdom, during the times of wuich he 
writes, with two remarks ; firft, that the privileges granted, 
or confirmed to the nation, within that period, though ofteit 
violated by our Kings, were perpetually reclaimed, ‘and re- 
ftored, from time to time, by new confirmations, the lat of 
which was the bil! cf rights, that great compendium of our ancient, 
conttitutional liberties, the glory of this, and the envy of every 

other ftate: Secondly, that for fome ages after the fettlement 
of our government by King Henry [. the high fpirit of the 
nobles, and the ferocity of the people, were ftronger fences to 
both againft oppreffion and tyranny than laws or charters ; but, 
at the fame time, had fuch a tendency to diiturb the tranquil- 
lity and order of focicty, that thefe could hardly be pre eferved, 
even in the reigns of good princess without fome fuch exer- 
tions of the royal authority, as approached too near to an ille- 
gal and arbitrary power. But in jater times, as the temper of 
the nation grew milder, the fame rigour in government was no 
longer requifite, or fitto be ufed ; and liberty ceafing to border 
upon anaichy, the regal part of our conftitution could, with 
fafety to the public, be fet at ftill a further diftance from ab{o- 
lute monarchy. In the prefent ftate of our whole political 
fyitem we have nothing to wifh, but that the fpirit of liberty 
may be moderated with fuch difcretion, and fupported _ fuch 
hininefs, as that we may never again find it necefiary to feck a 
remedy againit anarchy in an extenfion of prerogative 5 nor yet 
be drawn by the corruption and diftolutenefs of manners, which 
too naturally — a high degree of politenefs » to relax the 

neient Britifh vigour and dionity of mind, which hithe;to 
wider violence co been able to fubduc, nor profperity to 
enervate. 

The third Bock cf Lord Lytteiton’s hiftory, befides feveral 
oiher events of Henry’ § reign, contains the attempts of the 
king to bring the clergy into a dependance upon the civil go- 
vernment, the proceedings vit rep. ard to the conftituuon of 
Clarendon, the —— of Becket tothofe conftitutions, and 
the whole conduct of that faciious, turbulent, and rebellious 
prelate, down tothe time in which he was murdered. In this 
car, there are many things s th at merit peculiar attention. It 
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Giclays, in avery flriking ight, the mali rnant nature of Po- 
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- ly ~ 
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the charaéter of Becket, with which our noble Author finithes 
his fecond volume. 
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¢ Thus in the fifty third year of his age, was aflaffinated 
Thomas Becket; aman of great talents, of elevated thoughts, 
and of invincible courage; but of a moft violent and turbu- 
lent {pirit; exceflively paflionate, haughty, and vain-glorious ; 
in his refolutions inflexible, in bis refentments implacable. It 
cannot be denied that he was guilty of a wilful and premedi- 
tated perjury ; that he oppofed the neceflary courfe of public 
juftice, and acted in defiance to the laws of his country ; laws 
which he had moft folemnly acknowledged and confirmed : nor 
is it lefs evident, that, during the heat of this difpute, he was 
in the higheit degree ungrateful to a very kind mafter, whofe 
confidence in him had been boundlefs, and who from a private 
condition had advanced him to be the fecond man in his king- 
dom. On what motives he acted can be certainly judged of 
by him alone, 10 whom all hearts are open. He might be mifled 
by the prejudices of a bigotted age, and think he was doing an 
acceptable fervice to God, in contending, even to death, for the 
utmoft excefs of ecclefiaftical and papal authority. Yet the 
ftrength of his underftanding, his converfation in courts and 
camps, among perfons whofe notions were more free and en- 
Jarged, the different coiour of his former life, and the fudden- 
nefs of the change which feemed to be wrought in him upon 
his election to Canterbury, would make one fufpeét, as many 
did in the times wherein he lived, that he only became the 
champion of the church from an ambitious defire of fharing its 
power; a power more independent on the favour of the king, 
and therefore more agreeable to the haughtinefs of his mind, 
than that which he had enjoyed as a minifter of the crown. And 
this fufpicion is encreafed by the marks of cunning and falfe- 
nefs, which are evidently feen in his condu& on fome occa- 
fions. Neither is it impoffible; that, when he firft aflumed his 
new character, he might act the part of a zealot, merely or 
principally froin motives of arrogance or ambition ; yet, after- 
wards, being encaged, and inflamed by the conteft, work him- 
{elf up into areal enthufiafm. ‘The continual praifes of thofe 
with whom he acted, the honours done him in his exile by all 
the clergy of France, and the vanity which appears fo predomi- 
nant in his mind, may have conduced to operate fuch a change. 
He certainly fhewed in the latter part of his life a fpirit as fer- 
vent as the warmeft enthufiaits; fuch a fpirit indeed as confti- 
tutes heroi/m, when it exerts itfelfin a caufe beneficial to man- 
kind. Had he defended the eftablifhed laws of his country, 
and the fund.mental rules of civil juftice, with as much zeal 
end ntrepidity as he oppofed them, he would have deferved to 
be ranked with thofe great men, whofe virtues make one eafily 
forg:t the allay of fome natural imperfeQlions: but, unhappily, 
his good qualities were fo mifapplicd, that they becarae no lefs 
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hurtful to the public weal of the kingdom, than the worft of 
his vices.’ 

The third volume of Lord Lyttelton’s hiftory confitts entirely 
of notes, and of an apyendix containing ftate-papers. Some 
of the notes are curious and important; efpecially thofe which 
relate to the antiquity of the Commons in parliament ; and to 
the ancient conftitution of the kingdom. . 

Upon the whole, our noble author’s hiftory of Henry the 
Second, fo far as it has been carried on, is a performance of 
great merit. It gives a fuller and more enlarged vicw of the 
tranfactions of that monarch’s reign, and the events connected 
with them, than can be expected in our general hiftorians ; 
and it is founded on the moft indubitable authorities. His Lord- 
fhip is particularly commendable for the uniform regard and at- 
tachments which he fhews to the caufe of ational religion and 
of civil liberty. His ftyle is generally clear and manly; and 
fome parts of the work are wrought up in a very mafterly ftrain. 
There are, however, various inftances wherein the language 
might admit of an amendment in point of accuracy, perfpi- 
cuity and elegance. The amendment, too, might, in feveral 
cafes be eafily effected, by merely tranfpofing the members of 
a fentence, or by other fuch flight alterations, that, it is to be 
hoped, they will not be neglected in a fecond edition. ‘The 
public, we doubt not, will be glad to be favoured, as fon as 


poflible, with the remainder of the hiftory. K 
-~§, 





Short Hymns on feleé? Paffages of the Holy Scripures. By Charles 
Wefley, M. A. and Prefbyter of the Church of England, 
12mo. 2 Vols.6s. Briftol printed by E. Farley. 


AVING been frequent!’ called upon, by a correfpondent 

who figns himfelf Canpibus, for an account of the Rev. 

Mr. Charlies Wefley’s Hymns, printed in 1762; and having 

at length, by means of this correfpondent’s direCtions, procured 

a fet of thefe delectable hymn-books,—we fhall now (without 

troubling the public with any apology for having fo long over- 

looked fo important a publication) proceed to give our Readers 

fame idea of the manner in which Mr. Wefley has {piritualized 

both the Old Teftament and the New, from Genefis, to the 
Revelations. 

In the ninth hymn, compofed on Gen. ii. 21. God took one 
of his ribs, &c. Mr. W. thus takes occafion to manifeft. his high 
regard for the fair-fex : 

Not from his head was woman took, 
As made her hulband to o’er-look, - 
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Not from his feet, as one defign’d 
The footttool of the ftronger kind ; 
But fafhion’d for himfelf, a bride, 
An equal, taken from his fide ; 
Her place intended to maintain, 
The mate, and glory of the man, 
To reft, as fill beneath his arm, 
Protected by her Lord from harm, 
And never from his heart remov’d, 
As only lefs than God belov'd. 

This is very handfomely faid; and many a fair profelyte might 

the gallant and pious author juftly expect to gain, by fuch a com- 
liment to the fex. But he is not always in fuch good humour 

with the ladies; for in his 445 hymn, he has the following 
angry inveClive againft thofe mothers who do not fuckle their 
own children *: 4 

Not like the mothers in our day, 

Who of all care themfelves diveft, 

And thruft their new born babes away, 

And sang them on another’s breait. 

Does not this indiferiminate cenfure, by the way, bear too 
hard on the poor females? Is it not well known that many 
of them cannot, were they ever fo defirous of it, perform the 
office of wet-nurfe? And ought they, therefore, to be repre- 
fented as having divefted themfelves of all care for their off- 
{prin 


oo ~ BEM. W’s gallantry totally forfakes him, in N° 906, 


where Solomon’s homely fimilitude gives him the cue to ad- 
drefs himfelf, in very uncourtly phrafe, to thofe ladies who 
have the misfortunc to be endowed with more beauty than dif- 
cretion, Prov. xi. 22. Asa jewel of gold in a fwine’s {nout, fo 
is a fair woman which ts without diferetion: thus paraphrafed : 

Of beauty vain, of wifdom void, 

What art thou in the fight'of God? 

A flave to every bafe defire, 

A creature wallowing in the mire ! 

Go, gaudy pageant of a day, 

Thy folly with thy face difplay, 

Put all thy charms and graces out, 

And thew the jewel—in thy fnout ! 

Leaving this piece of fpiritual Billingfgate to the animadver- 
fion of our fine ladies,—who will perhaps infift that he muft be 
an hog of a poet, indeed, whocould treat them in fo brutifh a 
manner,—we turn now to hymn 105; which will make the 
reader flare, at leaft, if not admire, at the dexterity with which 


ae From 1 Sam. i, 23. The woman gave her fon fuck, untill foe weaned 
im. 
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a Methodift or Moravian can typify, turn, and twift the plaineft 
paflages of holy writ, to adapt them to their myftical fyftem : 
Exod. iii. 2. © Behold the bufh burnt with fire, and the bub 
was not confumed.’ 
See here the miracle renew’d, 
A bufh that doth the fire abide, 
A burning buth, bedew’d with blood, 
A church, preferv’d in Fe/u's fide ! 
The above makes but an odd figure for a Aymn: would it not 
do much better as an zenigma? 


His 931 ft hymn is a much prettier and more complete piece 
of Moravianifm. It is givenas acomment on ¢ Tell me, O thou 
cuhom my foul loveth, where thou feedeft, where thou make thy flock 
to reft at noon: SonG of Sov. 1. 7. 

Thou Shepherd of J/rav/, and mine, 
The joy and defire of my heart. 
For clofer communion I pine, 
I long to refide where thau art ; 
The paiture I Janguith to find 
Where all who their Shepherd obey, 
Are fed, on thy bofom reclin’d, 
Are {creen’d from the heat of the day, 


Ah, fhew me that happieft place, 

That place of thy people’s abode, 
Where faints in an extafy gaze, 

And hang on a crucified God : 
Thy love for a finner declare, 

Thy paffion and death on the tree, 
My fpirit to Calvary bear, 

To fuffer, and triumph, with thee. 


°Tis there with the lambs of thy flock, 
There only 1 covet to reft, 
To lie at the foot of the rock, 
Or rife to be hid in thy breatt ; 
°Tis there I would always abide, 
And never a moment depart, 
Conceal’d in the clift of thy fide, 
Eternally held in thy heart. 

To thofe who can read of a crucified God, without being 
fhocked, and who have no objection to the author’s fcheme of 
divinity, the foregoing hymn will not appear ina very con- 
temptible light, as a poetical compofition,—But here comes an- 
other, in a /ublimer ftrain : 

‘ Behold 1 will make thee a new fharp threfhing inflrument. U. 
xli, 15, 16. 

‘L hee will I wield by grace renew’d, 
A weapon for my ule deficn’d: 
Go, thou fharp, iron-flail of God, 
And threth the loftieft of mankind,— 
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The flubborneft and ftrengeft beat 
With violence of refiltlefs zeal, 
And feparate from the pew wheat, 
And chafe the cui fed chaff to hell : 
The authorof the learned treatife o! th: e Bathos, would have 
Leen much delichted with Mr. W’s having fo well improved on 


4e¢ td 


the ngeni Ous bards who alecene:ely mia de the moit fublime of 
al} Beings a chemift, a baker, a full ler, &ec. &c. Here we have 
him transformed to a ihrefher 3 and, in the lubfequent hymn he 
isa Smith :—* Jer. xxiii. 29. Ls met wy word like an hammer ? 
if chou cof thy goipel blefs, 
f If thou app! y the word, x 
Then our bri ken hearts confefs 
The hammer of the Lord: 
Fuily, Lord, thy hammer ufe, 
Force the nations to fubmir, 
Smite the rocks, and break, and braife 
‘ The world beneath thy feet 
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t | What ffranze imagery has the good old Prophet innocently put 
into the bead of this poetical myttic ! but, to make the indignant 
reader ‘ome amends, we fhall next preient him with fomething 
inthe pol! ', Bachaniian ftrain: 
ye thirty * for God to Fefus give err, 
4 +} And teke thro’ his blood ‘The power to draw near, 
SRS : His ki d invitation, Ye fix ners, onbe ise, 
‘ ‘The fenfe of iaivation Acceyting thro’ grace, 
Sent down from above Yiho governs the ties 
Iu vehement love io finners ae cries, 
> * Drink into my Spirit, Who happy would be, 
} j Aud ail things iunerit By coming to me.” 
i i O Saviour of all, Thy word we believe, 
| And come at thy call, Thy grace to receive ; 
A) The blefling is given, Wherever thou art: 
E | The earneft of heaven Is love in the heart 
BA To us at thy feet The Comforter give, 
uy Who gafp to adinit Thy Spiricand Ives 
' The weakett believers Ackn owledge for thine, 





And fill us with rivers Cr water divine. 
: The foregoing {pecimens will, peal bly, be thought fuffi- 
cient to thew the manner in which Mr, W. like his Moravian 
es hath unhap pily, though doubtlefs, undefiz gnedly, 











bu i fqued the facred writings. 
Serioufly, (for tho uch it is fometimes dificult to refrain from 
fauching ai the obsurdities of fanaticifin, it is really fhocking to 
fcc tecrous fudjects thus expofed to riticulc) ml we not afk 







* Parodied mom ¢ If any man thirft, let hin come unto me and drink? 
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thefe rhyming enthufiafts how they dare to take fuch li- 
berties, and ufe fuch indecent freedom, with the holy worbD 
of Gop! nay, with the GReaT Creator Himsetr! Ate 
they not apprehenfive of the fate of Uzzah,.who was fo ex- 
emplarily punifhed for rafhly prefuming to touch the ark oi the 
CovENANT with unhallowed hands ! 

Indeed, the irreverent treatment which the bible continually 
meets with, IN THIs PRoTESTANT CounTRY, from the fwarms 
of Backnevy commentators, expofitors, and, enthufiaftic hymn- 
makers. would almoft provdke the ratfonal Chriftian to applaud 
even the Church of Rome for the care fhe has taken to fecure it 
from vulgar profanation:—And much, perhaps might it con- 
duce to the honour and credit of ovr religion, could any me- 
thod be thought of, towards attaining fo valuable, fo impor- 
tant an end, without infringing the comman rights of the Chriftian 
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The Connexion of the Roman, Saxon, and Englifh Coins, deduced 
from Obfervations on the Saxon Wergits and Money. By Wil- 
liam Clarke. M. A. Rector of Buckfted, and Refidentiary 
of Chichefter. London, printed for William Boyer. 4to, 


15s. 1767. 








E have lately had occafion, on account of Mr. Bryant’s 

Differtations, to aflert the honour of the prefent age, 
and of our own country in particular, with regard to the exiftence 
among us of the profoundeft literature. A frefh reafon for 
maintaining the fame claim is furnifhed by the work now before 
us, which is as eminent as Mr, Bryant’s for its great learning, 
though exerted and difplayed in a different way. 

The fubje& which Mr. Clarke hath chofen, promifes, upon 
the very face of it, much curious and difficult enquiry; but 
he has extended his views ftill further than could, at firft, be 
expected, Some of his difquifitions might, indeed, on ahafty 
judgment, be thought to fly :oo far from his main point ; 
but, when we take in the whoie object he has in view, we fhall 
find that they rife out of it, aid are connected with it in a pe- 

“ 
culiar manner. 

‘ ‘The appearance of the following fheets from the prefs, fays 
our leacced Author in his preface, 1s entirely owing to the 
diicovery, made by the late Martin Folkes Efguire, of the old 
Saxon pound. Without this previous knowledge, any work 
of this kind had been but a vain amufement, or very little more 
than arbitrary and precarious conjectures. For had here been 
no ftandard to have recourfe to, no fure ground for forming the 
neceflary calculations, how was it pofible to take a fingle ftep, 
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that could give any tolerable fatisfaction? But upon this opens 
ing, 1 thought it would not be very difficylt to throw a little 
more light upon this obfcure fubject, the Saxon money 5 and vin- 
dicate an authority, which had been for fome ages almoft en- 
tirely given up, or at leaft underftood in fuch a manner as was 
very far from its original intention; I mean, Archbifhop Aet- 
fric’s account of the Saxon coins; who diftributes them into 
three clafics, the Mancus, the SHILLING, and the Penny.’— 

¢ Embarking upon this narrow ,bottom, I little thought of 
being cariied fo wide off the point, from whence I firft fet out : 
but, in paffing on, | foon found that this was unavoidable. As 
the Saxon moncy had fome connexion with the Roman, there 
was a neceflity of comparing its weight and value in thofe in- 
ftances with the Roman coins, and ftating the ufual Saxon me- 
thods of payment upon that plan. This, however, was far 
fro% being a difagrecable office: it was enquiring into the cuf- 
tBits of politer ages, and difcovering, what perhaps was not 
much expected, the incredible poverty of the greateft empire in 
the world, even when in its full power, long before its divifion, 
and nuch more its final diflolution in the weft. Clofing the 
account at this period would have faved me a good deal of 
trouble, if the profpect that lay before me would have fuffered 
me to ftop here: but there was another difquifition to be made, 
and that, by traverling much darker regions. ‘There was no 
difcovering the weight and origin of the Saxon gold coins with- 
out pafling through that moft intricate and confufed labyrinth, 
the accounts given of the 4urei in the middle ages, from the 
Roman to the Norman times. Here I was prepared to expect 
and meet with very confiderable dificulties. For perhaps all 
tbe materials, that are now left, are fcarce capable of forming 
fuch conclufions, as will carry with them a full and abfolute 
conviction. But I have endeavoured to bring fuch as occurred 
t»'me into fome order, made them at Jeaft intelligible, and by 
this means applicable to fome ufeful purpofes. For the fubjeét 
of this enguiry is not quite fo inconfiderable, as it may appear 
to be at frit view: it has a near relation to thofe parts of hiitory 
that are more interefiing. “Ihe revenues of princes, the fines 
and penalties of their laws, the tributes impofed by conquerors, 
the tubiidies ftipulated by allies, and even the expences of pri- 
vate life, with which the manners and characters of an age mult 
be unavoidably connecied, will be but imperfeSily underftood, 
without being compeiently well acquainted with the value of 
their money. 

‘ Having gone through the neceflary parts of this enquiry, 
the diy cetail and efismates of the Aurei in thofe barbarous 
goes, To was willing to indulye myfelf in making a few more 
avrceable excurfions; pectuaded that the prefent ace, which 
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has made fuch a progrefs in illuftrating our own antiquities, 
would not be difpleafed with any rational refearches upon that 
fubjeét, and efpeciaily any modett attempts towards fetting the 
origin of our own zation, our parliaments, and other national 
cufloms, in a jufter light. Befides thefe, fuch incidental points, 
as have fallen within the compafs of thefe difquifitions, may, to 
the friends of politer learning, furnifh a more agreeable amufe- 
ment. In opening the connexion of the Roman cuftoms with 
our own, I have, as occafion offered, corrected and explained 
feveral pafiages in their ancient writers, or reftored them again, 
from the hands of critics, to their true reading. 

« The analogy between our old Saxon weights, and thofe 
of a more remote antiquity, led me into a very particular en- 

uiry upon that fubjeét ; and convinced me, that a more con- 
cife and fatisfatory account of the ancient nummulary and 
commercial pound might be eafily drawn up. For who is not 
loft in that variety of ancient pounds, which the very learned 
Dr. Edward Bernard has given with fuch elaborate precifion ? 
Or, who is fatisfied with the dra, mina, antique, media, immi- 
nute@, of other celebrated authors, without knowing when they 
altered, or what was the difference? The great and obvious 
agreement in the divifions, ules, and proportions of thefe an- 
cient weights, is a {trong prefumption that they were originally 
formed upon the fame plan, in imitation of one another; and 
that we fhould not fal] into any very confiderable miftakes, if 
we fuppofed that the ancient accounts of money, whether of 
‘Fews, Greeks, or Romans, might be taken at a common efti- 
mate. In this view, I have ventured to give a new valuation 
ef all the Jewifh money in the Old Teftament, from the moft. 
ancient and refpectable authorities ; which has the appearance 
of removing all thofe difficulties and objections, with which 
this fubject has been attended.’ 

Mr. Clarke, having thus explained the nature and extent of 
his plan, begins his firft chapter, which+is upon the different 
accounts of the Saxon money, with remarking, that it is not 
mucn above two centuries, fince ancient coins: were confidered 
as any part of the antiquities of a country; ¢ but, fays he, 
when the arts improved, and coins bezan to be collected, they 
foon grew into efteem. It was obferved, that they were capable 
of furnifhing materials for moft parts of hiftory ; that their evi- 
dence was original and authentic; and therefore whatioever 
light might be drawn from them, even in the moft barbarous 
countries, it was an acquifition not to be defpifed. For this 
fealon there has been, ever fince the revival of polite learning, 
a great variety of writers upon the fubjeét of ancient coins: 
many large colicétions have beea publiihed : moft of the Euro- 
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pean nations have had the pleafure of feeing one very entertain- 
ing part of their antiquities exhibited in thefe remains.’ Among 
the authors of our own country, feveral of whom are here 
mentioned, Mr. Folkes tell us, what was “* the weight of the 
Saxon pound ; and that the coins of the two firft kings after 
the conqueft agree, as near as can be judged, in weight and 
goodnefs, with the pennies of the Saxon kings, their immediate 
predeceflors.” ‘ The weight of the old Saxon pound, conti- 
nues Mr, Clarke, was a new and confiderable difcovery, and 
gave fuch an opening, as hath induced me to carry thefe enqui- 
ries fomething higher ; to obferve how the Saxon coins were firft 
introduced ; from what models they were taken ; and whence 
that cuftom of computing by pounds, fhillings, and pence, 
which has diftinguifhed our money-accounts for fo many ages, 
was moft probably derived. It may be poffible, by tracing thefe 
cuftoms from one age and country to another, to find out their 
true fources.’ 

Our learned Author would not, however, have thought of 
fearching into the rude remains of the Saxon government, in 
its earlieft and darkeft period, if one advantage had not been 
entirely overlooked. ¢ The Saxon money, fays he, lies in a 
fort of intermediate ftate, between two extremes, that are tole- 
rably well known : it muft therefore have fome relation to both 
thofe extremes, with which it is connected. In the conclufion 
of this government, this connexion is very plain: the Saxon and 
Norman money is almoft the fame thing : it has the fame weight 
and finenefs of the metal, the fame rudenefs and want of {kill in 
the execution. Thefe coins differ only, as coins of the fame 
aceand country, in the different heads and legends of the princes 
and perfons by whom they were ftruck. No doubt there was al- 
moft the fame agreement between the Roman and Saxon coins 
at the beginning of this period ; though for want of better evi- 
dence it is not eafily difcovered. Who would think, that the 
current money of his prefent Majefty had any fort of relation 
to that of Edward the Confeflor, if all the intermediate evidence 
was deftroyed? But as it is not, we find that the mint-matters 
and moneyers, though they introduced many occafional, gra- 
dual, and neceflary alterations, as the public exigencies or opu- 
lence required, went upon the fame plan. There is ftill the 
fame number of pence in the Englifh pound, that there was 
in the Confcflor’s time: our divifions in the pound are not in 
the leait different from his, though the pound itfelf, from being 
areal, is becoine a nominal valuation; almoft two thirds of it 
are vaniihed. ‘Ihe number of fhillings is reduced from fixty 
to twenty; and yet the prefent fhilling is within a few grains 
“4 the fame weight and value, as the fhilling of the later Saxon 
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¢ The «af of the Koman and Saxon coins cannot be very 
different from this; tncy pafied currently together, or the one 
fuccecded the ovier almoit immediately tn the fame country ; and 
as far as thoie was any cccation to exchange the feveral forts of 
coin, the weight aad Ancnefs cf them muft eftablifh a regular 
proportion, as che foundation of this trafic. Befides, the Ger- 
mans Were 0 Strangers to the Romancuftoms. We learn from 
anobervation of Pacitus, that they were as good judges of 
the value of the Roman money, as the Romans themfelves.— 
Ri m- had for fome ages been obliged to furnifh annual fubfidies 
to the German princes.” This Mr. Clarke hath proved, bya 
detail of feveral curious particulars, and then proceeds to ob- 
ferve, © that Princes who had fuch a continual intercourfe with 
Rome, muft be extremcly well acquainted with the Roman 
money, which had pafied in commerce, or been taken in pay or 
plunder, for many aves. It was undoubtedly tne moft current 
money upon tue frontiers of their own country ; and when they 
{truck any coins of their own, they mutt pafs according to that 
value ard currency whici the Roman coins had ettablifhed. 
For gold and tilver had, by the common content of all nations, 
acquired 2 known and fettled valuation. It was made the 
balince of trade, wnich would not entirely fubmit to the mere 
will and pleafure of the mott arbitrary princes. “The Saxons in- 
deed, when they arrived in Britain, came into a province, 
which by the rapine, or ambition of its governors, had been 
much plundered and opprefled ; but not quite exhautted either 
of menor money. And though they made no great figure at 
their firft fettlement, yet, when all their petty governments 
were united in one kingdom, they were a rifing people; they 
began to encourage trade; to form connexions with thofe parts 
of Europe which had been Roman provinces ; and even with 
the remains of that empire, from whence many of their cuftoms 
were imported. Hence, therefore, we may weil imagine, that 
the Roman money, which had been for fo many ages the cur- 
rent cafh of all Europe, was the ftandard by which the value 
of their gold and filver was adjufted ; and the model, which 
they would be moft inclined to follow in making their own. 
From this fource it was moft probably derived ; and though our 
coins have taken very different forms, as they came down to us 
through a long fuccefion of Northern princes, yet, if we 
examine their original, they will appear to be, like the King’s 
own family, of Roman ExTRACTION. 

Our learned Author pafies on, from thefe obfervations, to 
confider what the Saxon coins were; and obferves, that Dr. 
Hickes has given us the beft account of their money. This 
account he has prefented to his Readers, and, after pointing out 
the 
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the miftakes and defects of Hickes, Fleetwood, and Hooper 
upon the fubject, he fhews that the Saxons, like the Egyptians, 
Greeks and Romans, divided their money-pound into twelve 
ounces. * But, continues Mr. Clarke, to know the divifion of 
their pound would be a matter of very little confequence, un- 
Jefs the weight of it was known. We fhould otherwife have 
no certain {tandard by which we could examine their coins, or 
judge of the proportion they bore to thofe of other nations. 
We are much indebted to the Jate Mr. Folkes for this difcovery ; 
he has given us two eftimates of the Saxon pound, both of 
which I fhall produce in hisown words. Table of Engli/h filver 
coins, p. 1. 2. | 

‘+ It is reafonable to think that William the Conqueror in- 
troduced no new weight into his mints; but that the fame 
weight ufed there for fome ages, and called the pound of the 
“fower, was the old pound of the Saxon moneyers before the 
Conqueft. This pound was lighter than the Troy pound by 
three quarters of an ounce Troy.” 

¢ Mr. Folkes gives us this eftimate of the Saxon pound from 
very good authority, from a verdict relating to the coinage, 18 
Henry VIII. 1527, now remaining in the exchequer, in which 
are the following words: ‘* And whereas heretofore the mer- 
chaunte paid for coynage of every pounde towre of fyne golde, 
weighing xi oz. quarter T'roye, ii. s. vi.d. Nowe it is detcr- 
mined by the Kings highhefs, and his faid counfelle, that the 
forefaid pounde ‘Towre, fhall be no more ufed, and occupied ; 
but al maner of golde and fylver fhall be wayed by the pounde 
Troye, which maketh xil. oz. Troye, which excedith the 
pounde Towre in weight ili, quarters of the oz.” He refers us 
Jikewife to another authority much older, taken from the re- 
gifter of the chamber of accounts at Paris. The difference of 
the feveral pounds then made ufe of in that kingdom is there 
computed, and the proportion between the Troy and Englifh 
pounds is thus eftimated. ** Ou royaume fouloit avoir iv Marcs : 
ceft affavoir le Marc de Troyes, qui pdife xiv Sols, ii. Den. 
efterlins de poix... . le Mere de la Rochelle, dit d’Angleterre, 
qui poife vill 5. iv. Den. efterlins de poix.” 

‘ This account was moft probably taken about the beginning 
of Edward the Third’s reign, not long after A. D. 1329; and 
as the proportion is here given by Mr. Folkes, the weight of 
the Rochelle or Englifh pound will be found 451,76 Englifh 


grains, fomething heavier than the former *. 


* As Mr. Clarke has here expreffed him‘elf differestly from what 
Mr, Folkes has done, we fhall beg leave to fubjoin Mr. Folkes’s own 
words. After having produced the authorities quoted above, he ob- 
ferves, that ** from hence it follows, that the weight of the ‘Tower 
pound was 5400 Troy grains, and that of the ounce, or the twelfih 
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¢ The difference between thefe two eftimates is fo inconfider- 
able, that either of them will anfwer our purpofe, and fhew, 
if not exactly, yet very nearly, the weight of the old Saxon 
pound. But of the two I fhould prefer the laft, becaufe it was 
fo much nearer the Saxon times ; and eftimating the weight of 
the feveral pounds, was not an incidental point, as in the former 
cafe, but the very bufinefs of the writer ; and becaufe (which 
Mr. Folkes did not feem to fufpeét) the Troy pound had been 
eftablifhed in our mints ; and the old Tower pound quite dif- 
ufed, fome years before that eftimate of Henry the Eighth was 

ken. t both thefe computations are fo near each other, that 
ayy ertainly taken from the fame pound, and have in pro- 
portion a much greater agreement, than the coins which were 
{truck out of it.’ 

It is no wonder indeed, that the Saxons were very far from 
Being exact in the weight of their coins, when the Romans 
themfelves, in much more elegant and polite ages, were almoft 
as carelefs in this particular. Tvhe inaccuracy of the Romans, 
the Saxons, and even of the Englifh moneyers in later times, 
with regard to this matter, is fully difplayed by our Author ; 
which fhews, fays he, how precarious thofe conclufions muft 
be, which determine the weight of the pound from the weight 
of any particular coin. How many different Saxon pounds 
would be produced from fuch calculations? How ridiculous 
would it be to expect an exact agreementin the weight of their 
money, when their Anglo-Norman fucceflors, and even the 
Romans themfelves, were fo carelefs in this refpect. 

The bufinefs of making exaét calculations, was a point very 
little pra€tifed or underftood in thofe ages. We fee this in our 
moft public acts; where the wifdom and juttice of the nation 
were concerned, they did not give themielves the trouble of 
carrying the rules of proportion to any critical exadinefs. In 
the famous Statute of 51, Henry ILI. made to regulate the 
the affize of bread, where an exact proportion between the 
price of wheat and the weight of bread was moft probably in- 
tended; it is, however, very feldom obferved. The Statute 
fays, § That when a quarter of wheat is fold for a iii fhillings 
and vi pence, then a waftel bread of a farthing fhail weigh two 







part thereof, aso like grains, The weight of the Rechel, or Eng- 
lith ounce, as taken from the mare above mentioned, will be found 
451: 76 Troy grains, if the correfponding mare of Troyes is 
fuppofed exa&tiy to coincide with the Englihh Troy weight: and the 
prefent weight of the Colonia cxnce, as fated by John Gafp. Eifen(chmid, 
fiom hisown experimenis, in his tra&t De Ponderibus et Men/furis is 550 
Paris grains and a quarter, which make, when reduced, 451: 33 
Droy grains.’ Folkes’s Table of Engtith Silver Coins, p. 4, 6 
pounds 





62 MonTHLY CATALOGUE, 


pounds two fhillings.’ But, according to the proportion which 
the ftatute fets out with, che weight of this bread ought to have 
been one pound, eightcen fhillings and ten pence. We meet 
with feveral miftakes of this fort in that ftatute, which is the 
firft public aét now remaining, that was made after the cities 
and boroughs were reprefented in parliament. Thefe new mem- 
bers fhewed a proper regard to the interefts of their conftituents 
by this new law. For it was highly requifite, that in fuch 
large and populous diftricts, as many of them reprefented, the 
weight of bread fhould be adjuited by law. 


[Zo be continued. ] K- 6, 
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MiIiscELLANEOUS. 


Art. 12. The School: being a Series of Letters between a young Lady 
and her Mother. Part the Second. t2mo. 3s. Flexney. 
N our Review for Auputt, 1766*, we recommended the firit vol. 
] of thefe Letters; and the charaéter then given of Mrs. Maefe’s 
performance, may fuflice for the prefent continuation. Whether or not 
fhe propofes a farther extenfion of her plan, is not intimated at the clofe 


of this fecond volume. 
* Vid. Art. 15. of the Catalogue. 


Art. 13. Thoughts, Effays, and Maxims, chiefly relizious ard poli- 
tical, By Charles Howard Efq; of Greyftock in Cumber- 
land. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Lewis. 


The Author informs us, in the prefatory advertifement, that thefe 
Effays, &c. were never intended for the prefs; that they were only the 
amu(ement of his leifure hours, during his refidence at Paris; and that 
they are publifhed at the defire of his friends.—-People may fometimes 
be faid to act moft unadvifedly when they follow the advice of others: 
and we are fincerely of opinion that thofe to whom the public may be 
indebted for thefe fuperficial {craps of literature, were not friends to the 
Author's reputation, ‘The world is by no means in want of literary 
trifles. ‘The Bookfellers fhops and the flalls of Moorfields abound with 
them; and we much fear that Mr. Howard’s Mifcellanies will only 
ferve to add to their number, inftead of ‘ proving of any fervice or in- 
iirufiion to mankind * ;? for though we apprehend he has fufliciently 
manifefted a good heart, and an improved manner of thinking, in the 








* His words are, ‘ if they prove of any fervice or inftruction to mane 
kind, the Author will be fatished,’? &c. The critical reader, however, 
will not be fatisfied with fuch Englith as * prove of inffrudion?—In 
fhort this performance of Mr, H. (who feems to be a man of fafhion) 

‘ may ferve as a proper companion to the Travels of Lord Baltimore. 
See Review for October laft, p. 312. 


obfervations 
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obfervations here offered to the world, yet, in our judgement, he is not 
faficientiy qualified for a public writer. He who is capable of fayin 

‘that the Deke of Shrefbury did not trim, or ftand /hilly-fhally 3? and 
that ‘ by a cool examination of the Duke of Berwick’s adions which are 


fiubborn things; it will appear that this behaviour was fenfible,’ &c. 


may with good reafon fit down to improve himfelf, at his * lcifure 

hours,’ but ought by no means to fet up, as a matter, for the improve- 

ment of others. 

Art. 14. 4 True and Genuine Narrative of Mr. and Mrs. Ten- 
duct. Ina Letter to a Friend at Bath; giving a full Ac- 


count, from their Marriage in Ireland, to the prefent Time. 
Svo. 1s. 6d. Pridden, 


We always underftood Signior Tenducci, the celebrated Italian opera- 
finger, to be an eunuch ; yet here is an authentic account of his bein 
married,.in 1766, to-a lady who had fallen in love with him for his fine 
finging and agreeable behaviour: and, what may feem yet more ftrange, 
it appears that her affection for fo peculiar a hufband hath not fuffered 
any diminution, from her better acquaintance with him, after more 
than a year’s cohabitation. —Mrs. Tenducci herfelf is the writer of this 
narrative ; in which fhe gives a circumftantial detail of the fevere per- 
fecution which fhe and her hufband have met with from her enraged pa- 
rents, &c. who have done every thing in their power, both by legal 
and arbitrary means, to diflolve an union which they could not, indeed, 
be fuppofed to behold with any degree of complacency. Her ftory, 
however, is an affecting one; the perfoxal hardthips fhe herfelf has un- 
dergone, through the refentment of her family, are fhocking to huma- 
nity; and poor Zenducci, alfo, on the whole, appears to have gained 
nothing but trouble and diftrefs, by this his moft unaccountable con. 
nection. 

Art. 15. An exact Copy of an epiftolary Correfpondence between the 
Rev. Mr. M—- and 8. B. concerning the Living of A 

8vo. 6d. Pearch, 

The Rev. Mr. S. Brewer having been repeatedly called upon to’ give 
his teftimony, with refpect to what 4e knew of the proceedings between 
Mr. Madan and Mr. Haweis, on the one part, and the patron on the 
other, relating to the living of Aldwincle ; the prefent pamphlet now 
makes its appearance, for the gratification of the public: whether it 
will alfo prove to the fatisfaction of Meff, M. and H, and their friends, 
is much to be doubted. Time, however, will fhew, when their adver- 
tifed Defence fhall come forth, how far their characters will or will not 
be affected by the weight that Mr. Brewer has thrown into the fcale of 
poor Kimpton.. 

Art. 16. 4 Supplement ; or the Second Part of an Epiftolary Cor- 
refpondence relative to the Living of Aldwinele. Containing feveral 
important Letters, now forced to be made public to vindicate in- 
jured Characters, and to undeceive the Friends of Religion. 8vo. 
is. Wilkie. 

We have here a feries of letters which pafled between Mr. Madan 
and Mr. Y. aud Mr. Haweis and Mr. Y ; the latter a€ting as attorney 
for Mr. Kimpton, Mi. Y.’s letters feem to bear very hard upon the 
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reverend gentlemen ; but not fo hard as do the Editor’s arch, ironical 

comments on the letters of both parties. There is alfo a copy of Mr, 

Fuller's expoftulatory letter to Mr. H. dated Mar. 20, 1766; and of a 

‘ very affeCting letter from the unhappy Kimpton toa friend in London, 

dated Dec. 15, 17673 in which he relates the extreme diftrefs to which 

| he and his family were then reduced ; and which he juftly pleads in ex- 
cufe for the delay of his anfwer to Mrs. Monk’s pamphlet: fee Review 
for laft November, p. 390. 

} Art. 17. Strigtures upon Modern Simony, and the Crime of Simon 

| Magus ; or, an Enquiry into Mr. Madan’s Account of Simony, 

\ in his late Anfwer to the Faithful Narrative, ce. ce.  8vo. 
1s. Vernor and Chater. | 

/ There was little occafion for this pamphlet; Mr. Madan having 

| been fufficiently corrected, with regard to his explication of our eccle- 

By fiaftical laws concerning fimony, by the ingenious author of ‘ Aldwincle, 

% or a Candid Examination*,’ &c. This, indeed, the prefent Writer 
acknowledges ; apologizing, at the fame time, for the publication of 

his remarks : part of which, he fays, were in the prefs, when 4/a- 

avincle came out; o:herwife they wou'd not have appeared at all. He 

takes the fame fide of the argument with the candid examincr ; and very 
fenfibly endeavours £ to fhew the fallacy of Mr. Madan’s reafoning upon 
the ecclefiaitical laws, and the error of his confcienee concerning the 

Sanity of ecclefiaftical preferments ;? but we think he has deviated too 

far from the fubjeét immediately before kim, in his numerous ¢ obfer- 

vations on the kingdom of the clergy, comparing it with the kingdom 
of Chrift:’—in the courfe of which he fhews too much of the narrow 
ipirit of a rigid diffenter from the eftablifhed church, which he treats 
with a feverity that even borders on indecency. __ 

* See Review for laft month, p. 46¢. 

Art. 18. The Dramatic Time- piece: or perpetual Monitor. Being 
a@ Calculation of the Length of Time every A& takes in the per- 
forming, in all the Aéting-plays at the Theatres Royal, as minuted 
from repeated Obfervations, during the Courfe of many Years Prac- 
tice. As alfo the Time of Night when Half-price will be taken, 
and the certain Period when any Play will be aver. By J. 
Brown{mith, Prompter to the Theatre-Royal in the Hay- 
market. 8vo. 1s. Almon, &c. 

Mr. Brown{mith is of opinion that ‘ the utility of this piece is mani- 
fold.’ Recourfe, fays he, being had to this book, any gentleman, &c. 
who may have carriages or fervants in waiting, or appointments to ats 
tend at any particular hour, may, at all times, (within a few minutes) 
be affured of the time, as punftually as if minuted by their watches, 
only by allowing for incidental entertainments, between the aéts, fuch 
as fongs, dances,.&c.’? He alfo obferves, that by duly attending’ to 
this book, gentlemen may prevent their cattle from getting cold,: by 
waiting.too long at the doors of playhoufes, in bad weather, and that 
it will likewife be a means of their fervants ftaying at home, till within 
a very little time of their attendance, inftead of aff2mbling in public 
houfes, or houles of ill fame, to the deftraction of their morals, prorer- 
ties, and conftitutions. And, farther, that it may be of fervice to thole 
whom bufinefs may prevent from attending a plzy tll after the third 

act, 
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act, or what is called she /atrer account,—Thus, we fee, that a com- 

pitement which, from a curfory perulal of the title, might feem of no 

coniecuence to any body, may prove ufeful to many perfons, inhabi- 
tants of the great city, and it- environs; to whom the play-houfes are 
objects of no {mall importance. 

Art. 19. The Complete Englifh Brewer, or the whole Art and M,f- 
tery of Brewing, in all its various Branches. By George Wat- 
kins; who bas praétifed brewing in all its Branches, upwards 
of Thirty Years. 12mo. 3s. Cooke. 

We have n6 taith in this Mr. Watkins, becaufe he fets out with a 
bouncing fib, in his very title-page. He fays he has pra‘tifed brewing, 
tn all its branches, upwa:ds of chirty years. Now, is not the porter- 
manu!attory a branch of the brewery ? Mr. Watkins will not deny this, 
for he profeffes to teach the art of porter-bewing; -on which he 
has three diitinét chapters: but, unfortunately for his reputation in 
point of veracity, in one of thefe three chapters, he confefles himfelf 
indebted for the informaticn he has communicated to his readers, cons 
cerning the ingredients ufed in porter-brewing, to his having had fome 
‘talk with a gentleman once concerned in this trade, but who now, 
adds he, having left it off with a fair tortune, is above deceiving me, 
&c.’ This is, indeed, an unlucky flip of Mr. Watkins’s pen ;—but we 
fhall beitow no farther animadverfion on a man who, as we much 
fufpect, carries forgery and fiction in his very name. 

Art. 20. 4 fhort Examination of the Laws late'y made for the Amend= 
ment and Prefervation of the public Heoways and Turnptke- 
Roads 5 clear!; fhewwing thet tie various Nelraints end Penalties 
laid upon the Paiscrs refpe€ting their Carriages, muj) ever en- 
bance the Neccffaries of Life, without having the leaf? tendency ta 
amend and prejerve the puolic Roads of this Kingdom, 8vo. 18 
White, 

_ This Examination contains many fhrewd and apparently valid objec- 

tions to the prefent reformation of our highway laws; and fhews that in 

the inftances quoted, they mutt prove really oppreflive to that molt ule- 
fel clafs of people, the /mall farmers ; who'e importance to the nations 
in comparifon with the opu'cnt renters of Jarge farms, is here placed 
in a firiking view. One undoubtedly good object in view of the legif- 
latire, was, as is éxpréfled in the late Ratuté, to reduce into one ac?, 
the feveral highway laws; neverthe'cfs, fome parliamentary altera- 
tions have already taken place with refpe&t to this aét ; and it is to be 
apprehended, that it will foon’ be branched out by e&planaticnus and 
wmendments, fo as to defeat the clearnefs and brevity aimed at by the 

Jate reduction. NW, 

Art. 21. A concife Account of the moft remarkable Antiquity of Great 
Britain, vulgarly cailed Stonehenge, and the Barrows round it, 
Jituate upon Salifoury Plain: with Views, Plan, and Elevation 
of the while Structure, both as it appears now, and when in its 
original State, according to Inigo fones, Dr. Stukely, fc. with 
their Opinions concerning it. Compiled for the Uje of thofe whofe 
Curtofity may lead them to fee this famous Monument of Antiquity, 

Rev. Jan, 1768, F oF 
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or to read an Account thererf. Small 8vo. 1s. Salifbury 
printed, and fold by White in Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields, 
_A very ufeful compendium fer all who would acquire an idea ‘of this 
venerable druidical monument, on eafy terms both as to attention and 
rice: and more efpecially ufeful for thofe who intend an a€tual furvey, 
of what without fome fuch guide will appear an unmeaning, flupendous 
heap of confufion. . 
Art. 22. A-Letter to Lord Clive, on the great Benefits which ‘may 

refult to the Public from patrictically expending a {mall Part of a 

large private Fortune: particularly in promoting the Interefis of 

Agriculture, by forming an experimental Farm, Containing a 

praflical Courfe of Management, with Eftimates of the Expences 

and Profit. Illujirated with a Plan of the Farm. , 8vo. 1s. 6d. 

Nicol. A 

‘Laking it for granted that Lord Clive will realize a confiderable part 
of his monied property in Jaad, this Writer perfuades his Lordthip to 
purchafe barren land, from the opportunity it will afford for improve- 
ment ; rather than rich land, which affords no fuch profpeét. Of fuch 
land is propofed to be parcelled out, a large experimental farm, and an 
e!limate is formed of the expences of its cultivation, and its produce; 
which promifes as fair as eftimates of this nature generally do. His 
Lordthip’s reputed annual income however, the Author fuppofes, will 
not render him anxious for profit, as he does not fuppofe his Lordhip . 
to. take the propofed trouble, to difcover means of increafing his for- 
tune; the advantage accruing, the Writer would therefore appropriate 
to premiums for the promotion of Britifh and Irifh agriculture, Perfons 
pofiefled of large fortunes are indeed the properelt to engage in ex- 
oy projects, and perhaps thofe in agriculture do not require the 

ealt; but whether public and perfonal calls to engage in fchemes, how- 
ever meritorious or patriotic, may be the likelieft to fucceed, may admit 
of a doubt: as a dictate in the face of the world, afferts the firft and 
principal claim to the merit of the propofal. ie 
Art. 23. Confiderations on the illegality of prefenting fuch af are 
unacquainted with the Welch or Britifh Languages to ecclefiaftical 

Benefices, in thofe Parts of Wales where that Language is in gene- 

rqlUfe, and underfiocd, By a Gentleman of Wales 8vo. 1s, 

Harris. 

In the difcourfe introductory to thefe confiderations, the ingenious 
author offers fome hiflorical remarks on the Welch language, its affinity 
with the dialect fpoken in Little Britanny in France, and the Erfe lan- . 
guage in Ireland, Scctland and the Ifle of Man. He obferves, that the 
Englifh ufed many means to eradicate the language ufed in Wales, par- | 
ticularly by the act of union (the 27th of Henry the 8th) whereby ‘ no 
man that ufed that language could enjoy any office or fees under the 
crown of Great Britain.” He obferves likewife, that fince the Refor- 
mation, by two aéts of Parliament ( he sth of Elizabeth, and the 13th 
and 14th of Charles the 2d ) the Welch language ‘is to be ufed in all 
the churches in Wales, where that language i» in common underitood.” 
He afterwards quotes two cafes of law, wherein all the juftices were of 
Opigion, that wantof knowledge of the Welch lang uage in the prefentee, 

is 
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isa good caufe of refufal. After having eftablithed the illegality of thefe 

refentations from the articles of the church, aéts of parliament, and cafes 
of law, he proceeds to enumerate the de:rimental confequences arifing from 
fuch prefentations, He fays, that the gentlemen of that country have no 
other provifion for their younger children, but church preferment ; as 
they are excluded from all commerce, by their fituation, and uncon- 
nected with men in place and power ; and that if Englifh and Scotch 
bifhops are promoted there, they will prefer their own relations and 
countrymen, and neglect thofe that have been curates in Wales their 
whole lives. 

He fays, that the churches have been neglected by the introduétion 
of Eng!ith fervice, and promoting of fuch as do not underitand Welch; 
and that the Methodilts, Moravians and Papiits increafe, which he at- 
tributes to that caule. 

This is briefly the fubftance of thefe copfiderations ; as to the merit 

of the performance, it may be faid in general, that it is written ina 
manly and nervous ftile. In fome places, what he fays is too fevere, 
as ‘that the broad road to ecclefiaftical preferment, is by venal and 
fimoniacal means, by borough intereft, by pandering for the pleafures 
of great men, and a fpanic]-like adulation, that is a difgrace to huma- 
nity.’ 
The following defcription of the Welch, is pi€turefque and pleafing. 
‘ The greateft part of the principality of Wales, by its fituation, and 
the great diflance itis from the metropolis, is almoft entirely exchided 
from ail the beneficial advantages of commerce, The produce of their 
own country is their chief, and almoft only fupport. What remains, 
after fupplying the home confumption, is exported; the money they 
receive in return for their commodities, ferves them for the purpoles of 
hofpitality, not luxury. As money is not otherwilfe valuable, than as 
it is the means of acquiring the neceffaries and conveniencies of life, 
they know no other ufe for it. If accumulated quantities of gold and 
filver are the only criterion of wealth, they are poor, if plenty, they 
arerich. Happy in finding an afylum among thofe impregnable for- 
trefies, built by the hand of nature, which were formerly their fecu- 
rity againft the power, and fince againft the luxury, of the Enolith. 
Environed on all fides by thefe, they enjoy tranquiNity without indo- 
lence, liberty that degenerates rot into licentioufnefs, and plenty with- 
outluxury. Thus they enjoy a happinefs unknown in better cultivated 
countries, which opulence cannot purchaie,’ 

The author of this pamphlet has fallen into fome miftakes, particu- 
larly where he fays, that Dr. Bowles was the firft perfon that ever was 
prefented toa living in the diccefe of Bangor, who was unacquainted 
with the Welch language. There have been two or three prefented 
before Dr. Bowles, amongft them a nephew of Julius Cafar, the Maf- 
ter of the Rolls. But this, and fume other {mall miitakes, affeé& not 
the argument. 

This is a fubjeét of the moft interefting nature to the whole princi- 
pality, well worthy the confideration of men in power,. and treated 
by this autho: in a nervous cloquent ftile, and with ftrength and perfpi- 
culty of reafoming, 

** The gent'eman who fo obligingly wrote to us on the fobjeé of 
the toregoing performance, will fee by the article, what ufe we have 


niade of his Jerter, 4A 
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Art. 24. Rhetoric, or a View of its principal Tropes and Figures, 
in their Origin and Powers. With a Variety of Rules to efcape 
Errors and Blemifhes, and attain Propriety and Elegance in Com-. 
arg By Thomas Gibbons, D. D. 8vo. 6s. Buck- 
and. 

Thofe who are of opinion that the fyftematic or technical ftudy of 
rhetoric may contribute to the attainment of eloquence, will find this 
cop'ous book a work after their own hearts; for it is abundantly ex- 
plicit on the feveral rhetorical terms and diilin€tions made ufe of in the 
{chools.—For our parts, who believe that every aid of this kind is vain, 
where genius has not given the flamp of eloquence, and equally bur- 
thenfome and fuperflucus where it bas, we cannot make any works of 
this nature an objeét of our attention, kL ; 
Art. 25. 4 new Pocket Dictionary of the French and Englifh Lan- 

guages. In Two Parts. J. French and Englifh. Il. Engli 

and French. Containing all Words of general Ufe, and authorined 


by she bef? Writers. As alfo diftinguifhing the feveral Parts of 

Speech, with the Gender of Nouns in the French Language. Te 

which are added, the Accents of the Enghfb Words for the Ufe of 

Foreigners, and an alphabetical Lif of the mof? common Chriflian 

Names, with their vfual Abbreviations. Carefully compiled from 
the mift approved Dittionaries, French and Englifh, particularly 
_ from that of the Reyal Academy at Paris. By Thomas Nugent, 

L.L.bD. Dilly. 

This little work, which is intended as a portable repofitory of the 
French and Englith language, contains a very large colleétion of words, 
and will doubtlefs be uteful in fchools, where a mafter can always ex- 
plain any difficulty that may occur ; but we apprehend it would have 
been far more weful, had not the Author abridged it too much. He 
appears in a great meafure to have dettroyed his own intention, that of 
facilitating the ftudy of the French and Englith languages, by giving 
only one fenfe toeach word. Every perfon, the leaft converfant in 
either of the languages, mvit know, that any diétionary, whatever 
care may be taken in the compilation, can never anfwer the intention 
of removing the difficulties attending the ftudy of a language, unlefs 
the various fenfes of each word are given. Inftead of affifting the 
{cholar to undeiftand the fenfe of an author, it will often caufe him to 
mifunderfiand it. Some few of the French words, which are remark 
ably equivocal, are exp'ained in their different fignifications. Had the 
Author purfued this method in general, his dittionary would have been 
very ufeful, and the additional pages with which it would have aug- 
mented the work, would have been additional acquifitions to thc learner, 
and confequently would have enhanced its merit. a 
Art. 26. 4 Grammar of the French Tongue, greunded upon the De- 

cifiens of the French Academy, wherein all the neceffary Rules, Ob- 

. fervations, and Examples, are exhibited in a Manner entirely new. 


- For the Ufe of Schools. By John Perrin. 12mo, 3s. Law. 
‘The elements of every branch ot knowlege fhould be delivered with: 
the greateit care and circumfpection, as being the foundation on which 
the whole fuperitruéture is erected. Nor can. thefe elements be properly 
7 explained 
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explained but by thofe who are well acquainted with the fcience ; for 
in order to know the beft method of laying down thofe elements, we 
muft have a previous knowlege of their ufe and various application. 
The work before us, intended to explain the grammar or e'ements 
of the French language, appears to have been executed by the -hand 
-of a perfon who has thoroughly ftudied it, and who was at once both 
able and willing to communicate the fruits of his-enquiries tothe pub- 
lic. It is both concife and comprehenfive, and will, we are perfuaded, 
remove every difficulty that can attend the ftudy of this fafhionable 
language. It is therefore with pleafure we recommend jt to thofe who 
are defirous of becoming mafters of the French tongue. DR. 


Art. 27. 4 Portuguefe Grammar in Four Parts. Containing, 
I. Rules for the Modification and Ufe of the different Parts of 
Speech. Il, The Syntax, in which are explained, after a more 
copious Manner than hitherto attempted, the- peculiar Ufes of the 
Portuguefe Particles. III. A Vocabulary, more particularly con- 
taining the Terms of Commerce, War, and Navigation, with a 
Variety of Phrafes and familar Dialogues, taken from common 
Converfation and the beft Authors. IV. Various Paffages extrafied 
from the moft approved modern and ancient Writers, with a View 
to facilitate the Reading of the ancient and moft valuable Poriuguefe 
Books. By Anthony Vieyra Tranftagano, Teacher of the 
Portuguefe and Italian Languages. 8vo. 6s. Nourfe. 
The above tidle-page will be fufficient to give the Reader an idea of 

what he may expeét to meet with in the work before us. It will there- 

fore be fufficient for us to fay, that it is executed with judgment and 


propriety, and cannot fail of proving very ufeful to thofe who apply 


themfelves to the ftudy of the Portugucfe language. B 


Art. 28. 4 Letter to Lord B. With an Addrgfs to the Town. 


8vo. 6d. ¥Flexney. 

In the half-title of this pamphlet, and in the public advertifements, 
it is flyled ax apology for Lord B—. It is, however, nothing’ more 
than one of thofe common catch-penny grubs that are produced by every 
remarkable new occurrence which engages the public attention. The 
Author, in fhort, knows nothing cf the matter about which he writes; 
but he is a Grubbean of uncommon honefty: for he candidly acknow- 
ledges that he is. entirely ignorant both of the ‘ circumftances of the 


uranfaCtion’ to which bis pretended apology relates, and of the ‘ per- 


fons of the parties.’—We are at.a lofs which to admire mof, the ho- 


- nelty or the abilities of this worthy advoca:e for the violation of female 


honour and innocence. 


Art. 29. Memoirs of the Seraglis of the Bafbaw of Merriland, By 


a difcarded Sultana. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Bladon. 

This, like the foregoing article, is a low and defpicable perform- 
ance; founded on the fame occurrence, and calculated to make the motft 
of the public eagernefs, curiofity, and credulity. , 

Art. 30. The Hiffery of a late infamous Adventure, between a 


Great Man and a Fair Citizen. In a Series of Letters from a 
| F 3 Lady 
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Lady near St. James’s to her Friend inthe Country. 8vo, 


1s. Bingley. Toy Br Ayevken Aevt-» 

‘This differs from the other catch-penny publications, on this fubjed, 
in nothing but in being more fmartly written. It is not, indeed, to be 
expected that any perfon will dare to publifh the read particulars of the 
fuppofed infamous adventure here alluded to, though ever fo well ac- 
guainted with the facts, till thofe facts are /ega/ly authenticated, 


PoETI@AL. 


Art. 31. The Rape, a Poem. Humbly infcribed to the Ladies 
4to. 1s. Steare, at No. 93, in Fleetftreet. , 

A rhyming invective againft a nobleman who is faid to have lately 
forced a young millinery. This namelefs Bard takes the fact for grant- 
ed, and abufes his Lordfhip with the rage of Oldham, and in the rugged 
verfe of Cleveland. 

Art. 32. Mifcellanies in Profe and Verfe, original and tranflated. 
By the Rev. William Rayner, b. A. of Caius College, 
Cambridge, and Curate of Worlingworth, in Suffolk. 4to. 
Ipfwich printed for the Author, and fold by Subfcription. 
This is a moral and decent collection of poems, publifhed by fub- 

fcription, in which refpe&t we hope they have anfwered the Author’s 

end, and that he has prudence and judgment enough to expect nothing 
more from them. " 

Art. 33. The Chearful Companion: or Songfter’s Pocket-book. Con- 
taining the moft approved Songs, Odes, Cantatas, Sc. in the Eng- 
lifh Language. 12mo0. 3s. Kearfley. | 
Some prefatory hints of general advice to fingers, and the mufic to 

feveral favourite tunes, diftinguifh this colle€tion of fongs from others of 

the like kind: of which we have great variety, {elected accord:ng to 
the refpective taftes of the different compilers. 

Art. 34. Britannia, a Poem, with Hiftorical Naetes. 4to. 

is. 6d. Millar. 

There are feveral very good verfes in this pcem, and the genuine 
{pirit of liberty and virtue breathes through the whole. But there is 
liewife an uncouthnefi, or want of eae and perfpicuity, which greatly 
takes off from the general merit of the piece. ‘ 
Art. 35. The Troublers of Ifracl, in which the Principles of thofe 

who iurn the World upfide down are difplayed. With a Preface 

to the Rev. Dr. —. To which is prefixed a fhort introductory 

Defcription of Modern Enthufiafis. ato. 1s. 6d. Keith. 

The Troublers of Ifrael is a kind of methodiftical opera moft pre- 
fanely foolifh, and molt enthufiaftically incoherent, How much does 
poor Religion fuffer from the ridiculous zeal of thefe blind fanatics ! 4, 
Art. 36. Merit, a Poem, infcribed to his Grace the Duke of Graf- 

ton. By James Hollway. 4to. 1s. Lewis. 

_ This produdiion is abfolutely not Englith, and therefore does not, at 

this time, come under our review. | Ay: 

Art. 37. Cooper's Well, a Fragment written by the honsurable Sir 
Joba Denham, Knight of the Bath, and Author of the celebrated 

| Poem 




















POETICAL . or 
Poem of Cooper’s Hill, fcund among/t the Papers of a late noble 





folation to them, however, that though they had all the defeé&ts which 
are cenfured in thi: filly pamphlet, they could not make them fo ridi- 
culous as the Author has made himéfelf. 


L. 
Art. 40. dn Epifile to the Author cf Candour. By the Author 


Ke Lord. Dated inthe Year 1761. 4to. 2s. Moran. 
je ‘This is an obfcene poem, and might be fuppoled to be the produc- 
0 od tion of Rochefter, rather than of Denham, had it wit and fancy enough 
the to entitle it to fuch an extraStion ;—but fome particular allufions aud 
a. parodies feem to prove it of.a more modern date, - L. 
Art. 38. Pariotifm, a political Satire, By Cato Redivivus. 4to. 
2s. Williams. 
Old Cato is brimful of zeal, and rhymes very floutly, though not 
F very harmonioufly, for the good of his country.—— After venting his 
“— indignation againtt the apoftacy of fome of his brother-patriots, he 
fettles the miniitry in the following manner : 
tely | T-mple and Gr-ntham, as chief {cribe:, fhajl guide, 
ant- = § And Egm--t, o’er the adm’ralty, prefide ; 
ged Polite with dignity, with knowlege ftor'd, 
Great L-ttelt-n fhall grace the council board. 
ted. | Str--ge, N-rth, and C-nw-y fhall the commons lead, 
ge, ff And H-!-f-x adorn the board of trade, 
to. &§ We make no doubt, but, in confequence of this publication, the 
; above arrangements will fpeedily take place. ; 
ab. 6 Ait. 39. Candour, an Enquiry into the real Merits of the Salifbury 
ors § Comedians. 4to. 1s. Horsfield. 
ing This weak and foolifh produétion is as impertinent as the fubject is 
1 | infignificant. Of what confequence is the merit or demerit of the poor 
ftrollers at Salifbury to the relt of the public? lt may be fome con- 
1 | 
to | 








of 7 
to of The Profpedt of Liberty, The Country Spy, &c. gta. 13. 
Wilkie. 
‘« Thus one lolls his tongue out at another, 
And fhakes his empty noddle at his brother.”’ 

ne Art. 41. 4 Colleétion of the mof? efteemed Pieces of Poetry that have 
is - appeared for feveral Years, with Variety of Originals, by the late 
ly Mafes Mendez, E fq; and other Contributors to Dodfley’s Collec 
‘ tion, to which this is intended as a Supplement. 12M0. 35. 
fe | fewed. Richardfon and Urquhart. 
cet The colleétors of poetry have generally made ftrange confufion, 
ry and interfered with each other, becaufe tney have obferved no rales or 

method of fele&tion, They ought in the firft place to have confined 
O- their compilations to a certain period of time, and then they. wou:d 
es have done nothing that others had done before them: in the next place 
= they fhould have felected no poetry that had been pubiifhed by the au- 
R F thor in a volume or volumes, becaufe in fuch a form, works Of mer't 


were in no danger of being loft. The Compiler of this book, for in- 
{tance, might as well have taken Mr. Mafon’s whole volume of poetry, 
as his Elegy on the Death of Lady Coventry ; but perhaps he had fome 
quarrel with Mr. Maton, and has taken this method of revenging him- 


7 felf by felecting the very worlt piece of poetry he ever wrote, So oe 
I 4 f 
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for the fkil’, the judgment, or the candour of the Compiler. With 
refpect to the originals of the late Mr. Mendez, we ere forry we cannot 
{fay fo much in favour of the pret as we could truly ‘ay of the man, who 
was an J/raelite indeed, and rhymed for the amutement of thofe houfs 
which men of bis fortune too often {pend in more guilty diflipations. © 


DRAMATIC. +. L, 


Art. 42. The Widow'd Wife, a Comedy; as it is adied at the 
Theatve-Royal in Drury-Lane. By Wiliam Kenrick.  8vo. 
1s. 6d. Davies, &c. a 
We do not find, in this.comedy, fo much wit, or hemour, or inge- 

nious conduét of the drama, as we expected, from the krown abilities of 

the Author, It is, however, a performance of confiderable merit, and 
has been aéted with more fuccefs than the generality of our modern 

{tage productions have met with, or delerved. , | 

Art. 43. The Reyal Merchant; an Opera, found:d on Beaumont 
and Fletcher. As it is performed at the Theatre-Royal in,Covent+ 
Garden. 8vo. 1s. 6d. ‘Griffin de | ZF -e-* 
We cannot well judge of the meme + this transformation of Beaumont 

and Fletcher’s ccmedy of the Royal Merchant i::\0 an opera, having never 

feen it performed. Some of the airs are vot ill-written ; but what kind 
of mufic they were fet to, is beft known to tae connoiffeurs who 

heard it. , . . 


NoveEts. 


Art. 44. The Adventures of Mhifs Lucy Watfon. 12mo. 33. 
Nicoll. /31y Artkur Zan, 

Although this is not an highly finifhed performance, there is uncom 
mon merit in the writing ;— in fome parts of the work, we mean: for 
it is not cqual throughout. ‘Vhe flory of the unfortunate and amiable 
Miis Waticn is fuch as cannot fail to touch the breaft of every humane 
reader ; and her final cataftrophe affords a ftiiking example ('o young 
female readers, efpecialiy) of the tatal confequences of that pecudiar ix- 
difcretion for which no coumpenfation caz be made, either to. the eworld 
or to themfelres. : 
Art. 45. The Continuatien of the Life of Marianne. To which is 
added, the Hificry of Ernifiina; with Letters, and other Mif- 
cellanccus Pieces, Tranflated from the French of’ Madame 
Riccoboni. r2mo. 3s. Becket and De Hondt. 7 

"L his is not the firt: att:mpt that has been made to carry on the unfinifhed 
Life of Marianne, written by the celebrated Marivaux; but it ‘is a lefs 
jucce!sful one than that of an Englith writer*; who, about z0 years 
3g0, tranflated Marivaux’s work, and allo brought the flo:y to a con- 
clufion: under the title of The Virtuous Orphag. There was likewife 
another tranflation, made about the {ame time entitled * The Life of 
Marianne: or the Adventures of the Countefs of *** :” but, in this 
verfion, the flory remains in the fame unfinifhed fiate in which the 





and tranfator of the Death of Abel. ae 
| = French 


* Mr. Jofeph Collyer, author of Letters from Felicia to Charlotte ; 
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h French Author left the originalk—As to Madam Riccoboni’s continua- 
t tion, it till leaves the tale ixcompleat, and is not the bett of her perform- 
: ances.—The other pieces contained in this mifcellaneous volume will 
s give the reader more fatisfa€tion, as they are independent of other pub- 





lication. The Hiftory of Ernettina is a pretty little novel. On the 
whole, this Lady is a lively, agreeable writer, and may rank with St. 
» “Aubin, and our famous Mrs. Haywood: perhaps. too, with Mrs. , . 
e Lennox, and Mrs. > who tranilated the Letters of Ninon sc fife , 
L Enclos. a | } { 





: La w. 
, Art. 46. The Law of Phyficians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries; con- 
4 taining all the Statutes, Cafes at large; Arguments, Refolutions 
. and Fudgments concerning them. 8vo, 28. 6d. Griffin. 
Compiled, as the remainder of the very verboie title-page fets forth, 
t for the ufe of fuch gentlemen of the faculty as are enemies to quackery, 
; in order to point out the defeéts in the law, as it now ftands, relative to 
f thofe profeffions, “ to profecute fuch expcdients for remedying them 
as they fhall chink n&ceffary,—in order to apply for an a¢t of parliament 
: for regulating the practice of phyfic, and fupprefling empirical noftrums,. 
d PoLrrTicaL and CoMMERCIAL. 


Art. 47. 4 Hue and Cry after national Blood and Treafure: or, 
the Canvaffers canvaffed, with a Touch on Corruption and Sep- 
tennial Parliaments. By a Freeholder. vo. 1s. Norwich 

. printed; and fold by Wilkie in London. 

Sf "The fpirit of this Writer is patriotic, independent, and comajignd - 

: able; but his ftvle is very indifferent, a. 

r Art. 48. Aa Enquiry into the Reafons for and againft Inclefing the 

e | Open Feiids. Humbly fubmitted to all who have a Property tg 

e them ; and efpecially the Members of the Britifb Legifiature. 8vo. 

g 1s. Coventry printed, and fold by Johnfon in London. 

: Agricuiture is a jubject of a far more extenfive nature than is gene- 

a rally fuppofed, by thofe whofe obfervation is confined to the manage- 

ment of a fingle farm; and if a perfon not immediately engaged in the 

cultivation of land, fhould not be able to acquire and unite in himfelf 
- the practicat knowlege of hufbandry, fo various in various fituations 
¢ and foils; the real farmer, when he writes, is too apt to eftablifh ge- 
neral principles from local experience. Under this dilemma, all that 
an intelligert reader can do, is, after confulting the whole evidence 
which offers, to draw thofe inferences from the colleétive view, which 
are feldom to be accepted from fingle writers. 

Many have been the caufes affigned for the dearnefs of provifions, by 
thole who thought themfelves happy in the d:fcovery of them; but 
however they may. have failed as to the main defign of their invettiga- 
ions, the public have thence derived the knowlege of many faéts which 
though not chargeable with all the evils we complain of, may never- 
thelefs deferve attention. With regard to the main queftion, it is pre 
fumed that no one who confalts the ingenious writer of Thoughts on the 
Caujes and Confequences of the profent High Price of Provifions, meo- 

. tioned 
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tioned in our laft Review, p. 470,. will hefitate long with refpect to it : 
we will now attend to the Writer before us, 

The Author of this Enquiry is a flrenuous advocate for open lands, 
and of confequence an enemy to inclofures. It is not incumbent on us, 
nor have we cither room or inclination to examine the merits of all he 
produces againft inclofures ; which no doubt may occafion fome tempo- 
ra} inconveniences to individuals upon the immediate alteration ; but as 
4 principa) argument which he depends on, is that land inclofed canngt 
be fo well improved, nor will produce fuch valuable crops, as in its 
open field fate ; the validity of this pofition will be better underftood 
by confulting the face of the country under both circumitances, than by 
verbal controverfy. . 

As our Author will nét admit inclofing to be favourable to the im- 
provement of land, fo neither does he agree that it will encourage the 
growth of timber. It is true, plantations of timber are not fo frequent 
as were to be wifhed, but it is imagined that any one who rides through 
an inclofed country, may difcover a good quantity of timber in the 
hedge rows, though thefe hedges are not fo clofe as to prejudice the 
corn, as this Author imagines: on the contrary, in certain fituations, 
they prove exceeding good fhelters to the crops, from the keennefs of 
cold winds. 

Our late inquirers into the caufes of the high price of provifions, have 
complained greatly of the turning of paftures into arable land ; the 
tubject of our Authoi’s complaint, on the contrary, is, that the in- 
clofed lands are generally laid down for pafturage: on this head he ex- 
horts us to * fet the plough a-going, and all will have at the fame time 
employment ard bread; which all ought to have, both for their own 
fakes, and for the fake of the community. Inftead of that, many iord- 

ips. have not 50 acres ploughed yearly, fince they were inclofed, in 
which. fifteen hundred, or at Jeaft a thoufand, were ploughed before; 
and fcarce an ear of corn is now to be feen, in fome that bore hundreds 
of quarters.’ 

If this allegation is to be depended on, which is wrote to us from 
the country, butcher’s meat ought to be cheap, whatever price grain 
bore ; but other writers tell us, that the reafon why we do not find it 
fo, is the ploughing up paitures and converting them into arable. 

Inclofing of land we are informed is alfo injurious to the roads. Our 
roads now are not thofe clofe lanes they have been, nor can any made 
uncer our late regulations be fuch, Neverthelefs it may not be quite fo 
evident that it is of fuch u:ility to throw a road quite open from all oc- 
cafional fhelter. ‘Trees and hedges placed fo as not to obftrué paflage, 
are not only of advantage to travellers furprized by fudden ftorms, but 
render travel!ing warmer in winter, and are agreeable company on the 
road: and all tiis' may be, and yet leave a road open fufliciently to 
keep it cry. And if, as is faid to be in Ruffia, and in fome other 
places in the north, trees were planted at proper diftances along the roads 
over our extenfive commons and downs, where the eye is tired with an 
eternal famenefs of open profpeét, much timber might hereby be raifed, 
and fuch roads be rendered pleafant in fummer, as well as fafely pointed 
eut to the dittrefied traveller bewildered by winter {fnows. 

On the whole, the feveral objections raifed aguinft inclofing lands, in 
this pamphlet, appear to be many times partially, as well as miftakenly, 
reprefented. 
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reprefented. Though where the writer fhews the ill-confequences to 
cultivation and population from the laying farms together, he is un- 
doubtedly juftified. Nor is he perhaps without reafon diffatisfied with 
the extenfive powers granted to commiflioners appointed to carry in- 
clofing plans into execution. Such powers, if any tendernefs is due to 
private property, cannot be too cautiouily granted to any bodies of 
opulent men, (entrufted with public undertakings) over their fellow- 
fubjeéts. : e 
Art. 49. Confiderations on the Effects which the Bounties granted 
on exported Corn, Malt and Flour, have on the Manufactures ¢ 
the Kingdom, and the true Interefts of the State. With a Poft- 
feript, containing Remarks on a Pamphlet sately publifbed, inti- 
tuled, Thoughts on the Caufes and Cenjequences of the prefent high 

Price of Provifions. 8vo. 28. Cadell. 

Among the many enquirers on the fubjeét of provifions, feveral have 
incidentally compiained of ill confequences from the bounty on ex- 
ported corn ; and we have occafionally ventured to juftify that meafure, 
fo far as refpetted its encouraging the growth of grain, and carrying off 
the furplufage to foreign markets, and no more than the furplufage : 
for to talk of exportation of corn at large, is foreign to the queftion. 
The writer now befote us, however, goes far beyond others in the con- 
fideration of this point, and confidently charges all our popular com- 
plaints to this caufe ; and to make good his charge 

Imagination plies her dang’rous art, 
And pours it all upon the peccant part. 

This gentleman fets out by lamenting, and perhaps with fome juf- 
tice, that ‘ ideas have been too long entertained of a feparate, landed 
and wading intereft ;: though none could ever be warranted by real.ex- 
perience or found reafon.” The un:on of thefe interefts muft be allowed 
indifpenfable to the forming a flourifhing ftate. Yet, in his prefatory 
advertifement, he alfo }aments another general miitake, * that fertility 
of foil and agriculture, are in a country the foundations of commercial 
profperity,—whereas the real truth is, that commerce is not known ever 
to have flourifhed highly in more than three iertile countries, fince the 
beginning of the world; which are England, France, end Flanders.’ 
To admit this fa&t, which, however, appears to be produced to fhew a 
general incompatibility between agriculture and commerce, it is not ne- 
ceflary to fuppofe any ircongruity bewween them, fince the commercial 
profperity of a people requires a concurrence of other favourable cir- 
cumftances, befide a kind climate and a happy foil; of which a view 
of the political ftate of fome of the fineft countries we know, will eafily 
convince the attentive obferver. Hence, where a people, either finding 
themfelves at eafe from political reftraints, or as refugees from oppref- 
fion, are fixed on fcanty unfivourable fpcts ; urged by a neceffity of cul- 
tivating commerce to fupply themfelves with thofe advantages nature 
has denied them ; they have generally made greater advances that way, 
than the oppreffed natives of more extenfive and fertile countries. Bat 
in fuch a country as Britain, bleffed with a favourable foil, and a go- 
vernment co-operating with its induftrious natives, there, if any where, 
commerce ought to be expected to flourifh to the greateft extent. Since 
fiom its internal refources it can derive, not only its own fubfiftence, 
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but many of thofe articles of trade to manufaéture, which a2 more 
limited and crouded people are forced to purchafe from their neighbours, 
While an increafe of population, gives it all that ftrength, which an 
induftrious people without territory enjoy.’ But even in this view there 
are not wanting writers who doubt whether commerce may not be car- 
ried to an extream, dangerous to the happinefs of a country; fo tha 
we thal! drop this theme, and attend to what our author advances on 
the fubje@ of the bounty. 
' Heenumerates the principal arguments in favour of the bounty, un- 
dertaking to refute them feverally. In this attempt he complains of ‘ the 
appropriation of too many Jands to agriculture, on the view of expor- 
tation, and the prodigious increafed breed of horfes for home and fo- 
reign ufe ;’ which he fays have been of fatal confequence to our manu- 
faftures, trade, and even navigation, How, in a commercial nation, 
too many lands can be appropriated to the produttion of neceflaries, 
does not feem eafy to comprehend, unlefs it were admitted that they 
might lie wafte and uncultivated to greater profit to the nation and the 
private poffeffors. With regard to the article of horfes, he afks,—— 
« would it not be better,—ihat the expo:tation of them was entirely 
prohibited, or at leaft the fending them out of the kingdom charged 
with a confiderable duty ?? And he adds, that ‘ the abundant ufe of 
them for meer pleafure at home, is becgme a moft pernicious fpecies of 
luxury, and of courfe a juft objeét of taxation; efpecially if made a 
fubftitute for fome of thofe that are become grievous to poverty, induf- 
try an. trade.’ ‘The breeding fo many horfes, has often been urged as 
one cauie, from fheir vaft confumption of grafs and hay, for the ad- 
vanced price of butcher’s meat; and perhaps with reafon, for they ate 
really become a general and expenfive article of Juxury : in which points 
of view, fome chec': to the exceflive breeding of them, might undoubtedly 
be good policy :—bu: so tax, operating as a check, can be a proper 
fubititute for any tax on ne<effaries, whofe confumption is a fecurity for 
the fund raifed; until a reduétion of the expences of government can 
take place, which at prefent cannot perhaps {pare any of its fupplies. 
That the bounty on corn may have given rife to fome defigning arts, 
a9 in the corn trade, no one will pretend to gainfay ; and it migkt 
difficult to inftance any branch of trade, wherein fraud will not 


fometimes introduce itfelf. That grain is fo generally cultivated in | 


this country, is perhaps not to be afcribed to any other caufe princi- 
pally, fo much as to the co-operation of the bounty, with other caufes. 
Our Author, when he argues for the taking it off, fays, that then— 
* proportionally as our views may be fhortened toward exportation, they 
will become extended toward home confumption ; which is the very 
_objeét they fhould be directed to for national advantage, as every landed 
man’s wifhes muft then correfpond with the common good.” 

Were the foreign trade of grain to die away, it might perhaps be 
cifficult to keep a brifk cultivation of it on foot: and what is to be un- 
derftood by extending our views toward a home confumption, will then 
not be very eafily conceived. Since no great increafe in the confump- 
tion of bread can be expected to take place, among a people already 
familiar to the ufe of it.. And though our Author complains of our ill- 
policy, ‘ of being ploughmen to fuch ftates as have the fuperior wifdom 
to apply their own lands to better purpoles ; as for example, madder, 

which 
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which employs fo many more hands for cultivation and cure, than corn 
does for growing and putting in a marketable ftate ; and for which we 
are faid to pay the Dutch a: this time no lefs than three hundred thou- 
fand pounds a year, after their having doubled the price of it to us :* 
yet, we have land enough for all fuch purpofes, even were more of it 
appropriated to agriculture, the quantity of which he complains of al- 
ready. On a {canty teriiory, indeed, the Butch are joftified in pur- 
chafing their corn from foreigners, and applying their land to more 
profitable articles of cultivation. 

But however much our Author may depreciate agriculture, yet he 
admits that—* a_free trade in all kinds of provifion:, is the beit fecu- 
rity we can have of a continual plenty, and alfo of their being kept at 
natural prices, which are thofe of Europe in general; and at which our 
rivals in trade are fupplied : fuch being all that the owners of land have 
aright to expect, and all that can be needful for the profperity of the 
ftate. This has long been the practice in Holland, and all other trad- 
ing republics; is become that of France; and fhould be adopted by 
us, for the real welfare of the kingdom.’ 

He proceeds, in another place, to pronounce, that whatever any 
writer may fay of the * comparative value of money at the time of the 
congueft, in the reign of Henry IJ. or at any other period of time, 
with that of thefe days; or of the comparative prices of corn before 
and fince the granting of the bounties, is all foreign to the purpofe: 
the comparative prices of corn and other provifions at prefent, in this 
and other countries, and particularly fuch as are our rivals in manufac- 
turing, being the fingle obje& of confideration, with regard to com- 
mon juftice, national policy, and the welfare of the ftate in fuch mat- 
ters. If other nations have provifions cheaper than ourfelves, they 
will from thence be enabled to underwork and underfell us; therefore 
it muft be amputating our own limbs, or cutting our own throats, as 
manufacturers and traders, to tax ourfelves, in order to make provi- 
fions dear at .home and. cheap abroad. To thefe right confiderations 
let the queftion, as it ought, be confined: and then if a man will own 
that he cannot fee on which fide of it true policy lies, he deferves te 
be defpifed ; but if he proceeds to quibbling, prevaricating, and evad- 
ing truth and reafon, he will then merit deteitation.’ 7 

Without prevarication or quibbling, it feems clear, that the encou- 
ragement given to the exportation of corn, has encouraged the produc- 
tion of it; therefore produces plenty and cheapnefs, as the chronologi- 
cal accounts of its price mutt evince; in which the alteration of the 
value of money is not {0 foreign a collateral argument, as this writer 
would perfuade his readers, Again, the corn we export cannot fupply 
all Europe; nor at that dangerous cheapnefs he alleges: for if the 
bounty tends to keep our corn at a medium price at home, where it is 
bought, it cannot have a dire&t contrary tendency on the faine corn car- 
nied abroad ; the point on which this argument turns. 

_If the injurious effeéts of the bounty are admitted, what are the ob- 
vious tendencies of the free trade above recommended? If by a free 
trade he means, as the words feem to imply, an unlimited free impor- 
tation, as well as exportation; in feafons generally bad, as they often 
affect the continent much mere feverely than our ifland, the better mar- 
ket abroad, would, in al) probability, drain the nation of its grain, to 
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the great diftrefs of its people, to be brought back again at much ad- 
vanced prices, to the great emolument of jobbers and factors in that 
branch of. commerce : which was a late fubject of complaint, until it 
was ftopped by an expedient which alfo gave much difpleafure. On the 
other hand, in plentiful years, thofe articles which would bear import- 
ing into a country where every article bears its proportion of the public 
burden in the price of it, the market would be reduced fo low, as to 
difcourage raifing provifions at home, to the ruin of the growers and 
landlords, to the advantage of our neighbours, and our factors negoci- 
ating between us. In both which cafes, we should be alternately fo 
diftrated by the fluctuation of prices, that our poor could not fuitain 
if, 

When our author undertakes to prove the bounty a nominal, rather 
than areal advantage to the landed gentleman, he builds much upon 
that principle fo often quoted from Mr. Locke, that all taxes do ulti- 
mately fall on the lands: but with all due deference to fo refpectable 
an authority, if this gentleman were to confult the ingenious Sir James 
Steuart’s Political Oeconomy, b. v. c. 3. he might, on perufal, be in- 
duced, perhaps, to hefitate at this principle, which he ufes as a foun- 
dation for his reafoning. 

From thefe few obfervations which occurred in going through this 
traét, where fo long a train of reafoning is carried on, from premifes, 
which at beit appear doubtful, our readers may be enabled to form their 
own judgment of the main argument on which it turns, In the polt- 
fcript, as the title promifes, fome remarks are offered on the Toughts, 
Jc. on the high price of provifions, mentioned in our laft p. 470. But 
whether that complaint fprings primarily from the caufes therein men- 
tioned, or from the bounty on.corn, as this gentleman would make us 
believe; every intelligent ferfon, not interefted in the fupport of an 
hypothefis, will quickly determine, from obvious confiderations, which 
we have neither room nor occafion to enlarge upon. a 
Art.. 50. Au Anfwer to a Pamphlet, entitled, Thoughts on the 

Caufes and Confequences oi the prefent high Price of Provi- 

fions: ina Letter addreffed to the fuppofed Author of that Pam- 

phlet. By a Gentleman of Cambridge. 8vo. 6d. Bingley. 


‘there are few perfons in any meafure converfant with public and lite- 


rary occurrences, who are ignorant to whom the little pamphlet, above: 


referred to, is attributed ; and this reply, is a point blank fhot levelled 
dire&tly at that identical gentleman: for whoever reads it through, 
will perceive that itis not io much an anfwer tothe pamphlet, as the 
title-page profefies, as an argumentum ad hominem, in the mott Jiteral 
and ftrict fenfe of the expreflion. ‘dis gentleman, it feems, enjoys a 
refpectable feat at a.certain board; he has told us what is generlly 
credited to be a true reprefentation of our political fituation ; and as an 
individual, what can 4e do more? Can 4e annihilate the department 
at which he aflifts? Can 4e new modei the frame of our government, 


and reduce it to a more oeconomical pliu ? No! but he can refign his: 


place, and renounce his own particular emolument ; which this gentle- 
man of Cambridge would perhaps have no obje€tion to accept in his 
ead. Why truly this might thew him fincere by his felf-denial; but 
how would it appear thatthe public would gain by it? Not, if the board 
fill 
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fill exited ; with many other boards of much more importance in a 
faving view. And if he was even fo far to fulfil our Saviour’s precept, 
as to fel! all he had, and give it to the poor; the poor would ftill re- 
main fuch, with one more added to their number ; nor could fuch con- 
du& reduce the price of bread half an affize, or produce any thing but 
eneral laughter and pity. In brief, truth is acceptable from every 
hand ; and if it fhould at any time be offered, where it is leaft to be ex- 
pected, the value of it is rather increafed than Ieflened. N 


Art. 51. Popular Confiderations on the Dearnefs of Provifiens in ge- 
neral, and particularly of Bread-Corn : occaftoned by the late Riots. 
Ina Letter to a Member of Parliament. By a Country Gentle- 
man. 8vo. 6d. Rivington. 


This member of parliament is told no more than he muft have known 
long fince ; thefe popular confiderations, being only a repetition of the 
popular complaints againft foreftalling ; monopolizing; the bounty on 
corn; and the laying {mall farms together. N 


Rerticiouwus and CONTROVERSIAL. 


Art. 52. Philalethes again! or, Candidus Unmafk’'d! Being the 
Second Part of the Humble Aitempt of a Layman, towards a Cva- 
futation of Mr. Mayo’s Pamphlet on Baptifn. 8vo. 1s. Blyth. 
{n our Review for March laft*, we made tome mention of the frf 

part of this Layman’s ‘ Humble Attempt ;’ and we then fufficiently in- 

timated, though not in very /erfows terms, our difapprobaiion of the illi- 

beral manner in which the/e champions for and agatnil infant baptifa 

have carried ‘on their controverfy. The battle, however, ftill races 
with the fame heat; fo that one would think re rather than waser was 
the fubje&t of their animo&ty, and that they were naturally excited to 
choler by the element they were contending about. Stranoc—thar 
people fhould be fo unceremoneous wich each other ina debate mesely 
concerning a ccremony! and itranger fiill, as Virgil exclaims, thac fuch .. 
fury fhould rage in heavenly minds! That fo it is, and fo it will be, 
iotwithitanding all the admonitions the Reviewers have beftowed, or 
may beitow, on the gracelefs difputaats who daily difturb the peace of 
the religious, the political, the medical, and /ometimes even ihe mailie- 
matical and the philofophical world. 

* See the CaTaLocue, Art. 49. 


Art. 53. Doubts concerning the Authenticity of the laft Publication of 
the Confeffional, and the current Editions of certain Books cited in 
it. Addreffed ta the duthor of that learned Work. 8vo. 64. 


Rivington. 


This agreeable Writer charges the author of the Confeffional with 
having made fome mifquotations from, or talle references to, certaia 
authorities which he bas occafionally cited in his elaborate work ; and 
with having fallen‘into ieveral inconfittencies :—but we apprehend they 
ai€ points of litte importance,—advanced, perhaps, merely in order 
tO withdraw, in fome meatfure, the attention of the public fiom the 
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main obje& which that learned, able, and public fpirited writer had in, 
view, when he wrote his celebrated Comrresstonat. The Doubter 
jron cally queftions the authenticity of the lait edidon of the Confeflional, 
on account of the miltakes which he difcovers im it; and which, to be 
{ute, he cannot fuppofe fo /earned and accurate a writer could poflibly 
have fallen into: confequently the edition in which thefe imperfections 
are found, or the current editions of the bocks cited in it, mult be cor- 
rupt, interpolated, or altogether fpurtous. 


Art. 54. Animadverfins en the Rev. Mr. Harword's Affeionate 
and Candid Letter * to the Rev. tr. Caleb Evans. By a By<— 
ftander. 8vo. 6d. Keith, 


This Animadverter charges Mr. Elarwood with, want. of, candour, 
charity, and decency, in his attacks on Mr, Evans; and he endeavours to 
convict him of fome flagrant inconfillencies and felf contradiétions, It. 
is a {mart pamphlet ; aad may afford entertainment to thofe who can 
take delight in {eeing the combats of our {piritual gladiators. 


* 


* See Review for lat month, p. 4738. 
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CoRRESPONDENCE. 


¥ 7ZE are obliged to our Correfpondent from Devonfhire, for point- 
ing out’to us a miftake, as he apprehends, in the 2d edition of 
* An Inquiry hiltorical and critical into the Evidence againft. Mary.» 
Qneen of Scots.” Ii is thete faid, that Bothwell, at the time of his 
marriage with Mary, could not have been under fixty : and this is af- 
ferted on the authority of Buchanan, Bothwell’s cotemporary 3 who > 
fays, that the latter made a confiderable figure ia the reign.of James the 
Fifth, before his marriage with Mary of Guife, and that he was at that 
tithe banifhed for holding fecret correfpondence with the Englifh. From 
this, and other circumi{tances produced to prove him a man in‘ years at 
the time of his marriage, the Author, who is an apologift for Queen 
Mary, concludes, that fhe d.d not throw herfelf into Bothwell’s arms . 
from a paffion of love. Our Correfpondent on the other hand fuppofes 
that, at the time in queftion, Bothwell could be little more than thirty. 
This he infers from Mary’s inftractions to the bifhop of Dumblain, .. 
where fhe mentions fome inftances of Bothwell’s valour and prudence, . 
which he dilplayed before her return from France in the year 1561; 
when, according to her, .he was then admodum juvenis. Our Corre- 
{pondent obferves, very juitly, that no man above five-and-twenty can 
with propriety be called a youth: and taking that to have_been his age 
at the time Mary refers to, he could not, he concludes, have been above 
three-and-thirty, at molt, at the time of Lord Darnly’s death. 


The difpute, in our opinion, is of no great moment; the evidénce 
on both fides being little more than conjectura!, and not admitting of 
any precife determination, ‘hus much however we muft remark, that | 
Mary’s apologiit robs her of the beft excufe that could be made for her 
unaccountable conduct: for if any thing could apologize for it, it mutt 
be the paflion of love, tyhich is fo over-ruling and trefittible, that al} 


other motives, compared to that, are weak and void of influeace, 
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